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Editor's Note:

Recent debate of ASUO Sen-
ate activities has again put stu-
dent government in the lime-
light. This analysis by the Stan-
ford Daily questions the sig-
nificance of student government
at that institution.

Does Stanford really need that
vague, half-hidden quantity
« known as ‘“student govern-
ment ?"" Does it fulfill enough
of a function to justify is exist-
ence ?
True, most students would never
know the difference if it sud-
denly failed to exist. A few
would care, but not many.
Student government’s real
function now is administrative
rather than executive or legis-
lative. It coordinates rather
than leads. Most of its work
centers around appropriating
funds to other student organi-
zaions, stamping “yes” or “no”
on ideas and projects from these
student groups and hassling in
an enervating fashion over the
rewording and organization of
This is a necessary task in
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the funcion of any student gov-
ernment, but it should not be
paramount, as it has become at
Stanford.

Several years ago subjects
pertinent to academic life were
discussed in a healthy and
thorough manner. The Honor
Code was scrutinized and re-
evaluated, the principle and
practice of academic freedom
were delved into, the value of
Stanford’s membership in the
National Students Association
was debated.

The real justification for stu-
dent government is now more
idealism than necessity. It is no
voice of the students now, but
there may be a time when this
voice will be demanded and
used.

For this reason, the agency
through which the student may
spealc and aet is kept in moth-
balls. It is kept in reserve until
either student leaders act to
create issues or these issues
rise spontaneously from the stu-
dents themselves,
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Campus Capers

(ACP)—The Ten Command-
ments are not “archaie,” the
motion picture producer-direc-
tor Cecil B. DeMille told stu-
dents at University of Southern
California, reported the Daily
Trojan.

“They are alive,” he said, “and
should serve as a universal way
of life to all people on earth,
It is true that the people of
today do not bow before graven
images of stone or brass, but
these are paralleled by the dol-
lar sign and selfish vanity.”

(ACP)—Mixing college and
marriage can sometimes be too
much for one’s nervous system
Upon the arrival of his second
child, a student at Northern
Oklahoma Junior College—so
says The Maverick — called
friends with the news:

“It's a father. I'm a girl! I'm
a girl!"”
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—l;ferpreﬁng the News

U.S. Communists Change
Tactics, But Not Purpose

By JAMES MARLW

AP News Analyst
WASHINGTON M The
American Communist pary
gives the appearance of a be-

wildered and split-up outfit as
it pgets ready
for its national
convention in
New York Sat-
urday.

Some Wash-
ington sources
are inchi
take
whal
factions
Maybe so.

ned to
seriously
look like
splits.

But,
until there's more
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party says or does in
can be taken with a
salt,

sobid evidence
the
New York

grain of

whatever

It can be said on the best au-
thority that the American party
was recently told by Moscow to
cut out its yapping, close ranks
and get down to business,

The direction the parly ac-
tually seems to be taking is in
line with what Russian Com-
munist party boss Khrushcheyv
suggested last Febhruary 1o
Communist parties around the
world: a change in tactics but
not in purpose.

In his speech denouncing
Stalin he recommended that
Communist parties who find

themselved at this time unable
to take over by force should try
to take over peacefully by such
methods as these:

Infiltrating other parties and
Iabor unions, putting up united
fronts, acting like independent
national parties to take some of
the curse of Russia off them
and make them less obvious
and objectionable to their own
nationals. He even suggested
that Communists criticize one
another., '

There are, Khrushchev said,
various roads to socialism.

In spite of the gounds they're
now making about being a na-
tional party, the American
group echoed Khrushchev's very
words when its 22-man Central
Committee drew up a new con-
stitution, which will he submit-
ted to the convention and says
in part:

“There are various roads to
socialism and the working peo-
ple of our nation will find their
own road.”

As a result of Khrushchev's
speech, revelation and recom-

mendntior there has bhee
three-way dispute in the Amer
Cin party more or les pub-
licly nired:

1. William Z. F« the 76

year-old chairman of the party

an old Stalinist, He docsn't
want any drastic change in the
|.:':‘.' He wants tight discipline,
a minimum of criticlsm and de-

votion to the Russian line

2. Eugene Dennis, party sed
retary and considered
the brains of the American
party, has taken a cantions
middle-of-the-road approach but
is understood to have swung
over to Foster now.

4. A third group-particularly
the editors of the party's news.

paper, The Dally Worker —hax
been more critical of Russia
than Russia likes although

criticism was suggested by Mos
cow in the first place

This group talks of the need
for American communism to
act more independently. In this
group are the paper's editor in
chief John Gates; its managing
editor Alan Max; and its fo
eign editor Joseph Clark.

Before the party was stunned
by Khrushchev's switch of last
February, it has already suf-
fered terrible damage.

Under government prosecu-
tion and investigation party
membership had dropped from
perhaps 75,000 to 25,000; of the
top leaders, 108 had been tried
and jailled for conspiracy to
overthrow the government;
more than a score of Com-
munists had been jailed for per-
jury or other misstatements.

And worse—as the party pub-
licly admitted last spring and
summer — American communism
had committed enough mistakes
to wreck any American political
party.

It admitted that it had mis-
understood American life so
badly it had been swept out of
the mainstream; that it was
alienated from organized labor,
that it had misjudged the de-
sires of American Negroes; and
that it was completely wrong
in thinking the American econ-
omy would collapse, as Russian
Marxists had said it would.

The most pathetic self-reve-
lation of the American Com-
munist party is this: It needed
a kick in the pants from Khru-
shehey to make it think maybe
it could do better with a change
in tactics,




