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dan williams

ascending ducks
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Daniel A, Williams, president of the ASUO),
is one of the fastest rising Ducks on the horizon,
Dan, a budding politician who has never lost an
election, reports he was “frightened by the size
of U of O as an entermng freshman {rom
smallish Astorma High School. He had httle
need to worry for his natural political and or-
ganizational ability soon made itself apparent.
He has held an elective position in the ASUO
since he was a freshman, continuing the tradi-
tion he set in high school where he was also
elected to many high posts including president
of the student council. “This is the first spring
in ten vears that 1 haven't been running for
something,” Dan said,
Dan who emulates other leaders—in tacking
up mottos around his office—has a strong mix
of congemality and perceptiveness that results
in an astute political ability. “You must dele-
gate authority in this job,” Dan says. And in
the eves of ohservers he has delegated authority
while retaining the needed s<park to produce one
of the finest ASUOs in the history of the Uni-
versitv. A few of the tangible accomplishments
under the Williams" regime have been longer
library hours, combating the cheating problem
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Dan who 2 A nds 35 to 45 hours a week on the
job, also has found time to work his wa
throueh college. He has held several jobs, in-
('TLE-?.EH_L: W -I:L".".;:' as a fish fn!}t‘r this past =um
mer in Alaska. I bhelieve working my way
through scheol has been an education in itself,”
he said.
Dan who 15 a registered Democrat and an
avowed Stevenson supporter i1s a Political Sci-
ence semor who will say farewell to U of O
this June. I want to go on to grad school and
. get a Ph.D. and then go into college teaching
and eventually college administration as per-
haps a dean of men,” he said. Queried about the
chances of throwing his hat in the political ring
he answers “I'll just see what comes along, I'm
interested in politics, but my first interest-is
education and 1 desire that as a basis for any
electioneering.” He believes politics too “un-
stable” to constitute a career goal,
“I like Oregon a lot,” he says, "but T plan on
orad school at Northwestern or Yale and after
I see other parts of the country, I might decide
to settle there.” As a political liberal he sees
Oregon losing its “fundamentalist” character
and eventually casting a tint favorable to his
political slant.
On his philosophy of life Dan states, “people
shirk their responsibilities to others when they
don’t maximize their abilities. Fach one of us
has a certain ability that others lack and it's our
duty to develop that ability so we may serve
others with it. A person who doesn’t develop
; his abilities is not socially responsible.”
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I\’t‘!ult'{‘[il';_'_' on U of O he said, “this school

has been living down the country club image
for years. Things are improving measurably
now and the school is really a strong one aca-
demically. People here don't realize the national

reputation the University has in many areas,
such as history, liberal arts, medicine and archi-
tecture. The students are self-deprecatory often




