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The weeks before your wedding
will be like Christmas every day
—except that you won't have to
give any presents in return. The
bride's only responsibility is to
acknowledge the gifts as they ar-
rive, sending a handwritten note
of appreciation for each one—in-
cluding those from relatives of
your finance whom you've never
met, and from close friends.

The wise bride plans her pre-
wedding schedule to allow time
each day for acknowledging and
recording wedding presents as
they arrive. As each package is
opened, it should be listed im-
mediately in a record book. Be
sure to include a description of
the gift, the name and address
of the donor, the store from which
it came, the date it arrived, and
the date your thank-you note was
mailed.

Which Was Aunt Susan?

If you expect to receive a lot
of gifts, it's best to attach a num-
ber corresponding to the listing
on each one—then you'll know
which silver candy dish came
from Aunt Susan,

Thank you notes should be writ-
ten in blue or black ink on a good
grade of white or off-white folded
notepaper. The bride's name or
monogram may be engraved on
the notes but her married name
or initial should not be used
until after the wedding. Deco-
rated notes and those with “Thank
You” or “Mr. and Mrs.” printed
lon them should not be used for
' | thank-you notes.
| The important thing to keep in
| mind when writing your thank.
| you notes is that each person re-
| ceives only one—no matter how
many you write. Each one should
!sound as warm and personal as
!you can make it. This is much
ieasicr to do if you write a few
| each day.

Don’t Sound Stuffy

| One way to keep vour thank-you
| notes from sounding stufly is
' to picture yourself face to face
4' with the person vou're writing to,
You wouldn't say, "I am very
grateful for your most exquisite
| gift" to anyone in person, and
| such stilted language should nev-
er be used.

Don't be afraid to sound ex-
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¥ Wedding Gifts
Require Notes

gift—and the use you plan to
make of it—as much as possible.
If it happens to be a “"mystery”
gift, with a purpose even Ein-
stein would declare obscure, you
can mention its color or materiai.
It is much more gracious to ex-
press appreciation for a specific
“piece of blue glass” or “silver
container” than for a vague “love-
ly gift.” But it's best not to be too
specific if you are not two hun-
dred per cent sure of the in-
tended use of the gift.

Try to put one thought besides
“thank you" in each note. A per-
sonal touch, such as a comment
about the wedding, an invitation
to visit, or a reference to your
new apartment, should always he
included.

Duplicate gifts—whether exact-
ly like or only faint replicas —
pose special problems. Although
it is an accepted practice for
brides to exchange duplicates
(even Amy Vanderbilt and Emily
Post smile on the procedure) no
one likes to think their gift was
one of the ones that was ‘“ex-
changed.” If the gift can be re-
turned without the giver being
aware of it, go ahead—but you
shauld keep it so Aunt Ellie won't
be hurt when she discovers her
silver icebucket is missing from
your new home. Whatever you
do, don't even think of mention-
ing duplication or exchange in
your thank-you note. Those select
few who are not offended by ex-
changes are most often the ones
who send money.

Damaged Gifts

Damaged giffs should also he
handled with great care. If you
receive one from a local store,
return it on the sly for replace-
ment. If it comes from an out-of-
town store, write a letter of ex-
planation and wait for their in-
structions. Be sure to ask them
not to mention the damage to the
donor. Some brides who failed to
make such a request were most
embarrassed to learn that the
stores involved did contact the
donor—after thank you notes with
no mention of damage had been
mailed.

In short, try to make all of your
thank-you notes sound as sincere-
ly appreciative as those for your
first and most welcome gifts. In
the long run, it's the gesture of
giving that’s important—not the
gift itself.
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Man's View of Marriage
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Etiquette States
Bride Always
Gives Wedding

May the groom's family give
the wedding?

Regardless of the wealth of the
groom's family or the modest fi-
nancial means of the -bride’'s
family, it is a rule of etiquette
that the bride's family give the
wedding. This maintains the dig-
nity’ and independence of the
bride’s parents, whose preroga-
tive it is to give their daughter the
kind of wedding they can afford.
The only case in which an ex-
ception can be made is when the
bride has no family.

How about wedding gifts dis-
played?

A bride should show her appre-
ciation for the gifts given her by
placing each one in a position of
greatest advantage. Very valu-
able presents are better put in
contrast with others of the same
quality — or entirely different in
character, Colors should be care-
fully grouped and pieces that jar
when together should be placed
as far apart as possible.

The bride's mother is the first
to select her gown. She should
shop promptly and tell the mother
of the groom the color of the fab-
ric and style of the dress chosen,

At a formal daytime wedding,
both mothers may wear either
long or short cocktail dresses. Only
after 6 p.m.—the arbitrary hour
setl for formal evening ceremonies
—should they wear traditional
evening dresses.

Shoulders should, of course, be
covered at the church.
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