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Barrels of Politicians

Does our University have the measles, or
has it become a social outcast? Organizers
of tonight’s mock political convention, or
“QOperation. Politics,” may have wondered
at times as they canvassed the country for
a keynote speaker of some national promi-
nence. Polite “no’s” were heard again and
again.

So the search was directed back to Ore-
gon, and Howard Morgan, chairman of the
Democratic state central committee, con-
sented to appear. Morgan is an intelligent
and capable party leader and a good speak-
er. He should launch the mock convention
off to a good start. But the question re-
mains, why was it so difficult to obtain
a keynoter?

The answer is obviods. We waited too
long. Politicians are busier than ever these
days with primaries cropping up throughout
the nation. Most of them are committed
weeks in advance. Yet is was only two
weeks ago that we tried to obtain Adlai
Stevenson. And to make matters worse, his

campaign workers waited five days before

they said “sorry.”

Then John Kennedy, youthful sénator
from Massachusetts was contacted. He
would have made an ideal speaker for a
college audience. But the story was the
same—"‘not available.” Similar replies were
received from Thomas Finletter, ex-secre-
tary of the Air Force; Representative Rich-
ard Bolling of Missouri, and Oregon Demo-
crats Wayne Morse, Richard Neuberger and
Edith Green. They all would have been
happy to come, but couldn’t make it on
such short notice.

It's apparent that next time the selection
of a keynote speaker should be considered
months, not weeks, in advance of the event.

It wouldn't be too soon to begin the search

three or four months beforehand. Undoubt-
edly we'd have considerable more success.

Luckily, however, we do have a well-in-
formed and able speaker. Tonight's experi-
ence in practical politics should be more fun
than a barrel of politicians, and more im-
portant, it will be_educational—if we want
it to be so. And we do, don't we?—(].C.R.)

Independent Study

An experimental change in curriculum
which has been tried at Brown university
the past three vears has shown some inter-
esting results, according to an article in
the recent quarterly report of the Carnegie
corporation.

Three years ago a special series of courses
for freshmen and sophomores was added to
the school curriculum. Briefly, the idea
behind these courses is to direct” the stu-
dent in independent study, group discussion,
critical writing, reading, and,thinking. This

traditional lecture-

method replaces the
recitation method. The program is optional
the standard curriculum is still offered.
The series of courses is called “The Iden-
(1C).

Twenty-four of these IC courses are of-

tification and Criticism of Ideas”

fered, such as history 1C and economics i

The admiinstration of Brown university
believes thé program has been very suc-
cessful. It savs that more students choose
the new curriculum thau had been expected.
Upperclassmen regret that the IC courses
are not open to them. Faculty members say
they had never realized the capacity of their
underclassmen. «The students taking the
courses are showing more interest in edu-
cation, especially on the graduate level.

Henry Wriston, former president of
Brown university, has said, “The greatest
has ever been made in Amer-
at all levels, from kindergar-

mistake that
ican education
ten to Ph.D., is underestimating the ca-
pacity of the student.”

Perhaps Mr. Wriston is right. The re
sults at Brown would seem to indicate that

he is.

If so, this leads to another interesting
thought: What

modern American student? How huch does

is the learning capacity of

he want to learn? The answers might be
found in the results of such programs as
3rown’s. And these results might greatly
surprise us.—(A.H.)

LOOKING AT THE WORLD

Keystone Kops Stir Up Traffic
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Canadian Beavers
GoPogo for President
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