
Natl IFC Official Defends Fraternities 
(Editor’* Note: Koprlnted lie- 

low Ik I he neeotld of th«* two re- 

cent American H'celily articles 

ilHiatlnx the worth of the fra- 

ternity ay (Item. H«IhtI 1*. 
Brown, pawt chairman of the 
National IntnrfratorMty Con- 

fiTHicr, iinnwi-ri'd Sloan VVII- 
aon'a attack, reprinted in vfon- 

day'a Kmrrald, with till* de- 
fense of the ayatem ) 
To prove how vicious college 

frnternilies are. Mr. Sloan Wil- 
son last week used as hia prime 
example a fraternity initiation at 

Maasachuaettx Institute of Tech- 

nology >n which a pledge fell 
tin ouch the Ice and wax drowned 
in a pond. 

I am sure that on sober second 
thought Mr. Wilson will agree 
that he has not proved fraterni- 
ties "stupid," “witless,” "juve- 
nil«” and "purj>OHeless" (or any 
of th<- other angiy adjectives he 

hurled at themj, by hia aingle ex- 

ample of tragedy. He should be 
well aware that several hundred 
thousand college students are 

prevented from falling Into holes 

by fraternities from falling Into 
social awkwardness, failing 
grades, athletic inertia, and ig- 
norance of group living. 

I refuse to reply to Mr. Wil- 
son In the style of his uttaek; 
rather I wlU answer his “argu- 
ments" with a defense of fra- 
ternities, which I will attempt 
to make more well-proportioned 
and level-headed than his broad- 
side. 

What would Mr. Wilson find if 
he would look for the truth about 

college fiaternitles? He would 
find, fiist of all. that there are 

12,000 chapters of Greek-letter 
societies In the United States 
with a total membership of four 
million. If fruternitles are "pur- 
poseless." why have 225,000 new 

members Joined them in the past 
three years? If fraternities are 

"unnecessary,” why have 381 new 

chapters ‘wen established in the 
same period ? Would so many 
young Americans in so many 
places go into organizations that 

are "stupid, witless and juve- 
nile" ? 

If Mr Wilsln believes so, then 
his faith in the wisdom of the 
American people is pretty weak 

Fraternity life is continuing to 

flourish because fraternities exist 
to answer genuine student and 

college needs, because fraterniti'es 

help in the attainment of worthy 
educational, social and personal 
goals. 

“On our rumpus,” nays Chan- 
cellor Kthnn A. II. Stephloy of 
Washington University (St. 
I/onis). “fraternitl"* an* a very 
real asset. I frankly don’t know 
what we would do without their 
lufliieiiee and support. We are 

proud of-them and the reeord 
they have made.” The testi- 
mony of dozens of other college 
presidents—men like George 
Bowman of Kent State (Ohio), 
Harlan Hateher of Michigan, 
and Milton Elsenhower of Johns 
Hopkins University—tells the 
sume story: “fraternities are 

needed. 
The reason that the great good 

in fraternities is so clouded is 
that, unforunately, only the freak 
prank makes the headlines; only 
the tragic slip arouses righteous 
indignation. The many valuable 
things that American fraternities 
do for their members, their col- 
leges and their communities— 
their many fine purposes and 
achievements—go unheralded be- 
cause activities like working in a 

community chest drive, or teach- 
ing a Student how to conduct him- 
self socially, are hardly the stuff 
of news. 

When a student is accidentally 
hurt in what is usually harmless 
fun, people are quick to cry out 
that fraternities should be driven 
from the land like the plague. 
But when a student’s marks are 

raised by the help he receives 

from liis fraternity brothers, when 

community H*d Cross receives 
blood from a chapter, when a col- 
lege i;t saved from a housing prob- 
lem by a group with Greek let- 
tern, too few people know about 
It. 

Ksnetly wliat are the values 
of American fraternities — to 
the student, to the sehool, and 
to the college community — 

values that are so often lost be- 
hind scare headlines and dis- 
torted by attacks like Mr. W'il- 
sor' ? 

