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Result of 'White Clause' Pressure 
The fight i> on to force fraternities to 

eliminate their "white clauses" or else 
leave the campus. At least thi> i' the aim 
of Charles Koburger. chairman of the new 

ASUO committee to investigate racial anil 

religious clescrimination. Although it is 

very unlikely that the ASl'O Senate would 
recommend such action. Koburger’s aim i- 

probably to attract attention to the pro- 
blem. and hope for such a directive by the 
administration or the Legislature 

Such action has been taken at several 

colleges, where fraternities have been given 
deadlines beyond which they cannot exist 
with "white clauses.’^ Thus national fra- 
ternities must remove such racial restric- 
tions or else give up chapters at all such 
institutions. 

But, accepting that "white clauses” are 

wrong, is such pressure for their removal 

contributing anything to racial brother- 
hood? We don’t believe <o. One need onlv 
look at Oregon's 16 sororites. none of which 
have such written restrictions, to ascertain 
what "progress” follows such physical 
removal. 

The fraternity answer to such pressure 
is removal of the "white clause” from the 

public constitution, placing it instead in 
the secret ritual. This has been done by 
several, and because of this pressure other 
nationals are expected to follow suit. And 
it’s about all anyone could expect under the 
circumstances, for one might just as well 
admit that millions of Americans have 
strong feelings of racial prejudice. At a 

fraternity convention an undergraduate 
who fights the clause on principle (removal, 
not disguise) finds himself needing a two- 

thirds majority to amend and opposed bv 
all Southerners and most older alumni 
members. 

But the fraternity, t<> get around the 

type of pressure which Koburgcr reco- 

mmends, hides the racial prejudice of >ome 

of its member* in its ritual. Thus it can 

hypocritically face the world supposedly 
without racial discrimination. 

But much as we hate hypocrisy, it is 

not the worst results of such pressure 111 

will is stirred up within fraternities, which 
will likely delay the time when true racial 
brotherhood will there exist. 

Most fraternity members feel, rightly or 

wrongly (that's a legal point), that what 

they do is nobody else's business, when 
outside groups force them to adopt sub- 

terfuge (the only result possible, since 
real progress cannot be made until changes 
take place in the minds and hearts of their 

members), fraternities become bitter. This 

strengthens the hand of the extremists, 
who would hold out for centuries if giseu 
their choice. Such ill will weakens the 

position of those within fraternities (and 
there arc many) who are working for true 

racial equality in their memberships. 
That’s why The Kmerald disapproves of 

the aims of those who are presently trying 
to pressure fraternities into removing 
“white clauses." We believe they are damag- 
ing the cause which they should be working 
toward — true racial brotherhood through- 
out society. 

Fraternity critics should remember that 
in most fraternities no man i- pledged 
unless he i> accepted unanimously by the 

chapter members. Discouraging a* it may 
sound — with or without constitutional 
restrictions — the time when every member 
would accept those of other races i-. prob- 
ably many years away. But the eventual 

goal is worth any effort. 

Something in the 'Good’ Class 
It s supposed to be convenient and nicely 

safe from controversy for a newspaper to 

endorse editorially such things a- professor- 
ial lectures, university traditions, sunshiny 
days and the American flag. But the ease 

of supporting these items makes for diffi- 
culty when the writer wants strongly to 
recommend something in that general cate- 

ory. 

Maybe it would be best to say that to- 

night's University-Concert Music platform- 
ance is a return engagement, made so by 
popular demand. But this prodably would 
not excite students who didn't know she 

was here the fir-4 time. Or maybe the writer 
should note that Oina Bachauer is consider- 
ed one of tlie top women pianists of the daw 
Or possibly we should sav that the students 
might show more of an interest in the con- 

cert series if they remembered that these 
free concerts are supported by money — an 

amount recently increased — —from fees 
paid by the students themselves. 

But such arguments are too straight- 
forward and sincere to use on the cynical 
University students who know better than 
to follow up on something in the “good” 
American flag, sunshiny day class. 

(C.H.M.) 

— Letters to the Editor — 

Emerald Editor: 
Brittsan has invited comment 

on His recent column. Here’s 
mine. 

What does Brittsan mean 

when he says, “the tax com- 

mittee was presented with many 
impressive statistics showing 
that Oregon fraternal groups 
are eliminating discriminatory 
restrictions ?" The only statistic 
I saw reported was that about 
half of the fraternities main- 
tained race clauses in their 
charters. This is surely not an 

“impressive statistic.” I would 

say that it uras most disappoint- 
ing. 

