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Fraternity System Fine, but... 
We invite attention to a letter to the 

editor from Inter-fraternity Council Pre- 
sident Don McClain which takes issue 
with an Kmerald editorial of last term. 

The editorial was highly critical of IFC 
for its acts at a private meeting of the week 
before. At this meeting IFC voted to-give 
fraternity discipline back to the Dean of 
Men and. to study further the possibility 
of Rsh \\ eek revision, thus delaying a 

decision another year. 
McClain says that “procedural difficul- 

ties" made it desirable for I h'C to give up 
its right to administer discipline. This i- 
an internal matter of IFC. and if its mem- 

bers feel incapable of handling this matter 
then such power should rest with the Dean 
of Men. Hut The Emerald believes that 

fraternity presidents are sufficiently intel- 
ligent. mature and responsible to deal with 
member houses which get out of line. This 
belief in student responsiblity al-o under- 
lies our desire for liberal rules for women’s 
dormitories. 

The Emerald did not say the Rush Week 
revision committee had done nothing. Al- 
though we (and thus the student bodv) 
were not offered it- report, we understand 
that the committee did a very thorough 
job of outling the alternatives of both the 
present system and of deferred (winter 
term) rush. Our complaint was with IFC 
itself, which after years of discussion and 
study decided no decision could be made 
for next year because its members weren’t 
sufficiently informed. If IFC, in a public 
session, had decided the time wasn’t ripe 

lur deferred rush The Emerald would re 

pect that \ieu. But to say there is not time 
to make a decision before next fall \\ a and 
is rediculous. 

We would also take issue with McClain's 
promise that fall term rush is satisfactory 
because it has allowed fraternities to pledge 
good men. While The Emerald strongly 
supports the fraternity system. We feel that 
the welfare of the freshmen should be para- 
mount in setting rush schedules. And there 
is doubt whether the first week of classes 
devoted to rushing serves anybody's wel- 
fare. especially that of freshmen. 

McClain's other point, that The Emer- 
ald may attend IFC only at the discretion 
of the I EC President, is especially inter- 
esting. Technically, lie is probably' right. 
Slnnild I EC ever consider itself so far re- 

moved from the student body, however, 
we would question it- right to decide mat- 

ters of more than narrow, internal inter- 
est; we feel it would thereby forfeit any 
right to set the rush schedule, for example. 
Nor do we consider an official handout or 

the willingness to answer specific questions 
any substitute for full news coverage. It 
is also doubtful whether the average fra- 

ternity man, whom the I EC and its Presi- 
dent represent, would be served bv secret 

meetings of the organization. 
'file Emerald has no argument with the 

fraternity system, or with IFC as it has 

traditionally functioned. We arc very crit- 
ical. however, of the recent attitude of IFC 
and its leaders. Fraternity men deserve 

something better. 

Term of the Great Outdoors 
Spring term. 1957. will only last ten 

weeks—plus finals—but it will undoubtedly 
seem like an obstacle course if the tradi- 
tional attractions of beach, river and mill- 
race are blessed by quantities of sunny 
weather. 

'1 he spring season, coming on the heels 
of a particularly frigid winter term (weath- 
er-wise), may prove to be disastrous to 

saSf?inK bPA’s, but should do wonders for 
the social and extra-curricular side of col- 
lege. 

Theoretically, the winter term has been 
the time to perform that ennobling act of 
"making grades.” Spring has contributed 
somewhat less to the academic standards 
of the university. 

The epic “Oregon picnic” will attempt 
to take its place in the social scheme of 
things in the weeks to come. (Across the 
river and into the trees, and not always to 

grand-mother’s house will we go .) 
Sun porches (and reasonable fascimilies) 

of living organizations will again offer 
specimens for the binocular and field-glass 
set, as well as provide solar energy for win- 
ter-whitened health addicts. 

Beach trips should again prove popular 
with yearly walkouts by freshman pledge 
classes playing hob with usually serene in- 
teriors of fraternity and sorority houses. 

A somewhat more sobering outing will 

likely feature soon-to-graduate seniors 

turned into the wilderness by undercla s- 

men trying to uphold traditions of the ages. 

Sports fans on the local level should de- 

light in the re-appearance at Hayward 
Field of the Pacific Coast Conference track- 
meet in May. This should salve basketball 
fans for the withdrawal of the Harlem 

fdobetrotter-College All-Star and Poston 
Celtics-Pro All-Star games. 

And, to add a needed academic touch, 
seniors will embark upon that last mile in 
June—commencement exercises. Caps and 
gowns will supplant levis and pedal-push- 
ers as the term concludes. 

With all this ahead in a scant two-month 
period, the professors will have to compete 
harder than ever for students’ attention. 

They’ll get some, but not as much as they 
deserve. This is the term of the great out- 
doors. (A.J.) 