Ft atemtilc* make Important 
contribution* to the minds, char- 
acter* and personalities of their 
members. 

First, each fraternity has a tu- 
toring system in which members 
proficient in certain studies help 
members who are less proficient. 
It is often the coaching of a fra- 
ternity brother that prevents a 

fratermy man from failing a 

course. 

Mr. Wilson mocks at frater- 
nity's “boy scout code of honor 
which *makes their members 

fairly hurst with pride” but one 

great source of fraternity pride 
Is the achievement of high 
scholastic marks by its mem- 

bers. Fraternity brothers do 
not tutor one another simply 
to prevent failure In subjects, j 
They exchange knowledge, so 

that the students In their chap- 
ter can make the best marks on 
the campus. 
Ask any fraternity man and he 

will tell you how often a "semi- j 
nar" with his brothers the night 
before an exam rained his marks. I 
If this is a “boy scout” code, then 
to tie out of the "boy scouts” is j 
to enjoy being a moron. 

It is an undisputed fact that 
the social programs of fraterni- 
ties give members poise and 
polish which would develop more 

slowly- and perhaps not at all 
If the students were to live 
alone. Fraternity parties, outings, 
dances, and sports enable a stu- 
dent to shed his adolescent awk- 
wardness and Icaro to move with 
confidence among members of his 
own and the opposite sex. In ad- 
dition to helping a man's grades, 
fraternities help him feel at ease 
on a dance floor, on the baseball 
diamond, on a committee—or ini 
any facet of group living. 

Fraternities develop qualities 
of leadership In their members. 
They inrulrate in them stand- 
ards of good conduct, good 
manners, good taste, and good 
sportsmanship. Most important, 
fraternities teach members to 
live together in harmony, and 
understanding. 
Mr. Wilson rejoices over the 

advantage a college student re- 
ceives when he does not join a 

fraternity. 
Shortly after graduation, most 

of these students will be asked— 
with no refusal permitted — to 
join a larger and less friendly fra- 
ternity called the United States 
Army. 

Who doM Mr. Wilson think 
will be better prepared to cope 
with the trials of group living 
found In the military service— 

the “lone wolf” or the frater- 

nity man ? The essence of 
America, as President Elsen- 
hower has so often said, is the 
team—both in peace and war. 

And does Mr. Wilson believe 
that the ‘lone wolf” can learn 
the principles of self-government 
in his single room? He can read 
about them in history textbooks; 
but the fraternity man works 
with and studies these principles 
as they are alive in the political 
organization of his chapter. 

Critics like Mr. Wilson are si- 
lent about the financial aid that 
Greek-letter societies constantly 
provide for students. Through the 
years, many fraternities have 
built up foundations to enable 
needier members to continue 
higher education. Without fiats 

from these foundations m»»ny 
boys would never get a .college 
education. 

How do fraternities help the 

colleges? First, and most im- 

portant, they do so by housing 
many students. I'raternties fur- 
nish high-quality housing fa- 
cilities which many colleges 
could never offer. If Mr. Wilson 
considers this "Juvenile” then 
we must assume that he con- 

siders It "adult” for college 
students to live In tents. 

Lest Mr. Wilson think that the 

only activity of college frater- 
nities is sending students out to 
fall through icy ponds, here are 

others that might interest him: 

Fraternities throughout Amer- 

ica donate blood, work with com-| 
munity chest drives, give chil- 
dren’s Christmas parties, enter- 
tain orphans and underprivileged j 
children. They operate foreign 
student exchange programs, sell 
Raster and Christmas seals, col- 
lect clothing for refugees. They 
raise funds for the fight against 
polio, cerebral palsy, heart di- 
sease, and cancer; assist in the 
CARE program; and in many 
other ways help local, American, 
and world society. 

Such activities arc typical of 

fraternities, which Mr. Wilson 
considers “stupid and purpose- 
le**.'* He and other critics con- 

tinue to shout: "Yes, but M hat 
about ‘hell week’ and discrimi- 
nation?" 

