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Vote ‘Yes’ Friday

The outcome of Friday's special election
on the proposed constitutional amendment
won't have much effect on the ASUO elec-
tions next week, but it will simplify the en-
tire election procedure in coming years.

The amendment would specifically abol-
ish the all-campus primary, which was not
held this year because no contests had de-
veloped until after the date for the primary
had passed. In addition, some other minor
rules would be inserted in the Constitution.

The all-campus primary has been under
fire from various groups ever since it was
adopted three years ago. AGS has been the
leading opponent, and has advanced some
excellent reasons for abolition. We agree
that any party should have the right to
choose its slate in any manner it wishes.

The primary tended to rigidify the old
two-party system by taking the selection
of the slate out of the hands of the parties
and giving it to the ASUO. This also meant
that the ASUO had to pay the costs of two
elections instead of one, and gave the ASUO
vice-president another election to worry
about.

More important, however, the all-campus
primary is made obsolete by the present
fluid party system. The primary was de-
signed to fit only the two-party system.
Now that prospective candidates are no
longer limited to two parties, and can start

their own party at any time, it has no func-
tion.

The other provisions provide that the
president will be elected by a majority of
the the voters, and that defeated candidates
for ASUO president will be eligible for
clection as senators-at-large,

We believe that majority election of the
president is necessary to maintain the pres-
tige of the job, and to give him a firmer
foundation for his dealings with groups
other than the ASUO. The president, in
contrast to the senators, represents all the
student body, not just a portion of it.

The third provision, that defeated presi-
dential candidates become eligible for sena-
tor, is now in effect. However, the wording
had to be chamged when the provision for
majority election was put in.

Each senator represents a certain percent-
age of the students. They are the ones that
elected him.
lieves he has enough backing to become
president, but loses and is left out complete-
ly, those students that voted for him will
be disenfranchised because they will have
no representation on the senate, even
though they may represent a large percent-
age of the student body,

The amendment is much needed improve-
ment for the election system. It guarantees
all the good points of the old system, plus
majority election of the president and the
right of a party to determine its own slate,
in one election instead of two.

However, if a candidate be-
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