In the next paragraph Britt- 

san says, “We must realize that 

very few individuals in (frater- 

nities) can make them entirely 
discriminatory regardless of 
their written fc»ws.” Brittsan 
fails to turn this coin over and 
point out that “written laws” 
often prohibit the members of 
a fraternity from extending the 
hand of brotherhood to non- 

eaucasians when the local mem- 

bership may wish to do so. The 
result is that the members of 
such a fraternity are denied the 
right to choose their own asso- 

ciates. 
As a member of a fraternity 

I have been denied the right to 
choose non-caucasians as fra- 

ternity brothers by the “written 
laws" of my group. Can anyone 
say that my free choice of asso- 

ciates has not been denied in 
this case? Don’t tell me that I 
must choose either Caucasians 
or non-caucasians as friends, 
but not both. 

Kill Alexander 
Graduate in 

Political Science 

Emerald Editor: 
I am very much pleased to 

see that the ASUO Thursday 
night passed Senator Koburg- 
er’s resolution. The students’ 
interest in their own welfare 

(Continued on paye three) 
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Interpreting the News 

Knowland Continues Role 

Opposing Ike s Program 
By JAMES MAKI.OW 

A I* NfWn A nuly »t 

WASHINGTON .P Sen. Wil- 

liam Fife Knowiana. the 48- 

year-old Californian who may 
seek the presi- 
dency someday, 
continues what 

he’s been doing 
since be be- 

came Republi- 
can leader of 
t he Senate in 
1953. 

He continues 

to criticize and 
oppose i’resi- 
dent Eisenhower's program 
when it suits him, which is 
often. If it seems strange that 
the Senate Republican leader 
should buck the Republican 
President. Knowland has of- 
fered an explanation: 

Up thinks, he said, it's his jab 
to bring about a meeting of 

Senate minds on the President's 

proposals. He was quoted in 

Iarok magazine as saving lie 

will agree with the President 

“unless it involves a matter of 

deep personal principles.” 
And he has said he has sup- 

ported Eisenhower's program 
most of the time. Two years 
ago he claimed a fro per cent 
record on that score. 

Eisenhower has avoided a 

break with the senator, who 
must tie a thorn in his side many 
times. Diplomatically he said of 
the differences between them 
that they are really more a mat- 

ter of method than of prin- 
ciple. 

Know land announced not long 
ago he would quit the Senate 
when his term ends in January 
195!). lie had his eye on the 
White House in 1956, until Eis- 
enhower said he would run 

again. Knowland hasn't denied 
he’ll look in the same direction 
in I !)«<). 

Knowland has repeatedly been 
critical of the United Nations. 
Eisenhower has tried to build 
it up and .puts a Jot of reliance 
in it. 

This year Knowland wants to 
cut the President’s budget and 
his foreign aid program. He 
also is against giving Commun- 
ist Poland economic aid al- 
though the administration in- 
vited the Poles over here to dis- 
cuss aid. 

When the administration 
talked of sanctions against 

Israel unell Is gut out of Egypt, 
KnowlamJ called thin immoral 

unless sanction* weie also in- 

voked against Russia for not 

galling out of Hungary. Israel 

pulled its troops out; Huh t 

.still hasn't. 

iming backwards to HIM, here 
wrrr sonic other Knowland po- 
sitions: 

He objected to Eisenhower's 
sending Gen. Nathan F. Twin- 
ing to Russia on a visit. He said 
the United Htates "retreated 
from principle" in agreeing to 
a "package deal" which let four 
Communist and 12 non-Com- 
muniat nations Into the U N. 

He doubted beforehand, the 

wisdom of Eisenhowei s Big 
Four meeting with the Rus- 
sians. British and French in Ge- 
neva in 1953 and cautioned 
against a "sell-out." He ob- 
jected when Eisenhowei that 
same year said he was willing 
to talk to the Red Chinese about 
a cease-fire around Formosa. 

When the administration re- 

leased the Yalta papers — the 
Koosrx elt-< Inirchlll-Nt iilln u ar- 

time talks — and Elsenhower 
said lie hoped they would not lie 

Used for political purposes, 
Know land said, “I don’t agree.” 

He derided as “nonsense" Sec- 
retary of State Dulles’ state- 
ment that this country would 
not defend the Matsu and Que- 
moy islands off Formosa unless 
they were used as stepping 
stones for an attack on For- 
mosa itself. 

Knowland wanted this coun- 

tiy to blockade the Ked China 
coast to bring about the re- 

lease of captured American 
fliers and to serve an ultimatum 
on the Ked Chinese, backed by 
"effective action,” if they were 

not released. 

He got neither wish. Elsen- 
hower suld such a blockade 
would lx* an act of war. And 

Elsenhower left him talking to 

himself when he one time called 
lor a diplomatic break with 
itussia. 

In 1954 he was so displeased 
with the Eisenhower-Dulies 
handling of foreign policy that 
ho called for a congressional 
review of it. And he voted for 
the final version of the Bricker 
Amendment opposed by Eisen- 
hower which would limit the 

President's treaty-making pow- 
ers. 


