
My life 
is a raindrop 

in the ocean 
Ruben Hernandez 

Black 

YES 
my skin is black! 

Grammar is a dull subject, but it can be learned by writing. 
The writings on this page are the result of a High School 

Equivalency Program (HEP) grammar class taught by Nancy 
Lawrence. Miss Lawrence believes that grammar is more interesting 
if taught through writing. 

HEP, which was started on the University campus four years ago, 
is a product of the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO). About SO 
economically disadvantaged youths from migrant families are 
enrolled in the program and these writings, said Miss Lawrence, 
“express what they (the students) are.” 

HEP is designed to help low income youths—who for one reason or 
another dropped out of school—achieve their GED. A GED is 
equivalent to a high school diploma. 

The students must pass a test that is given in five parts to achieve 
their GED. The HEP classes help the student to prepare for the tests. 

One of the five GED tests is grammar and it is Miss Lawrence’s 
task to help students become proficient in the use of proper English 
grammar. 

She says that she stresses the use of grammar as a tool. Many of 
the students enter the class using a “jive” form of English picked up in 
the ghetto or migrant camp. One of the objects of the class is to teach 
students to use English bilingually so they can get along in a migrant 
camp or at a formal dinner with President Robert Clark. 

Youths enrolled in the program are Chicanos, Blacks, Anglos and 
Native Americans. Because of the varied backgrounds of each group 
tension does ensue, but Miss Lawrence says that they “try to create an 
area of understanding between the different backgrounds.” 

Miss Lawrence says that the writings are a lot more exciting than 
normal grammar, “the writings are good because the people are 
good.” 

Is that any reason 
to hold me back? 

Black is strange. 
Black is a brother on my Army rifle range. 
Black is me. 
And sometimes you. 

Think of it: it makes you 
blue. 

Black is like a rainy day in hell, 
Strange? 

Who in the fuck 
do 

you 
blame? 

White 
Yes 

your skin is white. 
Does that make you 

right? 
Is white right? 
Or does it 

bite? 

White is that “man” 

and down is the other man 

So look in the mirror. 

What do you see? 
Two eyes 
A nose 
a mouth 
Just 

me. 

Kenny Johns 

like 

The Day Has Come 

It is the Day when those who keep the house 
tremble, 
And strong men are bowed, 
When the women grind no longer at the mill 
Because day is darkening at the house. 

A storm is coming 
The house is all boarded up 

And the clothes are on the line. 
The moon is rising; 
The trees are very moving. 

A man who keeps the household going 
Is puzzled about something. 
And the women no longer have gone to the mill 
Because the day has come darkening. 

Laura Nunnelee 
Fall 1970 

The Starting at 7:30, I’m picking potatoes. The 
early fog hits my eyes as I get my sack. While 

Potato I pick the first potatoes, my hands feel the 
frozen ground. I get the feeling this is going to 

Day be a long day. As I bend over the second time, 
I can feel my back hurt from yesterday. As I 
keep picking, the bag gets heavier. Then I can 
hear the foreman say, “Pick the ripe only.” 
When I fill the bag up, I take it up and weigh it. 

Fifty pounds times two cents a 
pound. Of course, it takes about 
three to four hours to fill one bag 
up. I’m starting on the second 
bag; it’s 11:30 now. My back feels 
tired, but I have to keep on to 
support my family. I stop for a w- 
hile and it feels relaxing. It gets to 
be 2:30 when the second bag is 
full. Time for lunch. I usually take 
a half an hour. It goes by. I get the 
third bag and I’m hurrying 
because I’ll finish this and go 
home. It gets to be 5:30. The 
potatoes were smaller this time, 
so it took longer to fill it up. I grab 
my coat and start to head home. I 
get home about 7:00 P.M. My 
family has my supper ready for 
me. 

iMow I am thinking about 
tomorrow. 

uonzalo Gonzalez 

SKI EQUIPMENT RENTAL 
Head Skis, Boots, 

Poles, Ski Racks 

NORDIC SKI SHOP 
11th & MILL 343-0013 
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