Footnotes 
The latest saga of final week concerns 

a studious sophomore who crammed 
through Sunday night for a Monday 
morning exam. He left his living organi- 
zation in slippers, came back to get 
shoes and found he had mis-mated socks, 
got to his exam site and discovered that 
the test was on Wednesday! 

IBM Cards Wild? 
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ISA)0 61T YOUR CARDS—1 MEANT YOUR C/ASS CAfoS!” 

Letters to the Editor 
Emerald Alitor: 

This letter, is in answer to th>- 

editorial appearing in the Em- 
erald Friday. March a. lii.’>7 

Several charges were directed 
at the Interfi aternity Council 
concerning that group's action; 
1 shall try to supply some of 
the "whys” for these actions. 
It is interesting that the paper 
made no attempt to try to un- 

derstand our reasoning. Per- 
haps it is easier to write an • di- 
torial if you don't. The follow- 

ing is a rational for Ilf's con- 

duct. 

We have had a committee, 
ap|Hiinted fall term, slinking 
tin* possibility of II ( iissimung 
punitive responsibility concern- 

ing fraternities. The roiiuiiittcc, 
chaired by Bruce llntin, pro- 
posed a by-law by which the 
current five-man tribunal, ap- 
pointed by the President of li t 

would handle eases referred to 
it by the Dean of Men's office 
or other sources. 

A test case was provide ! by 
two fraternities. This cn.se was 

handled in the usual tribunal 
manner, but the results, not in 

the form of penalties, but in 

procedural difficulties, proved 
unsatisfactory to a majority of 
the IFC members. The jurivlu 
tion over these fraternities was 

given back to Dr. Hawk, Dean 
of Men, and the by-law was 
tabled until after the VVestei n 

Regional Interfraternity Con- 
ference to be held at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon April 0, 6 and 
7. Fraternity discipline has been 
made a discussion topic at this 
meeting. 

The Emerald stated, "IFC 
decided it isn’t ready to disci- 
pline its own members, that 
henceforth such decisions will 
be made by the Dean of Men." 
It is desirable to take this au- 

thority upon ourselves, but 
senseless, as we learned, to 
rush into the thing. We are 

watting to get the opinions and 
experiences of the IFC presi- 
dents in the Pacific Coast area; 
is this unreasonable? 

Rush week revision is a per- 
ennial favorite for committees, 
I admit, but to say this year's 
committee has done nothing is 
a bit hasty. A mimeographed 
report was available to the Em- 
erald on the day its crusading 
editorial appeared. 

The 1956-57 IFC was just 
about evenly divided concern- 
ing deferred rushing. It would 
seem the next step would be to 
work out a deferred system and 
then compare it with the pres- 

int uni*. This in uluil mi* lxi|x- 
tii 'In. The present system Is 

v•• r> satisfactory us fur us gi\- 
mg the fruternUies (mill ill'll 

is collrerliod, unit so lollti as this 

continues tin* arguments fur 

drastic change seem quest loti 

abli*. 

The third point mentioned 

editorially was the banning of 

a reporter from an I Ft" meet 

mg It was Haul tin* violated 
the right of the University stu- 

dent* to know what transpire a 

•it IK" meetings. First, the Km 
*-raId reporter is a guest at 1FU 
meetings; he Is sent iui Invita- 
tion to raeh meeting. He does 

not take part In any of the 
discussions, he Jurt records the 
proceedings. 

If I think we ran carry on a 

rnoie effective meeting in Ins 
absence it is certainly my 
prerogative to withhold an in- 

vitation. Results of the meeting 
were available for the ai-k^ng, 
and were obtained from Dr. 
Hawk on the evening of tin* 

..ling In question, but. If the 
Emerald thinks we are trying 
to hide anything, give us your 
questions and we'll answer 
them. 

As a matter of (art some of 
the answers might have lieen 
obtained hail the Editor seen 

fit to accept our Invitation to 
attend the annual IF<-Dormi- 
tory Counselors Kef real at the 
Oregon coast last tali term. 
• he Dean of Men, the Dean of 

Students, and the Student Roily 
President were in attendance 
and tin* problems of rushing 
and fraternity discipline were 

extensively discussed. 
Unfortunately the editorial in 

question appeared in the last 
winter term issue of the Em- 
erald and an immediate state- 
ment of the position of the 

Interfraternity Council could 
not lie published. It is hoped 
that this letter will appear in 
the first spring term issue. 

Don Met lain. President 
Interfratemlty Council 

Campus Capers 
l ACPI -"Wc cannot sec the 

justice,” says University of 
Kansas Daily Kansan editorial 
editor Jerry Dawson, “in allow- 
ing married students to com- 

pete with unmarried students 
in ‘Marriage and the Family.’ 

"Perhaps an arrangement 
could bo made where the un- 

singles would not be asked to 
come to class until the second 
half of the subject matter is 
taught." 


