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Unreasonable and Unfair

Members of college living organizations
were pleased last week to hear of the un-
animous passage by the State House of
Representatives of a bill to kill their retro-
active personal property tax.

Unanimous passage in the House would
indicate that the bill should have no trouble
cetting through the Senate.

If the bill becomes law, the state cannot
charge f{raternities, sororities and
jor the past five years, which it has tried
to do at Corvallis. But
retroactive feature of the tax would be a

destroving the

shallow victory if the tax itself 15 allowed
to stand in the future.
College living organizations pay a tax

on their real property, as does exervone

else. But-they have objected to a tax on

which homeowers do not pav. This property

1s taxed in profit-making businesses, such

as a hotel. but is not taxed in private homes.

The question. then, is whether college

fraternities, sororities and are bas-
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ically private homes, or are profit-making
ventures, such as a boarding house would
be.

Technically, in most cases, the living or-
ganization members do not own the prop-
ertyv., Most such houses are owned by house
corporations. So unless the state legislature
changes the law, college lhiving organiza-
tions are alllmrt‘nl]_\ coing to have to Pay.

A bill which would kill this tax entirely
has been introduced in the Senate, but since
then nothing has been heard about 1t. When
the retroactive feature was killed, a Eugene
legislator sent The Emerald a press release
strongly supporting the change, and term-
ing the retroactive tax “unthinkable.” Bat
he was silent on the merits of the tax iselt,

when apphied to college hving organiza

tions.

y . ’
I'his personal property tax levied against

our groups seems unreasonable and unfair,
The Emerald hopes that the Senate il
which would kill the tax will not be allowed
to suffocate m some pigeonhole,

Carter: 'Go Slow’ on Integration

odding Carter is a Pulitzer Prize win-
Hodding C Pulit P
ning Mississippi editor famous for his fights
against “racist demagogues,” such as the
late Huey Long and Theodore Bilbo. He
has been a leader in the fight acainst the
"hite Councils” and for equal crimina
“White C 1 1 jual 1
treatment for both races.
His advice to “go slow™ on racial inte-
»
gration, given at a campus lecture Friday,
cannot be
Southern white supremacy bigot. He has

been a sympathectic champion of the Ne-

dismissed as the words of a

groes in probably the most backward Sou-
thern state.

His caution that it is a mistake to force
school integration too quickly was based
upon facts. He cited the great
progress that has been made in the past
generation. Within his memory it was con-
sidered very radical and sinful for a white

several

man to endorse separate-but-equal schools
facilities. Now this is the Southerner's an-
swer to pressure for integration.

Carter said great progress has been made,

and will continue to be, if the nation will
let nature take its course. DBut progress
culture that

1r!:1t'L;

takés time, he asserted. in a
for 300 viewed the

as an inferior

vears has man

“Determimation to opnose intt’;'_rutit-t‘. 15

strong and widespread,” he said.which s

fairly obvious even from 2.000 miles away.
3v forcing the issue, he fears outbreaks
of violence. which would set the cause of
racial progress back 100 vears.

Without having ever lived in the South
therefore uninformed, we

can’t help but admit that his theory makes

and rt'f;llixc-i}'
sense,

If the goal is a better integrated society,
that the

I-r'r']‘; ng af

it would seem process must be

gradual. Any brotherhood be-
tween races in the South will not be devel-
oped in courts of law. It must be gained in
the minds and hearts of Southerners, and
as long as progress is being made it would
dan-

seem a mistake to apply too much

gefous pressure.

Mondav, February 18, 1957
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;n}éfpref;ig' the News

— Letters to the Editor —

Emerald Editor:

We do not understand why you
said our last letter was satirical,
Why, obviously we were speak-
ing sincerely! What could be
more fair than the equitable
maxim, “If you cannot catch the
guilty, make the innocent pay?”
The justice of this philosophy is
self evident. If anyone doubts
this, he can ask those on the
University administration; they
will agree.

James A. Cox
Third Year Law Students
Fred A. Granata

' Emerald Editor:

We are indebted to Young
Jack Tanzer for showing us that
the hard-headed and tough-
minded law student is capable of
gentimental attachments. How-
ever, I suggest that Jack stick
to pleading his case through
aqueous argument rather than
by verbose statement. In fact,
it is curious how one so intellec-

tually acute can be so linguis-
tically obtuse,

I am sorry and surprised that
our good friends at Fenton have
resorted to threats of physical
measures if their demands are
not complied with. This implies
a lack of confidence in their
own training. Frankly, I think
the lads are entitled to their
steps. No other group of equal
numbers can so amply fill it.

