
Rock doctor condemns 
‘bad trip’ treatments 
(CPS)—Dr. William Abruzzi, 

medical director at both the 
Woodstock and illfated Powder 
Ridge rock festivals, has charged 
that current hospital emergency 
room treatment of persons under 
drug-induced bad trips is often 
more damaging to drug users 

than either the drug or the trip 
itself. And in some instances, he 
says, such treatment has con- 

tributed to tripper’s deaths. 

Dr. Abruzzi, 44, a physician at 
the State University College of 
New York at New Paltz, has 
treated or observed nearly 4,000 
bad trips over the past 17 years. 
He says virtually all mind- 
expanding drugs today are laced 
with varying amounts of 
respiratory depressants such as 
thorazine and barbituates, which 
help get users off to a quicker 
high. The danger comes when 
someone suffering a bad trip is 

brought to a hospital and is given 
another dose of barbituates to 
calm him. “This is all too stan- 
dard a practice in emergency 
rooms today,” Abruzzi said. 
“The result is an overdose of the 
depressant. The tripper’s anxiety 
becomes intensified, and we often 
end up with a severe paranoid on 
our hands.” 

He estimates that about 10 drug 
users in New York have died this 
year because of such treatment, 
and countless others may be 
permanently scarred 
psychologically. “In none of the 
cases with which I am familiar, 
have fatal drugs, such as heroin 
been involved,” he said. 

Furthermore, the usual drug 
tripper does not require 
hospitalization unless he is 
homocidal or suicidal, Abruzzi 
said. “What he does need, is 
quiet, a gentle place where 
people are kind to him.” 

“Too many emergency rooms 

treat kids like junkies or other- 
wise put them down. This alone is 
very destructive 
psychodynamically. These 
youngsters are in highly agitated 
states and in no condition to cope 
with harrassment,” said Abruzzi. 
He maintains that each bad trip 
is different, and when treatment 
is necessary, it ought to be 
handled by physicians on an 

individual basis. “The examining 
doctor should treat the syn- 
dromes he finds—comas, 
agitation, whatever—and not try 
to play detective. The best 
treatment in the world is to talk 
the kid down.” 

This is what Dr. Abruzzi at- 
tempts with trippers with con- 

siderable success, both at rock 
festivals and at the college in 
New Paltz where he established a 

drug clinic. 
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“It may be that there are other 
alternatives, and we’ve tried 
some, including the tribunal 
system, Resident Assistant 
sanctions and the card-key 
system.” 

“Students should be the ones to 
establish hours and hire wat- 
chladies,” demanded one 
student. “It shouldn’t be parents 
or alumni.” 

Romm answered by stating, 
"The University is left holding 
the bag.” 

Thornton Hall resident Jane 
McNutt added, “There’s 
something you can do after two 

o’clock that you can’t do any 
other time?” 

Jane then quoted from section 
l-A-5 of the Student Conduct Code 
which reads, “Students shall 
have the opportunity to par- 
ticipate fully in the formulation of 
all policies and rules pertaining 
to student conduct and in the 
enforcement of all such rules.” 

“If you feel we are misin- 
terpreting the Student Conduct 
Code I’ll be glad to go to the 
Student Conduct Committee with 
you,” declared Romm. 

When asked as to the origin of 
the night watchlady’s salary, 
Romm stated, “Her salary 
comes out of the student room 
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and board fee. When you pay 
your $900, you’re trusting us to 
spend the money in the best way 
possible,” he added. 

Incidents of theft and strangers 
in the dorms have decreased 
since the night watchlady and 
Office of Campus Security night 
watchmen have been making 
their rounds. 

One of the alternatives for 
increased security was voted in 
by Walton complex residents 
during Fall term. A 24-hour lock- 
up was instituted after several 
incidents occurred, but, ac- 

cording to resident Jean Niland, 
the policy was voted down 
Monday night, “because it just 
felt like a prison.” 

Students finally decided that 
Romm did not possess the power 
to change the policy and “get rid 
of the night watchlady,” so 

Henderson Hall resident Carol 
Kagy presented him with 37 
petitions containing nearly 100 
signatures, which were cir- 
culated in a one-day drive 
Monday. 

The petitions call for a meeting 
with President Clark and housing 
department officials to suggest 
alternate security measure to the 
night watchlady. 

VUH. 
ON CAMPUS 

THE DRESS STOMPER 
with crepe sole and contrast stitching 

on extra soft leather 18.00 

THE 3rd MAN 
Joseph Cotton as Harry Lime 

and 
Orson Wells 

Academy Award for Best "• the finest and most astonishing 
Cinematography mystery ever filmed gripping 
Grand Prize-Cannes -H.J. Strauss 
Film Tribunal Award-London The Tymes 

Friday, 180 PLC 4:30,7 & 9 p.m. 
A P.S. Films Presentation 

VOLKSWAGEN 
MERCEDES & PORSCHE 

dtrnin 
AUTO SERVICE 

FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS 

GUENTER SCHOENER 
Bus. Ph. 342-2912 

2045 FRANKLIN BLVD. 
Eugene, Oregon 97403 

ANNOUNCING 
The Exotic 

ALI BABA CAFE i 
746-9290 3758 Franklin Blv. < 

Serving Arabian food for the first 
time in Eugene on Thursday, Jan. 21, 
Such as: 

Rolled Grape leaves with 
Lamb Chops. 

Stuffed Zukini 
Famous Kafta & Kibba 
etc. 

Two specials a day: American ! 
and Arabian. i 
See classified ads for the day’s { 
specials. i 

i 

10% DISCOUNT WITH STUDENT CARD 

BARGAIN? 
...only a professional knows 
Today, all diamonds have determinable value. If a 
stone has any worthy quality to it, a jeweler can obtain 
the standard price for it and doesn’t need to sell it to 
you ‘wholesale.” Many so-called “bargain” diamonds 
have first been marked up in order to be “slashed 
down. It costs no more to buy your diamond from a 

reputable firm with qualified personnel to properly 
evaluate the stone you select. As members of the 
American Gem Society, you may be assured of both 
our reliability and proven knowledge. 

MEMBER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY 

l/ 
jewelry 259 Valley River Center 

Daily open 'till 9:00 p.m. 
1027 Willamette Street 
Friday open 'till 9:00 p.m. Sat. 'till 6:00 p.m. 


