Wounded Knee:

faces of today

William Kunkle is a Eugene writer and
photographer. He was born and raised in
Philips, S.D. about 40 miles from the Pine
Ridge Reservation. The photos on these pages
were taken in 1969 and 1970 at the reservation.

A popular joke among comedians suggests
that a short cut to success for many countries
has been military defeat by the United States.
Countries once defeated by the U S. in war have
resurged as prosperous powers.

But for the group of original Americans
who gathered their hungry families on a
reservation in South Dakota some 80 years ago
at the site of the Wounded Knee Massacre, on a
reservation at Pine Ridge, S.D., the dream of a
good life still hasn’t come true.

One of the last battles between United
States Armed Forces and Native Americans
took place in December, 1890 in a wind-swept
ravine near Pine Ridge. It was known as the

day, March 7, 1973

“Wounded \ Massacre’ age.as hardly a
battle. )

A group of tired and beaten people were
camped along a trail and the troops were
circled above them ona nearby ridge. Before
the “‘battle,” the Native Americans’ weapons
were taken from them but according to sur-
vivors, one rifle was overlooked. According to
some reports the rifle discharged in a teepee
and the signal to open fire was given. For
several hours troops Blasted the camp with
rifle and cannon fire. When the carnage was
complete, over 350 Native Americans lay dead,
most of them women and children, some of
whom were shot whiletrying to run away.

Records indicate that 18 medals of honor
were awarded to US. soldiers for service in
this encounter. But what has happened in the
years since this “last stand” is even less un-
derstandable.

The Slu.‘i[)dnn. who h.‘nrvwd the

perils of nature for thousands of years before
being “liberated” by the White man, was
lutiedmtoamlf'
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