AH right, what about them? 
The people making the most 
noise about an occasional “hell 
week" abuse do not seem to hear 

or care -that fraternities them- 
selves are eliminating archaic 

hazing practices. And no segment 
of American society has been 
more shocked or distressed over 

"hell week" tragedies than the 

college men and women of Greek- 
letter societies. 

Fraternity members are the 
first to admit that outmoded haz- 

ing practices are a shortcoming 
in the fraternity system. In the 

past 10 years, "hell week" has 
become "help week" on most 

campuses. Instead of getting lost 
in the woods, students now spend 
this initiation period working on 

chores which improve their fra- 
ternity houses, their school and 
their community. 

Fraternities have been fur- 
ther condemned for being selec- 
tive in choosing their members 
but can you. Mr. Wilson, name 

a single social organization In 
this country that does not prac- 
tice some type of selectivity in 
the choice of its members? But 
Just to set the record straight, 
a few decades ago 44 of the 58 
social fraternities in the Na- 
tional Interfraternity Confer- 
ence at that time had restric- 
tive membership clauses based 
on race, color or national 
origin in their constitutions. 
Today, no more than a dozen of 
the 61 groups in the Conference 
have such clauses. 

People are innate joiners, Mr. 
Wilson. If there were no frater- 
nities at colleges, cliques of peo- 
ple with similar interests would, 
naturally, get together anyway. 

In fact, consider what colleges 
would be without fraternities. 

There would be fewer stu- 
dents (for there would be fewer 

scholarships), lower marks. 

Petroleum Corporation 
Awards Scholarships 

Scholarships for graduate study 
in Venezuela are being offered to 
qualified students by the Creole 
Petroleum Corporation. 

The awards, carrying a stipend 
of $5,000, are for one year of 
graduate work in any field of 
study, but preferably petroleum 
engineering, at any of five uni- 
versities in Venezuela. Interested 
students should contact the Of- 
fice of Student Affairs. 

(ivfrmwdcd dormitories and 
less effective social, ahtlctie, 
and self-government p tor rams 

for great number* of students* 

Fraternities — or groups like 
them (whether they are called 
"eating dubs” or "houses* or 

“societies",)—will always exist at 
colleges because they answer a 

definite need. Dr. Milton Eisen- 
hower- who has been president of 

three colleges and who was re- 

cently appointed by his brother 

Dwight to help make North, Cen- 
tral and South America into one 

big fraternity—summed it up this 
way: “Fraternities and sororities 
are workshops in understanding 
and cooperation. They are anvils 
upon which the character of indi- 
viduals may be fashioned for 
service beyond self.” 

by Chester Field IT’S FOR REAL! 

THOUGHTS FOR TODAY $1.98 
I met a man with a rather large head 

Who looked at me and finally said: 

“If ever you’re caught 
Without any thought 
And you think that you ought 
To be thinking a thought, 
Buy one from me before it’s too late. 
Thoughts for today, only 
one-ninety-eight.” 

“A reasonable price,” I said and bought 
The following brainy, thoughtful thought 
FAINT PLEASURE AIN’T PLEASURE! 

Take your pleasure big! Smoke the cigarette 
that gives you more of what you’re 
smoking for more real enjoyment, more 
real rich flavor more smoking 
satisfaction. Smoke a Chesterfield and 
enjoy it to the hilt! 
Smoke for rocH ... smoko Chesterfield! 

Olignnt UymTAnw Co. 

By appointment purveyors of soap to the late Km| Geoff® VI, Vardley & Co., Ltd., London 

I 

Instant! Yardley Shaving Foam 
• super-wetting lather at the push of a button 
• stays extra moist—doesn't dry on the skin 
• remains firm until your shave is complete 
• leaves face feeling smooth, fresh 

Cuts normal shaving time by half I 
At your campus store, $1 

Yardley products for America are created in England and finished in the U.S.A. from the original English 
formulae, combining imported and domestic ingredients. Yardley of London, Inc., 620 Fifth Awe., N Y C. 


