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Passion for Asininity

Being told what to do or think ordinari-
ly is anathema to the college student. All
through his life he has been dependent upon
the wishes and dictates of others. So when
he arrives at college his reaction is only
normal — he wants to be independent, to
think for himself, and to make his own de-
cisions. :

But some people don't believe that the
average collegian is capable of this. Such an
opinion is held by Raymond Moley, ex-New
Dealer turned reactionary columnist to
Newsweek magazine. Moley dvnamites the
American Association of University Pro-
fessors for its censure of institutions which
dismiss professors who use the Fifth
Amendment or who have present or past
ties with the communist party (Newsweek,
April 23).

He says that “the assertion that students
may be taught by Communists so that they
‘can be checked by open discussion’ is non-
sense. What goes on in a classroom is not
‘open discussion.” The teacher has every
advantage over his students — age, schol-
arship, articulaténess, and authority over
giving or withholding credits.”

In addition, Moley looks with horvor at
the Princeton students who recently asked
Alger Hiss .to appear. on their campus.
““That amazing performance by a group of
boys with a passion for asininity will be
welcome news abroad,” warns Moley.

Mr. Moley is indeed a skeptical man. We
wonder if he is under the impression that
university faculties are staffed only with
commumnists, Fifth
Amendmentites? Or does he recognize the
fact that we do get the other side of the
picture, and much more of it than he must
imagine? If he realizés this, then does he
believe that democracy will not stand up
before the inquiring mind?

ex-communists and

We don’t recommend that communists
take over our classrooms — an eventuality
which Moley seems to anticipate. But we
suggest that men of Mr. Moley’s frame of
mind place a little more faith in us and in
the democracy we espouse. We're past the
“boys” stage we hope, and our form of
government looks pretty good to us.

—(J.C.R.)

Beyond a Degree

From the Daily Texan:

The speaker who calls a college degree
for a woman a “degree of security” scems
to have something.

We are happy to see the temper of the
age has so adroitly reached our campus. As
long as our degrees are geared to security,
we need worry little about wornout doc-
trines, queer literatures, dead histories. And
as long as there are young ladies who hape
— by attendihg classes and bloating them-
selves for quizzes — 1o have a “much easier
time finding a position,” there will be scant
danger of the more subtle purposes of edu-
cation displacing sound, sensible, secure
materialism.

We would
women for their intelligent response to such
Their

men who equally desire security, bank ac-

even commend University

coricepts. devoted quest of voung
counts, and the compassion of corporate
paternity stirs one with . images-of a re-
vamped American dream. Such i1s happi-
ness.

Our speaker warns University gals to be
aware of the source of a man's income be-
fore she marries him. This is reasonable.
Modern advertising proves the point; here
is an illustration of a domestic scene: The
man stands at the door dejected. He has
just been discharged from his position, and
he comes home to tell his wife. She sym-
pathetically rephes that he ought long ago
to have bought that course of lessons. Or
she consoles him with the question, “Why
15 it that all the others have gone ahead
and you have not?”

By contrast there is a series of invitations
to enter the temple of learning in which a
wife leaning
over her hushand’s shoulder. He holds a

is portrayed affectionately
pay envelope in his hand, and says to his
wife, “I am making real money now.”

If a University lass alerts herself soon
enough, by avoiding some University men
as poor investments, she may vet find com-
placency. It awaits here somewhere over
the rainbow, or, as her adviser would have
it, just around the corner and beyond a de-
gree,

INTERPRETING THE NEWS

Concrete Display of Altruism
Would Aid Democracy Expansion

o

By J. M. Roberts
AP News Analyst

This is a moment in world his-
tory where a concrete display
of American altruism might go
far toward creating a situation
in which democracy would have
a better chance to expand, and
communism a lesser one.

There is one way in which
such a display might be at-
tempted toward which Congress
and successive administrations
have been cold. That is by turn-
ing over much of the foreign aid
program to the UN. .

President Eisenhower bare-
ly touched on it at his news
conference Wednesday. He
said he favors bhaving the
United Nations take a more
active inferest in the handling
of foreign aid.

He didn't spell it out. An ac-
tive interest might consist of a
contribution of advice from U.N.
agencies already at work in the
field. It might result from
larger participation by the
United States in the work these
agencies are doing.

