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Proof of Responsibility 
Two prominent fraternities stepped out 

of line recently, and got their punishment— 
but at the hands of fellow students. For 

the Inter-fraternity Council tribunal’s re- 

commendation that Alpha Tan Omega and 
Phi Delta Theta be placed on social proba- 
tion will surely be accepted by the Dean of 
Men. 

Aside trom the events leading up to the 

probation, there are two significant aspects 
of this story which deserve special empha- 
sis : 

1. that 111e Dean of Men had enough 
confidence in students to trust the 
tribunal to recommend punishment, 
knowing that their rco innu nda- 

tion would hr difficult to overrule. 
2. That students assumed the re.-poii- 

sibility with maturity. 
Recent criticism of women-' dormitory 

regulations is closely associated with all 
this. C riticism is based upon the rub s them- 

selves, but more specifically upon their un- 

derlying philosophy It is the philosophy 
that freshman women are not mature 

enough to regulate themselves with which 
The Kmerald differs mist strongly. 

Perhaps our view is idealistic, as several 
administrators suggest. Hut such responsi- 
ble action as that shown bv I h'C reaffirms 
our opinion that students in this Univer- 

sity should be allowed to run more of their 
own affairs. 

Better Students and Better Persons 
Answers from members of the admini- 

stration to dads' <|iierie~ about women’s 
dorm rules at their forum Saturda\ after- 
noon were significant. They recognized the 
need for re-evaluating the dorm it' rv pro- 

gram. 
\\ hat form this re-evaluation will take 

we do not know. Neither do we know what 
results to expect. It could mean enforcing 
some rules more strictly. For it is well 
known that violations are the '‘rule" to 

many freshman women. Or it m; \ mean a 

change to a more liberal attitude — one 

that places more trust in the individual 
student s ability to regulate her own af- 
fairs. 

We hope the results will be in line with 
the latter. If they are, they will also be 
more in harmony with some words and 
ideas we heard expressed by the speakers 
at Saturday’s Dad's Luncheon. 

We heard there that an all-important as- 

pect of our liberal arts education is our de- 
veloping the ability to reflect and reason, 
to make proper decision-. Does not the 
process of organizing one's own time while- 
getting this education — deciding where 
and when to study, for instance — play 
more than a small part in this develop- 
ment ? 

The L'niversity of Oregon ten years from 

now was picture*! for ti•»* luncheon audi- 
ence by another speaker. l)tte to limited ni- 

rolimcnt, our students are hound to be- 
come a more mature group — a> at the 
same time they double in number. 

Some form of limiting enrollment will be 
enacted next fall l'ir-t term freshmen will 
then realize that they are here not onlv 
because they have a high school diploma, 
but because they have proved themselves 
m some tespects potential college material. 
These student- should be entrusted with 
the responsibility they deserve to prove 
themselves actual c iic material, and this 
from the start of their first term at the 

University. 
Enforcing rules to govern their college 

lives — rules which are based upon the 

assumption that these students are not 

capable i assuming such responsibility — 

i' incongruous with our I’niversitv’s goal 
of developing truly mature, thinking per- 
sons for our society. 

The ideal way for these students to be- 
come such persons cannot be learning to 

follow rule- imposed from the outside. 

T%hey should be left re-pon-ible to develop 
some rules of their own — rules which we 

think they can and will follow, and which 
will make, them better students and better 
persons. (M.M.) 

— Letters to the Editor — 

Emerald Editor: 
Early in September, we were 

visited by a friend of ours who 
had resided' as a freshman in 
our dorm last year. She con- 

cluded her visit with this ad- 
vice: “It isn’t how many rules 
yob can keep ... it’s how many 
you can break and get away 
■with.’’ 

We laughed, taking the re- 

mark as a joke. We were soon 

to find out how true it was. 

Since then we have seen and 
have been among girls who have 
been carnpused for studying; 
that is, taking an extra library 
night to escape the confusing 
conglomeration of four other 
girls in one room. 

Girls carrying a schedule of 
classes from 8:00 a.m. through 
5:00 p.m. find it difficult to 

complete the required work in 
the allotted 3J2 hours between 
7:30 and 11:00, when the ever- 

popular bedcheck is made. 

Recent rules dictated at dorm 

meetings have restricted such 

things as use of the vocal cords 
between the hours of 7:30 and 
10:00. If one person is caught, 
the whole room is campused. 

Eut the newest innovation in 
dorm rules tops them all. The 
girls’ use of plumbing facilities 
is restricted between these 
hours. So how does that grab 
you ?.' 

Next September, when we are 

thankfully out from under the 
large, all-inclusive thumb of the 
“Handbook for Dormitory Wom- 
en,’’ we may visit a friend of 
ours m the old r esidence. We too 
will say, “It isn’t how many 
rules you can keep—it’s how 
many vou can break and get 
away with.’’ 

Diane Ackerman 
Freshman in Education 
Linda Gaughler 
Freshman in Pre-Med 

Emerald Editor: 
In regard to the editorial 

written by S.V. this past week. 
It seems that the restrictions 

put upon the freshmen women 

on the use of the library are 

highly unreasonable. It seems 

that the girls who got below a 

2.00 are restricted to a five- 
night a week study table and 
that the individuals with a 2.5 
or more have two-night a week 
privileges in the library, where- 
as, those with between 2.00 and 
2.5 have only one night a week 
for library study. 

