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Basic Question: Scope
Of Student Government?

By DARREL BRITTSAN
ASUO President
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Emerald Editor:

This letter refers to Sam
Vahey's “Swan Song"” column
in a recent issue.

“Wheel-barrow races and

house decorations' are not part
of an “alien way of life,” but
are American. When you con-
sider how many people from
the community drive over to see
these decorations and talk
about them, you realize it is
not necessarily “divorced from
life.”

When you consider all the
married students, those who
work part-time and those on
the G.L Bill, as well as many
other serious ones, your state-
ment that students don’t know
the “value of money” and think
“life is a bed of roses” is mis-
leading. How can they believe
this and still feel the Oregon
eeonomic recession, as you also

Thege same students who
“lived' through the 1939 “boom”
which lasted up to present
times, also “lived” through an
era of the world’s most destruc-
tive warfare with friends and
relatives killed. That kind of
“prosperity” 1 can do without.

“Perhaps a depression right
now might do our country some
good” is a dangerous overstate-
ment. Whereas a mild recession
might purge our prolonged in-

" flation, a depression would give
Russia her dream of opportun-
ity. Anybody who lived through
the last depression would tell

yaa that never again
soon, too ill a wind for the
“good” it brings. 1 hear they
don’t go for sport cars or cash-
mere in drab, conformist Rus-
sia. /

Don Easton,

Junior in Education

Emerald Editor:

In reference to your editorial
entitled “Result of ‘White
Clause' Pressure” in the April
8 Emerald, I would like to
clarify the position of Delta
Upsilon, We realize the article
was not directed at individuals,
and we do not intend to argue
the principle involved.

In your editorial, this state-
ment was used: “But the fra-
ternity, to get around the type
of pressure which Koburger
recommends, hides the racial
prejudice of some of its mem-
bers in its ritual.”

In 1834, Delta Upsilon was
founded on both anti-segrega-
tion and anti-secrecy. If there
is any doubt of our stand on this
issue, we invite anyone inter-
ested to attend our non-secret
chapter meetings or our next
initiation ceremony. Anyone in-
terested can contact me,

Rod Wadman
Senior in
Political Science

Emerald Editor:

First let me say that the fra-
ternity to which I belong has
laid down certain requirements

wishing to become a member.
That person must be a male,
first of all. Now I don't see that
this has worked an undue strain
on those that are not males, for
groups labeled sororities have
sprung up with requirements
that their members be females.
Other groups which don't meet
this requirement have likewise
formed with requirements of
their own, but we shall not
bring these little clubs into the
debate.

We also demand that the
males be capable of gradua-
tion from this TUniversity,
though we don't deny people
the right to band together
either, for indeed, we lack that
power altogether,

We like to say that only
“good guys” can become mem-
bers also, the definition of a
good guy being openly debated
in many circles. However, I do
not remember ever being openly
chastised for not passing on a
fellow I did not feel to be a
good guy. Some organization
may disagree with me and think
that this fellow is the best guy
in the world and make him
president of something, but I
will never say they are wrong,

We require our members to
be Caucasian too. We do not
say here either that non-Cau-
casians should be denied the
benefits of fraternity living. I
couldn't, if I wanted to, pre-
vent a non-Caucasian, an ig-

either pledging or forming a

living, drinking or eating, or-
ganization. This is the right of
every man, as guaranteed by

the principles this nation was
founded upon.

Now, by writing this letter 1
have further convinced myself
that there is no issue at all, and
have probably left out
very convincing arguments. For
this I apoligize to those who
read the Letters to the Editors
in hopes of finding a letter that
coincides with their own beliefs.

One further ‘aspect needs to
be investigated before calling
a halt to all of these attempts
to gain national acclaim by
writing letters to people who
feel obligated to print them due
to year-long associations. We
must, I think, get to the basic
question of whether or not fra-
ternities and sororities, as they
exist on THIS campus, are good
or bad.

We must decide whether they
do good or evil by encouraging
other students to attend this
school; taking the biggest share

some

in supporting the functions
which insure Oregon's good
name, such as Homecoming,

Junior Weekend, Duck Preview,
etc., at which Ltime this campus
is flooded by thousands of very
impressionable people; and fi-
nally whether the atmosphere
within  our different living
groups, whether they impress
(Continued on page three)

areas should the ASUO probe?
The existing Senate's action to
investigate discrimination will

probably focus added attention

on this issue,
student
operate
objectives,
that

should be with problems which

Some  feel govern-

ment  should within

more  limited They
would argue our concern
are  solely  student
such as the ski
U N, and the Millrace,
Others feel that the

problems,
Mol

tenm,

should be concerned with all

problems which affect a sig

nificant number of students re-

gardless of thelr scope. These

people would probably praise

the action which formed the

newest Senate commitlee, and

would urge the Senate to take
more responsibility at this level,

Personally, T would agree

with those who ask more of our
student government, It is
charged with the responsibility
of action to promote student
welfare. Thus, a problem which
would affect many students, no
matter how broad its scope, is
a proolem for the Senate.

There is still another point of
view as to what should concern
student government. This year
the Senate and Cabinet have
answered negatively  requests
from many colleges and univer-
sities to join them in writing
letters supporting or opposing
certain national political  ac-
tions. Our.action was based on
the belief that these items did
not significantly affect the stu-
dents on this campus,

I would encourage all po-
litical candidates to consider
this question and decide where
they etand. Should our stu-
dent  government  limit  itself
to wholly campus problems?
Should it concern itself with all
problems which affect students ?
Should it intend that its respon-
sibilities include issues on the
political scene?

Such a decision is a very basic
one in our approach to student
government., For this reason
both - candidates and voters
should evaluate the arguments
and reach a conclusion,




