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Wayne Morse speech

By ALICE SCHWARTZ
Of the Emerald

Nixon policy criticiyeg

““It is elementary constitutional
law that Congress cannot
delegate legislative powers to the
President,” said former Senator
Wayne Morse Saturday night, “It
can only delegate administrative
and ministerial power to the
President.”

Morse, a candidate this year
for the Senate, spoke to more
than 75 persons at a public
meeting sponsored by the Lane
County AFL-CIO Council at the
Eugene Hotel Saturday night

The topic of his speech was
*‘*Unjust Economic
Discriminations Against Labor,
Business and Consumers.” His
major criticism was President
Nixon's Economic Control
Systemn. “It is for Congress to
pass legislation that sets forth
substantive provisions of law that
define, enumerate and mandate
the specifics of the economic
controls that are to be ad
ministered and ministerially
carried out by the President in
accordance with enforcement
procedures as provided for by the
Congress in legislation itself
This is not what Congress has
done. "’

The former senator went on to
say that allowing the President to
exercise what he termed *‘ar-
bitrary capricious discretionary
power'w will jeopardize the
system of con-

country s
stitutional self-government by
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is but
our country is
moving rapidly down a political
road toward a government of

law. ‘‘This
example that

executive supremacy and
secrecy,” said Morse. He added
that “‘the growing dangerous
trend toward government by
executive supremacy and
secrecy has come to pervade
many aspects of our nation’s
domestic affairs and for some
time it has dominated our
nation's foreign policy.”’ He
referred to the trend as “a
cancerous growth steadily
weakening our constitutional
system.”

The Economic Control System,
according to Morse, 1s an
example of “a long record of
failure on the part of this and past
Congresses to carry out the check
and balance system of the
Constitution. ‘‘He feels that
Congress has been neglecting iis
constitutional obligation by
failing to apply the necessary
checks on the Executive Branch
when Presidents exceed their
Constitutional prerogatives

Later in the speech, Morse
stated that he has always been in
favor of economic controls in
time of war. He added, however,
“Unfortunately when Congress
passed its so-called economic
control bills which contained
attempts to delegate legislative
powers to the President, he
(Nixon) signed the legislation
into law. What he should have
done was veto the legislation and
send it back to Congress with veto
messages requesting Congress to
detail the substantive controls
and the procedure for the ad-
ministrative enforcement which

he, as Presid
under such 1:':};_‘.”.“ 1o camy,
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failing to spell oyt i detai
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be brought under Cﬂntrs;lw
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He then went on to obsery,
the wealthiest fifth of e
families 3 3
income, r:{t‘:l]: el;:!pq- oy

s Poorest
only 5.6 per cent. In individs
not in families the fj
worse: 509 per cent for
wealthiest fifth and 3.4 per g
for the poorest fifth. In additjng
the unequal distributigy
wealth, he noted that infls
has cut into wages, Workers e
able to buy less with their
comes in 1971 than they wer
1968. He said “Inflation 5
hidden tax, which has been
to cover the expenses of the
in Vietnam '

President Nixon’s anti-inflati
measures, according to Mg
are favoring major corpora
and the individuals who ¢
them, and allowing them i
prices without being restram
by competition. He feels f
control of the econocmy is b
used in the interest of
business and is by-passing §
average citizen, *'Taxpaye
money has been used to sust
corporations such as Lockhe
and Pennsylvania S
Railroad. At the same 0
benefits to the unemployed
kept at a very low level"

He finished by saying, “Nix
policies are explicitly desig
to increase the profits of
corporations while restricting
wages of the “'Orkiﬂg PEQLE
The price for inflation, accor
to Morse, should not be pad
the working people who have
for it in the past, but by maj
corporations

“The blame cannot al §
placed at Nixon's door,” S
Morse, ‘‘however, hl'i pats
philosophy of discriminatiod
favor of those with the ?" .
ability to pay over those wilh
least ability to pay;
willingness to grasp more
more unchecked power unl
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