Committee hears bikeway plans

By WALTER GREENWOOD
Of the Emerald

SALEM (Special) — Proposals
for conversion of two lower
Willamette Valley rail lines into
recreational trails, and criticism
of Highway Division bikeway
operations were among
statements made before the
House Committee on En-
vironment and Land Use in
Salem Monday.

The hearing was the first of two
the committee is holding con-
cerning bikeway and
recreational 1rail funding
proposed for the Highway
Division in the 1973-75 budget.

Assistant staie highway
engineer Ed Hunter spoke first,
detailing the Highway Division’s
work on bicycle trails since the
“bicycle bill,” which allocates
one per cent of Highway Division
expenditures to bikeway con-
struction, became law in Sep-
tember, 1971.

Hunter said that funds
available under the bill totaled
about $3.8 million during the
current biennium, and that $4.09
million is proposed under the
1973-75 budget.

Hunter indicated that it would
take a city years to build a
bikeway system using its share of
the funds. Eugene, he said, has a
bikeway plan which will cost
$200,000, but the city’s annual
share of bikeway funds is only
$10,000.

Judson Smith of Portland
criticized the Highway Division
for refusing to allow cities to
manage expenditure of state
bikeway funds within city limits.

Smith also scored the division
for poor workmanship in
widening highway shoulders for
bikeways, and for being ex-
travagant in making such im-
provements,

As an example of the last point,
Smith mentioned that utility
poles were moved when highway
shoulders were widened,
although the poles did not in-
terfere with cyclists.

Finally, Smith claimed that
motorists benefit from bikeway
construction, yet the entire cost
of such improvements is paid
from bikeway funds.

Doyle Johnson, city coun-
cilman from Sweet Home, about
30 miles northeast of Eugene,
proposed that the state obtain a

showed that the line, which runs
from the valley through Sweet
Home and along the Calapooia
River into the foothills of the
Cascades, has excellent potential
as a recreational trail. '
Representing the Coburg
Planning Commission, architect
Richard Danielson presented a
similar plan for the little-used
Southern Pacific rail line which
runs from

noted that a number of historic
houses are located near the line
in the Coburg vicinity. Southern
Pacific officials have agreed to
look at the plan, Danielson said.
Recreational Trails Coor-
dinator Jack Remington of the
Oregon Recreational Trails
Council outlined a plan for a
state-wide recreat:onal trails
system. said that four
north-south trails have been
proposed. The Pacific Crest
Trail in the Cascades is nearly
complete, he said. A feasibility
study for a coastal trail indicates
that such a trail could extend
along 95 per cent of the coast line,
he said, on the beach and on
e:ustmg trails. Other long trails
mentioned are the
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Landlord-tenant bill praised

Arizona, east of the mountains.

Bob Straub, former state
treasurer, had several
suggestions about the state’s
trails program. The Highway
Division, Straub said, should
spend trails funds exclusively for
land acquisition. Construction
and maintenance, he said, should
be done by volunteers. -

Straub emphasized his belief
that the legislature must give the
Highway Division the right of
eminent domain for. con-
demnation of recreational trail
rights-of-way. The Willamette
Greenway, Straub said, was
estimated to cost $15 million in
1967, but current estimates have
risen to $30 million or more.
Costs will continue to rise, Straub
said, unless the Highway Division
is given the power to obtain trails
land by condemnation.
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hearings
Tuesday for proponents of the
landlord-tenant bill (SB159).
The proposed legislation would
define landlord-tenant
relationships by outlining the
landlord’'s responsibilities to
return deposits at the end of
tenancy, to proviée ‘“habitable”
living conditions, and to reim-

He recommended
the

problems.
some amendments to
proposal.

Hoffman argued for the
retention of the term “‘reasonable
habitability” in the act, because
the term offered “flexibility”” in
the law. Hoffman would prefer
that the courts be allowed to

Senator Vera Katz (D-
Portland) and Representative
Bill Grannell (D-N. Bend) were
two legislators at the heanng for
the bill.
~ Several citizens also testified
about personal problems in
different areas across the state.
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