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Court injunctions rendered
useless as enforcement tool ..

WASHINGTON, D.C. (CPS)—New York State's
Supreme Court has reversed the convictions of 45
State University at Buffalo faculty members
arrested last spring for violation of a court in-
junction in effect on campus—and in the process
rendered the injunctive device useless as an en-
forcement tool for campus administrators

The case of State University of New York v.
Robert K. Denton et al. A D. 2nd, (New York, 4th
Dept ., 1970) states that to be held in contempt, it is
necessary for the university to prove (in most
cases) beyond reasonable doubt and under full due
process that a) the defendant had knowledge of the
court order. b) the defendant was one, or was acting
in concert with one of the named individuals on the
mjunction, ¢) the defendant did indeed do
something unlawful (e g. trespassed), and d) that
the defendant did that unlawful act in such a way as
to violate the terms of the injunction. Universities
have repeaiedly used the court injunction as a
means to quell campus unrest in its early stages and
as a broad fishnet for the prosecution of named
and unnamed-—individuals on contempt charges.

The 45 SUNY -Buffalo professors were charged
with criminal and civil contempt plus criminal
(respass after a March 1970 sit-in at the campus
administration building, protesting the presence of
100 riot police who roamed the campus for three
weeks during the first of two student-faculty strikes
there last year. Though none were named on the
mjunction the university had obtained early in the
strike. school officials attempted to prosecute the
faculty members for its violation

In writing the reversal decision, Judge Frank
Del Vecchio states that “‘knowledge of a non-party
alone is not sufficient without proof of agency or
collusion with the named defendants to impose

A new era for the bicycle has opened in Eugene

The Eugene City Council passed a proposal for
the designation of a bicycle route leading into the
University

Ernie Drapella, assistant director of parks and
recreation, said that Monday, March 22, the “City
Council authorized the proposal made by the bicycle
committee to establish roadways from the corner of
35th and East Amazon to University and 18th as an
experimental bicycle path.™

The route will be identified by signs which will
be posted sometime during the spring, dependant
upon when the bids retumn to the Building depart
ment

City Council approves proposal
for bicycle route to University

“The intent of the experimental route,” said
Drapella, “is to check the impact and logistics of a
bicyele route. The council suggested we examine
this route as a part of a total system so that it does
not become an isolated pathway resulting in data
which would not be valid ™

Along with this good news for the cyclists is the
establishment of an informal organization in the
Outdoor Program office called Bicycle Workshop

The first meeting of the Workshop will be
tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the Outdoor Program office
However, Muir adds, 1 want it to be an open ended
sort of thing where people won't have to show up at
any special time ™

hability for a violation " The decision further states
that even if the faculty members had knowledge of
the injunction’s provisions “‘they could not be held
in contempt for their independent action in
disobeving the injunction.”
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In addition, the decision stipulates that charges
of contempt must be tried with the same due

process as other criminal charges. This means that
an individual arrested under an injunction must be
granted a full hearing with proof of guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt, no sell-incrimination, proper
advisement of charges with reasonable opportunity
to defend and the right to call and cross-examine
wilnesses

For university administrators, the Supreme
Court’s decision spells the end of their previously
broad uses of cou.t injunctions in campus law en
forcement

There is no indication whether the decision will
be appealed

Presidential Assistant Gerald Bogen, who read
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a statement from University President Robert
Clark endorsing the bill, told the House Judiciary
Committee the power to obtain injunctive relief
ought to be an institution’s “‘ready reserve."

Bogen said that without the injunction, "our
only other course of action is to call in the police.”

“An injunction gives us the opportunity to serve
notice; it is an in-between step. But we have not
been able to get one before. ™

Bogen said he felt the ability to gain injunctions
was “‘for the student's interest as well as the
University's. "

He said an injunction could defuse and
eliminate violence, while no student need bear the
stigma of arrest and court

“We are looking for a mid-course which will not
necessitate calling in police in all situations.™
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Faculty Senate proposal allows

ASUO to change office standards

By PEARL BAKKEN
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Facully Senate gave support
Wednesday to a proposal which
allow the ASUO to set
cademic requirements for
student office holders
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House committee tables

shield law measure
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