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“I saw him run once before." much in winning the race
continued Evans, ‘“he looked “I didn’t want to run that fast,
good. ™ but I'was in lane six and couldn't
see anybody. I think 1 could have
run faster, though '

When somebody like John
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Newhouse, who beat Collett to
the tape by about seven meters in
the third heat, ran 45.4 and is a
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legitimate contender Smith runs a 45.7, and Lee Evans y
Jogs around in 46.8, you better
He thought he pushed it too  believe that some can go faster
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Whe would have thought that
three of the top four men in the
400 meters wouldn't even win
their first-round heats Thursday?

It was a surprise to everybody
but Lee Evans, Vince Mathews,
and Wayne Collett, the men who
coasted in to qualify in their
respective  races  without
finishing first at the tape.

Only John Smith, the fastest
man in the world at 440 yards,
won his race.

For the rest, world 400 king
Evans, Collett, and Mathews, it
meant little to be running in 46.8,
46.1, and 46.4 fashion.

“It's not important to win
heats,” Evans said after trotting
to the finish line third behind
Tommie Turner and Southern
University freshman James
Redd. Evans, gold medalist at
:,'g;:;’"reg')% :fhi:t'l.s.h; ﬂs‘: ;ahg Coasting home in 400 heat are James Redd, Tommie Turner and Lee Evans.
start in his race.
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“There was two false starts  surprised at the failure of some of

and I almost got a cramp. I could
feel it coming.”

Collett, a former UCLA
teammate of Smith's, had
troubles with hay fever and was

the favorites to win.

“Oh no, I would have been
surprised if they had won,” he
exclaimed.

“l went into today's race
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Mathews wasn’t about to. “I races, there were three men, : ; =
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worried about it Y ] 4 known
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The first round saw three of the four top contenders—
including Lee Evans, Mathews, and Wayne Collett, all lose
their heats.

But in this one they were going just to qualify. Only 440-
vard world record holder John Smith won a heat, later he
said a new world mark was possible, but he wasn’t thinking
about it.

“It may be on their minds, but I'm just trying to win."”

Smith, who was the only pre-race favorite to win his heat
(in 45.7) faces Evans in the fourth heat today. Both are going
into the race with different game plans.

Evans is more likely to go flat out and try and win.
Smith, owner of a 44.5 in the quarter, is a good bet to coast
into the semi-final round behind him. Evans, who set the
world record at 400 meters (43.8) in Mexico City, has
something to prove.

pressed him down the stretch, he
put out just enough to win in 45.7.

“I was just going to do what |
had to do qualify,” he shrugged,
relaxing in the trainer’s tent after
his race.

coming after me,” said Turner.
“I'm not really muscular and
strong, 1 don't have a strong
finish."
The pre-meet  publicity
surrounding the big four has
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“People were saying my 43.8 was because of the . e oty LG
altitude,”” he said. ‘“‘But if the conditions were the same, I Nadeu's Jr Boal Shop Tittany's Drugs
Nature Food Cenlres Tinder Box

could do it again.”
Evans, surprisingly, rated another track faster than
Stevenson's urethane. ‘‘Tahoe was the fastest track I've run
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Nobby Shop
Northland Gilts

1 €. Penney Co

Topps & Trowsers
United Finance
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on. In Tahoe (1968 Trials) a 44.6 got fourth, it was so fast.” ok Welstlsld’s
Wayne Collett for one says Evans could make a pass at Pelrie Store e diee
his record. “I think it'll take lifetime bests for everybody to ot i | el Savides Worlds Fare Restaurant

qualify,”” he said. And you know what a lifetime best for
Evans means.”

Smith, the one facing Evans, was philosophical.
““There's always tension when we get together, ue says of
the duel.”
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