This is quite to the disadvan- 
tage of the below 2.00 indi- 
viduals because they can use the 
library to the betterment of 
their grades a lot more than 
can the upper portion. 

This is a general feeling 
throughout part of the freshmen 
women. The girls themselves-do 
not consider that the library is 

(Continued on pufje three) 
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The Critic's Critique 

UTs Desire Under Elms' 
Difficult, but Well-Done 

By HEN TROWBKIIX.K 
I aneroid Columnist 

Only the unthinking cun 

truthfully nay they "enjoy" Eu- 
R« ne O’HeiUa powerful tfn,|,|iy 
“Deeire Under the Elms Only 
out of frustration for lark of 
proper description of ore's pc? 
sonal reaction will one v-ik’.v 

settle for “1 enjoyed the phi-. " 

One ran hardly enjoy or like 
what he sees within this drama. 
Its painful to m-e man strij •■■■ 

so naked. O'Neill thrust ir h:-; 

blunt tipped pen and tun It 
with excruciating slownes re- 

vealing man at his ha ■ v,. «■ 

and then admits there is o 

answer to the dilemma 
With no pat answer the th-ioT 

must look for him*! If, in.jutre 
within and in the end probib'v 
eoine no closer to the ttnsv r 

than did O'Neill, who sii( .>i-,t 

the pangs of man’s tins* ness, so 

well-revealed in his posthum- 
ously produced autobiographical 
play “laing Days Journey Into 
Night.” 

Desire for personal posses- 
sion. desire for carnal love. Thi 
is what man is herein reduced 
to. The scene, New England: but 
everywhere in actuality. The 
people, the Calxit family, but :u 

truth the universal "Family of 
Man.” Ephriam Cabot, as Capt, 
A hah, as pointed out by Dr. 
Robert Horn, professor of Eng- 
lish, "struggling with himself 
and the world about.” bring- 
home to hia New England farm 
a young and lustful bride to be 
a stepmother to hia three sons. 

Ehen Cabot, the youngest son 

and Abbie, the young wife, suc- 

cumb to each others attractions. 
In the end their desires destroy 
them, leaving Ephriam Cabot 
with his original dilemma of 
wherein lies the answer to exist- 
ence and the escape from eter- 
nal suffering. 

This is not a play that one 

usually sees on a college stage. 
Many viewed with alarm the 

University Theater announee- 

ment that they were going to* 

present it as one of their major 
productions winter term. 

It is one of America’s great- 
est plays. Many say it is the 
best play of our greatest play- 
wright Eugene O’Neill. It’s a 

tough play. A great deal of ma- 

turity is required in its produc- 
tion. 

Friday evening the University 
Theater presented their first 
performance of this difficult 

drama. The result uu a per. 
formance that is undoubted!) 
lately wen «n a college stag. 

Viler u sloe. first iu-1, often 4 

trademark of O'Neill'*. plays, ill. 
rector I4 II0) Ittn/e v. Iitpp-d his 
player*. Into n fren/> of nn- 

tirlilleil emotion that III i> lung 
alter the final eurtnln falls into 

place. If the remaining jwrfi,nu- 
ance*. are nn> where near I lie 

high polish of <>|M-ning night, 
then this ilratnn of rinifl 1 ling 
anil compatible desire** trill r- 

lalnlt go ilottn us one of the 
I IIIVentity Theater’s proudest 
aehiet ement*. 

Micky Simmon*. «s Aid :»*, 

throws herself intr> the part 
with so much emotion and ■ 

vietton that In the last two a '1 

she had the audience on the 

edge of their seat*, liei is >t 
a “purty" role, hut It is a pow- 
erful part, as is her portrayal 

Her lover Ebcn, portrav.-d 
Cordon Bussey. matched I ■ r 

Iperformance, with perhaps ]■ 
a little too much pushing of 

characterization In the fir t a 

I’ben is in constant conflict. If 
not with his brother*, w 

Ahhle; If not with Abtiie v. ■ 
1 

his father Kpbrtam, and >• ■ 

tainly always in conflict with 
himself. This Is a taxing role 
a role that calls for constai 1 

high voltage emotion. Mr. Km 
sey sank his teeth into the pa 

■ 

and held on to the hitter end. 
Old Kpliriam ('ahot brought 

back a new wife. Perhaps lie 

thought she wan an answer, nr 

a partial answer to liis proh- 
lenis. Instead she was his (le- 
st ruction. Irle White glxrs a 

stirring performance of this 

hard, iiitter man, it portrayal 
so ri niiniseent of (’apt. Allah 
that tlie stage floor seemed to 

sway with the emotional wines. 

Though the first act was .slow, 
it was distinguished hy |{o,<>r 
Gross’ characterization of Si- 
meon Cabot, the oldest sou of 
Kphriam. Marian Holland in li 
first stage appearance, as the 
third son Peter, turned in a a I- 
rnirablc performance, unusually 
strong for a first. 

Howard Ramsey’s renting 
and lighting were in perfect 
keeping with the somber timbre 
of O'Neill’s play. The two-decker 
house was really quite a feat 
of craftsmanship and construc- 
tion. Even the well staged 
square dancing scene in the final 
act didn't dent the tragic tone. 

.(Continued on page S) 


