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'a;rry’Orchard' i

(Continued from page 3) [at heart he s still a common
are indeed ludicrous. While at | peasant,
first the sale of the county seat (| FVEN HIS return to the Gay-
is regarded by them as a great |eff estate is comie, almost slap-
tragedy, yet does their attitudei.-'ll.lf?k. As he enters, Varya hits
toward the transaction warrant | him over the head with a stick. |

all the misery it has caused?

Gayeff, in the last act, accord-
ing to Chekhov's stage directions,
says “gaily”: “Really, everything
js all right now. Before Lne cher-
ry orchard was sold we were all
worried and upset, but after-
wards when the guestion was fi-
nally and irrevocably settled we
all calmed down and even felt
cheerful, I am a bank official
now-—a financier-—cannon off the
red-and say what you like, Lyu-
ba, you certainly look much bet-
ter than you used to.” |

To this his sister replies: “Yes, |
my nerves are much better, that's
true, I'm sleeping well.” This is
quite the opposite reaction peo-
ple would have in a tragedy to an
event which forms the dramatic
core of the play.

MUCH OF THE misinterpreta- |
tion of “The Cherry Orchard" as |
a tragedy is caused mainly by
a misunderstanding of the nature !
of a comic character. A “comic”
character is generally expected to |
keep the audience in fits of
laughter, but that they do not
always do. No one would deny
that Falstaff is essentially a com-
ic character, yet his fall from
favor is one of the most moving
incidents in “Henry IV.”

While the characters in “The
Cherry ~ Orchard” arouse much

| It is as if Varya, who intended

| the blow for Fpikhodoff, wanted |

to remind the new “squire” of |
his childhood beatings. W he nl
Varya asks if she has hurt him,

| he replies: “Oh, no, not at ail.’

But there's going to be an enor- |
mous bump on my head for all|
that.” |

All through the play Fiers is
derounced for using an “ohjec-i
tionable word.” The word, which |
Yasha dislikes primarily because |

it fits him so perfectly, has to be |

translated as ‘“ne're-do-well,” |
"“good for nothing” and even as|

1'"53 job lot.”

THE WORD is one which Chek- |

{ hov himself often used during the |

last ten years of his life—"nedo- |
tvopa” ~best translated perhaps

|as “duffer” which is a person |

without any practical ability or1
capacity, or, generally, a stupid |

lor foolish person.” In his note-
book Chekhov gave Varya, .*‘the ||

perfect fool,"” the family name ol'i
Nedotyopina. : |

Gayeff, Mrs. Ranexskaya andl
Yasha are all “duffers” by na- |

| ture, And, too, so is Fiers, whose

inane loyalty to his masters is |
perhaps the most farcical, yet|
the most touching, element in the |
play. "My life has slipped by as |
though I hadn't lived,” he mum- |
bles at the end of the play, and |

compassion and sympathy in the | those words might well be usedi
spectator, this should not blind | as his own epitaph. A comic line, |
him to the fact that, excepting | “Oh, you—dufizr!" are his last |

perhays the mentmn-year-oldlf
Anya, the nature of each charac- |
ter possesses an unmistakable lu- |
dicrous streak which makes|
them essentially comic charac-
ters. |

THE SALE of the cherry or- |
chard does not form the main |
theme of the play. The instant its |
owners appear on the stage it is
quite apparent that they are not
going to save it. The dramatic
interest in the play is then cen-
tered on Lopahin, the orchard’'s
future owner.

Loopahin is a land specula-
tor; what ig more, he is “a ten-
der-hearted man.” But he waves
his hands about and is full of him-
self as a successful business man, |
not realizing that his success has |
killed the finest trait of his char- |
acter; it has removed the artist
in him. .

He walks through life like a |
blind man, keeping to the one |
straight line which he hopes will |
take him to even greater success. [
Nothing can persuade him that
it really leads to failure, the fail- |
ure of a man who is actually |
deeply sensitive to beauty but |
whose obsession with worldly suc- |
cess makes him into a destroyer |
of beauty.

IT IS THE absence of a con-
flict between the artist and the |
materialist in Lopahin that makes |
him a typically comic figure. |

In his relations to the ‘“cry-|
baby" Varya and his attitude
towards the estate’s owners an- |

‘other side of the ‘‘comic” ele-:

ment in Lopahin's character ap- |
pears—the serf in him. In the fine |
drawing room of the Gayeff |
country home he can’t help feel- |
ing that he is just a country yo-
kel. He has plenty of money, but
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words, addressed to himself.

Travelers to gl\:e
Mac Court show

The Travelers Three will pre- |
sent a “homecoming” concert at |
Mac Court November 18. Before '
they became professional, the
Travelers Three performed at |
such University events as Fﬁ‘idayi
at Four and the All-Campus Sing. |

At this combination concert- |

|
|

rally, rally squad members will
give the trio a “breather” with|
dance routines, yells, and the in-|

troduction of football personali- |
ties, !

Tickets are selling for 50 cents
at the Main Desk in the SU. The

entértainment will start at 8.
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Exciting 11-diamond bridal pair in
rich 14k white gold.
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SAFEWAY GUARANTEED MEATS —
YOUR BEST WEEK END BUYS!

T-BONE
STEAK

Tempting Club Steaks

too . . . cut from
"USDA Choice’ beef only.

It's properly aged . . .
just the right number
of da¥s to bring it to

its peak of flavor good-
ness, tenderness and
juiciness. Then we trim
away all excess bone,
fat and'waste.

- SMOKED
HAM

SHORT SHANK

Skinned hams whole or full shank half,
no center slices have been removed.

Ib. 49°
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Famous Morrell’s Yorkshire—Smokes

Ib. 49°
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LUCERNE Extra rich already mixed and
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10°
10°
$l.29

Egg Nog
Butter

G EMPEROR The finest Emperor Grapes we’ve seen in years. They're
"lpes luscious, bright colored and sugar sweet. Fresh from California. Lb.

Sugar | oy
Potatoes 25 ...

10-1b.
bag

88¢

C&H Powdered or Brown. Famous for quality.
Save now for the Holiday Festivities. Limit Please.

U.S. No. 1 Grade
Russet Premiums

FLOUR

The finest .
All-Purpose
Enriched Flour

Prices in this advertisement are effective through Sunday, November 13, at Safeway
Stores in Eugene and Springfield
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