The United Nations has a

small program almost parallel
to the American economic aid
program. The U.N. activity is

largely financed by the United
States.

But the United States, by
will of Congress, wants to
keep strings on its major ex-
penditures in this field. It has
used the foreign aid pregram
to enforce observance of some
of -its other policies by for-
eign recipients.

For that reason, some coun-
tries like India have accepted
help only with reluctance. They
don’t like the attitude of “see,
it pays to line up with Amer-
ica.” It runs against their pride
and their philosophies. They re-
act the way Americans would
if some giant business founded
a university purely for the pur-
pose of ‘turning out only_ cap-
italist-minded graduates.

There is a sneaking suspicion
that the foreign aid program,
especially if it develops the
long-range aspects now pro-
posed, will not be a complete
suceess until it looks less like
pure self-interest,

Secretary Dulles addressed
himself to a connected idea
when he suggested the Eu-
ropean satellites might begin
the road back to self-determi-
nation by sticking to Titoistic
communism while weakening
their connection with interna-
tional communism directed
from Moscow.

Vast areas of the world are
going through a revolution, in-
tent primarily on independence,
and willing to takg¢ chances with
international communism’s help
as against the already experi-
eneed effects of Western co-
lonialism.

America's alliances with West-
ern colonial powers make her
suspect among submerged peo-
ples. There is fear of penetra-
tion by and eventual depend-
ence on an incredibly powerful
economic force.

When the President's study
group is formed it is going to
have to consider very carefully
whether a large part or even all
foreign economic aid might pro-

duce better results if divorced .

from military aid and turned
over to the T.N.

Regulations
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THE LOOKING GLASS

'Gray Flannel Suit Dies
In The Cutting Room

By Bob Davis
Emerald Columnist

“The Man in the Gray Filannel
Suit” is another Hollywood
adaptation of a best selling
novel which has suffered at the
hands of the script writers and
died in the cutting room. The
picture runs over two and a
half hours trping to capture the
scope of the book and comes out
with only a few commendable
but disjointed
credit,

Gregory Peck is his usual
polished best as Tom Rath, a
man shaped by the horrors of
war, a war-time bout with
adultery, an ambitious wife, and
the various personages in a high
pressiire public relations job.

Director Nunnally Johnson
tries to do justice to all the

forees influencing Rath and
has just confused most of the
audience and the principals.
The film has more messages
than Western Union, but the
men  pressing the telegraph
" key do not have steady hands.

Jennifer Jones is as compe-
tent as the rest of the cast in
her role of the wife who wants
to push her husband into the
five-figure income bracket. The
role, itself, however, has a hol-
low ring that can be heard clear
across the broad expanse of
Cinemascope,

First she wants her husbhand
to reach the top solely for
money. When he gets there she
refuses to let him butter up the
bosses to get ahead. Later on
.she is derisive towards poor Tom

BCenes Lo is

because he is too pre-oceupied
money. All the
professes the deepest
love for her although the audi
not let in on the reason
why he should

with making
while he

once s

One of the real character-
izations that emerges is that
of Mr. Henderson, a three-
uleer executive who has bullt
up a large broadeasting cor-
poration and has
realize that perhaps he has
given up too much of life in
its constroction. Yet he Joves
it dearly as his child, not as
the boot-liekers who see It as

come fto

a tool for their own greed.
Few actors but Fredriec March
have given the
balance of business seénse and
humanity to this Madison Awe-
nue titan. The scenes that coms
off best are those with Rath
and Mr. Henderson, the execu-
tive who admires the newcom-
ers honesty, and Rath who acts
as March's confidant, hearing
of the paing n man must suffer
a8 the head of a large and high-
ly competitive company.
Rounding out the all star
cast is Marisa Pavan as the
Italian girl that Tommy fell for
during the war, Lee J. Cobb as
a small town judge who helps
young Rath, and Arther O'Con-
ness as the office “yes" man.
All do an excellent job with the
material they must work with,
Summing up: “The Gray

could proper

Flannel Sult” is expensive and
more colorful than the shade
suggests, but the tallors have
bhotched the job.
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