E. P. McKean-Smith
Junior in Journalism

Open Letter to The Rally Board
and the ASUO Senate:

In the Friday, February 15
edition of the Emerald I read an
article about enforcement of
segregated seating at basketball
games and it reminded me of a
story:

Orice there was an animal
school called Hog U. The ath-
letic contests werg usually well
attended. An “outstanding” fea-
ture of all its contests was the
tradition called “no-humaning,"”

a rule by which all male and fe-
male hog students were sep-
arated at athletic contests, and
the best seats ih the student
section were allotted to the “no-
humaners.”

At one crowded contest, one
hapless male hog student “hu-
maner” and his mate (or date)
tried to sit on one side of the
two preferential sections.

Immediately the Order of the
Oink, traditional enforcing body
of “no-humaning,"” forceably re-
moved the “humaner’” and his
mate (date), and told them to
go to the spots designated for
the lowly “humaners.”

All the other “humaners’” who
had long keenly felt the dis-
crimination against their right
to bring mates or dates to ath-
letic contests, retaliated spon-
taneously against the Order of
the Oink, demanding to sit
where they please in the student
section.

When the bristles had settled,
the Hog U. Tradition Board

American Communists
Merely Change Front

By JAMES MARLOW
AP News Analvst

WASHINGTON #
question that can be

The first

falrly put
Amer-

to the newly-organized
ican Communist
party is: Whom
do you think
you're kidding ?

All the party
did at its New
York convention
this week was
to rearrange the
furniture to
make itself look
like a native,
national American party, con-
cerned only with American wel-
fare and no longer a Russian
agent,

That's exactly what Moscow
a year ago told Western Com-
munist parties to do. The rea-
son  was simple: everywhere
they had run into stone walls

amd  their membership  was
dwindling.
If they could change their

front they might be able to
work with, and infiltrate, other
groups—like labor, Socialists,
liberals — which would have
nothing to do with them so long
as they were plainly Moscow
errand boys.

Thus at the very moment of
declaring itself its own man at
last, the American party was
following the new Russian post-
Stalin line just as slavishly as
it had followed Stalin while he
was alive,

The Russians — after secing
what a little taste of independ-
ence had done among Polish
and Hungarian Communists
who had taken Moscow's advice
too literally — did not want
other parties to go too far.

hastily met and decided that the
tradition of “no-humaning’ was
discriminatory and undemo-
cratie, and abolished the tra-
dition. Thereafter all Hog stu-
dents were allowed to sit where
they pleased, with whom they
pleased in the student section
on a first come, first serve,
basis, and the Order of the Oink
enforced the new edict,

Merle E. Davis

Second Year Law Student

The American Comn
party didn't go too fai Since
Russin's bloody intrusion in
Hungary, the party's news-
paper, the Daily Worker, Liey

the editorship of John Gates
had heen critical of Mouscow

The press woas barred from
the convention In New York
But it can be sald on the hest
authority not a single resolu
tion adopted at the convention
was critical of Russia,

And Gates harely got himself
elected to the new 1l-man ad-
ministrative committee  which
will now boss the party, The
party leadership, despite some
rearranging, remains the sawme,

Until the convention William
Z. Foster had been chalrman for
vears, just as Eugene Dennis
had been secretary. They had
caused dissension among rank-
and-file party members by the
nature of their leadership.

Under them the party had
reached the edge of disaster,
suffering tremendous member-
ship losses and finding itself
isolated from all other groups
in American life.

As a sop to the dissatisfied,
Foster and Dennis were strip-
ped of their titles but wound up
on the administrative commit-
tee just the same, This is sup-
posed to be a kind of collective
leadership. That's what the Rus-
sians have, They set it up after
Stalin's death,

In the past the Amevican
Communist party had attracted
many intellectuals. It shoulkl
have small appeal to intellec-
tuals in the future if they have
any morality.

The American party stands
intellectually degraded to a de-
gree almost unbelievable among
thinking people. It had never
questioned Stalin, either on his
tactics, his interpretation or his
murders until his successors in
the Kremlin denounced him and
revealed him,

Then the American Commu-
nists acted surprised. It had as
one of them said at the con-
vention, always considered that,
what the Russian party did was
“ipso facto valid,” This was a
complete confession  that  the
American Communist party had
abdicated thinking,
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