
The Importance of the Why 
Just a minute there. Before you finish that 

final bit of packing and rush out to buy that 

extra buckle-back accessory, just sit down 

on that bulging suitcase—it’s time you 

thought things over a hit. It's time you asked 

yourself why. And don't give us that “are 

they screwy?" look; you owe this one to 

yourself. 
Just why are you packing all these "essen- 

tials" to begin a new life you know very 
little about? Why did you save those pennies 
from that job this summer, and perhaps sev- 

eral summers, to spend them on something 
you're not sure of? Why have you parents 
bustled around making sure you have the 

“right” things for something you’re not even 

sure is right for you? 
Oh, but you are sure, you say; you know 

very well what this is all about—after all 

college, higher education, the American way 
... what is there to question why? 

How about your motive? Well, to get an 

education, of course, is your response to that 
one—what else do you go to college for? 
And what kind of an education? This is seri- 
ous business—we’ve got seniors here that 
don't know the answer to that one. 

Why are you really going into this big 
business of college (if you don’t think it's 

big business, you’d better take a look at the 

budget you've got outlined) ? 

Is it because that’s what has been ex- 

pected of you since you toddled around wav- 

ing a college banner in your hand for the 
relatives? It that’s all you can think of to 

justify this extensive preparation you’ve 
been making, and the money’s there, go right 
ahead—but it might be handy to think of 
some other reason for this higher education 
kick. 

Is it because the rest of “the gang” is all 
set to go—has been since high school com- 

mencement last spring—and you'd be just 
lost without them? In that case, you'd better 
start looking at yourself. Chances are that 

you might even be better off at home taking 
that job at the telephone office—tin; one you 
spurned because you were "off to college.” 

Is it the social whirl that has you excited? 
You just can’t wait to wade into it—rushing, 
the parties, the house dances, desserts—the 
kids in the class of ’56 came back last year 
and told you all about their freshman year 

and vou 1\X( )\Y it's going to In- vour whole 

life. Maybe so. again, we have seniors who 

think the same way—hut not too main 

seniors; they don't usually last that long 
w ith that type of an idea. 

()r is it that you know you can make the 

team, be elected president, show ’em all how 

it’s done? If that's it. line, we need people 
who can do these things. Hut what about the 

stud that goes along with it? Can you take 

the books, the profs, the tests too? It you’re 
not sure, you might have done the right thing 
if you'd gone into the arnn w ith that bunch 
from your class in July. 

But if you’ve made it this far with a 

straight face ami a clean conscience, you’re 
not quite finished vet. Take a look at that 
cartoon in the first two columns to the right; 
it's worth more than a laugh. 

And some folks may think it's a hit ut 

treason for u> to sii^e't it. but you might be 
in the wrong institution of higher learning. 
Try that why once again. Win did you 
choose Oregon? 

Sure, you can go down the list again : the 

gang is all coming, it's been "expected" of 

you, you've heard about the "country club" 
and it's for you. Hut can you say that seri- 

ously ? 

If you've decided on a major field, fine. 
Hut don't count on that one entirely—you're 
still young; we all are. That’s why the 1'ni- 

versity has the general liberal arts course 

requirements for your freshman and -<>j«h<>- 
more years. And dyu't be afraid to follow a 

change in preference indicated by a like "r 

dislike in one of these courses—even if it 
leads you out of ()regon to some other 
school. 

In summary, remember, once again, that 
this is big business. You'd probably give i 

car quite a bit of test drive if you were going 
to spend as much on it as you figure to drop 
in just your first year at Oregon. Hut votive 

probably not given Oregon much of a "tc t 

drive" at all—except in a few cases like that 
social life or the campus fire tree placement. 

And that's why we wanted you to -it dow n 

for a moment. We want you at ()regon, sure, 
but you can do u>—and yourself--more good 
if you know what you're doing here. That’s 
why you ought to know the importance of 
the why. 

‘Rush’ Is the Word 
There’s more trutlj than poetry to that 

word “rush” here at Oregon—especially this 

year. If the whole rushing situation is 

enough of a confuser in the first place, you've 
got it hitting you in the face the first thing 
when you get here. And if you’re a gal, 
you've got to get here a whole week early 
just to get hit by it. 

