Ducks eliminated from Pac-8 title

And two more wins get away

Dick Harter walked out of the Oregon
dressing room, head lowered. When it
came up to meet reporters it showed the
expression of a coach who had just lost a
game he could have won.

After the initial questions he stood
around waiting for any additional of-
ferings, impatient when they didn’t come,
looking like he wanted to retreat back to
the solemn security of the locker room.

Reporters sensing he might leave put
forth several feeble inquiries, delaying his
departure a few more minutes.
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But after those minutes, Harter didn’t
return to his players and assistant coaches
but sunk down on the long wooden bench
opposite the dressing room door and
looked at and pondered the totals of the
Oregon-California game.

Stats show why

The stat sheet showed who won, Cal by a
71-67 score, The stats told why Cal won,
The Bears had connected on 21 of 25 from
the foul line, Oregon just seven of 13. The

eighth consecutive Pac-8 loss.

If Stanford’s Mike Mann (15) had any ideas of unioading the ball, Walt
Reynolds was ready. Action took place in the first half of Oregon’s
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The funny thing that happened to Oregon
Friday night on the way to conference win
number one popped up again Saturday.

One man went wild and beat the Ducks
himself.

But give referee Dan Sherwood an assist
for what went on in a 91-79 loss to the
Stanford Indians.

Momentum stopper

The guy’s so good at stopping momen-
tum he would have been tremendous help
to the Germans when the allies were
storming those beaches on VE day.

As it was, he did a pretty good job put-
ting the skids to Oregon.

Behind 79-69 with six minutes left in the
game, the Ducks had flurried within 79-73.
It looked like Dick Harter’s mob would
overtake Stanford—even if Claude Terry
did get 65 points.

Then Sherwood slapped Rusty Blair with
his fifth foul, said he was going over the
back of the Indians’ John Stratton un-
derneath.

Blair was beside himself. And the
frustration of being 0-7 in the Pac-8 (for the
moment) prompted Harter to tell Sher-
wood in 25 words or less what he thought of
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and came back. While the Bears' offensive
proess over the last 10 minutes was
nothing great, accounting for only 13
points, the Ducks performance was even
less impressive, managing just 10 points.

There were two scoreless stretches that
did in the Ducks. One from 6:22 to 3:52 and
the other over the last three minutes, one
second of the game. Oregon had been
ahead 64-62 at 6:22 and down by only one,
6867, at 3:01

After the contest the dejected Harter
said, “This is the poorest we've played
since the Washington State game. We
made mental errors and showed lack of
intelligence in spots.”

Despite Doug Little's 23 points, 12 of
them coming on six consecutive jumpers
in the first half, Harter said, *'I don't think
anyone played well tonight "

Those were Oregon players he was
talking about. Harter called Truitt “a
great, great basketball player. Certainly
Oregon had no one out there tonight that
could compare.”

California coach Jim Padgett suported
Harter's view, saying, ‘“There just wasn't
much you could do with Truitt."
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electrocution because the chair isn't
padded.

Terry tough

In the end, however, it was the 6-5 Terry
who supervised the final execution. With
backcourt speed and the height of an inside
man, he was tough to handle. He had 23
points at halftime, finishing with 36.

The Indians, like Cal the night before,
needed just one man to do the job.

‘““He’s got super-balance—and one heck
of a touch,” admitted Ken Strand. “It’s
tough to fight it."”

Strand and Little took turns trying to
stop the Stanford star. Neither succeeded
completely, but Litiie gut ms licks in.

And for the frustrated Ducks, now 6-14
on the year and staring at weekend games
with UCLA and USC in Los Angeles, that
consolation may have to do.

“That’s just about as hard as we can

play,” shrugged Harter. “‘Being an un-
derdog in every game is a hell of a load for
these players to carry.”