So just what can we say from our editorial 
pulpit by way of wisdom for the prospective 
rushee ? 

We might offer consolation for the poor 
gal who has to come so early—and might be 

disappointed by the "wrong” house? Or for 
the poor fellow who has to go through rush, 
get oriented, registered and tested all at the 
same time—New Student Week. We might 
tell you that this is just a “one-time” situa- 
tion—that we have an “unusual” football 

schedule with two consecutive Portland 
games and that this was the only wav they 
could work it. We might say that it hasn't 
been this way before and it should not he 

again. 
But this isn't going to he of much help 

to you one way or another. You’re going to 

get in the “right" house or you're not—and 
you'll he confused no matter what. Unless 

and there’s no rule against it vou de- 
cide to wait this whole business out and look 
them all over, then rush some time later. 

But whatever you do—whether our con- 

solation helps you or not—we hope you'll 
take note of the whole confusing situation 
fit’s just as hard on us)and see what you 
can do about getting a later, more sensible 
deferred rushing date set up in succeeding 
years. 
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Second iJloiujlls 
In ‘With the Rest of Us,’ 
The Emerald I akes a Part 
Before we wind this thing up 

once anti for all. there are a 

number of "on se< ond th- ,ugh! 
that we’tl better Invert here for 

you, the new Oregon front. 

It won't be lorn; until you're 
right in here with th. rc.»t < f 

us sweating out the firsi mid- 
terms. wondering .»b. ;t that 
blind date, dodging the t iatl 

Sprinklers (it'll tak* Th <• y--.tra 
of practice i, dashing off for 

the weekend home, ogling the 
"latest" in the campus : lahion 
hou. e windows. wo: dermg why 
you took this cour.v wondering 
how you can get into that 

course. 

And right in he., with ’Ue 

rest of us, it's great' It's Ore- 

gon! And that's where we as 

The Kmerald. come in. 

The Kmerald la-longs to the 

students und actually Is the 
students more than fust the 

hundred or so who slate over 

their labor of love. 
How is it yours? Well, to take 

one instance, it's your campus 
bulletin board change.; daily." 
You'll get the habit of checking 
"Campus Briefs' and the "Cam- 
pus Calendar” eveiy day to find 
out what's up for that group 
you just joined or that class 
that was going to have a special 
meeting. 

It’s your entertainment 
part of it, anyway. l»ng John 
Lengel, our entertainment spe- 
cialist (he's a real live social 
chairman, too) talked about 
everything around us, but for- 
got us. Even old Jaundiced John 
is entertaining reading when he 
gets wound up about a movie; 
watch for him. 

And watch for Jerry Ramsey, 
our allegorical sports editor 
(he occasionally turns to epic 
poetry); he’ll have more of the 

"corn on the rock*'' type humor 
he shown In this Issue lilin miv.t 

this finil attempt, he soys 
claims h>* ni>cnt loo much time 

close to the bride this summert. 

And this corner here is pietty 
Rood at humor 01 even IN- 

intellectual subjects ns it 

• haiigcs from hand to hen 1 

daily. Keep an eye on t:■ s,- 

columnists 

The Kmeratel is also your con- 

science And as conscience 

erally run. we'll probably spend 
mote time < through the edi- 
torials. of course! trying to ;•! 
you pointed in the right dir*., 
tion than patting you on the 
head for being pointed th.it w: 

lint The Kmernld is first of 

all news—news of and for all of 

the campus and campus reln'id 

erents. organizations and peo- 
ple. 

And if you think we're fa’, rig 

clown in any of these areas the i 

The Kmerald is you thro gh 
the Letter* to the Keillor column 
• a feature of this page y i 

ran express your rritirutm 11.. I 

or good of anything about The 

Kmerald or about the camp f 

for that matter. 

Remember these little 

thoughts; we think you'll appre- 
ciate them and The Kmerald 
once you're right in here with 
the rest of us. 
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