
+ EMERALD EDITORIALS + 

Mon-meaningful Event 
The student response to Greek Week raises 

some serious doubts about its purpose, and 
■even about the advisability of holding it in 

future years. 
By actual count, only 54 persons attended 

Mark Hatfield’s talk on the contribution of 

Creek organiaztions Friday night, in spite 
of the fact that Greek Week officials waited 
45 minutes in the hope that more students 
would show' up. 

Tins turnout was insulting to the speaker 
and disgraceful to the University. It is espe- 
cially ironic since many Greeks have been 

complaining bitterly that their system is 

under unjust attack from all sides. Hatfield’s 

speech was concerned specifically with how 
Greeks could improve their public relations 
and offset this criticism. 

In addition, the Greek Week officials 
were forced to cancel a panel discussion on 

the role of Greek organiaztions on campus. 
As someone remarked afterwards, “Half of 
Hatfield’s audience was on the panel.” 

Some of the blame for the poor attendance 

may be put on unrealistic scheduling of 
events. It may have been too much to expect 
a large audience at a talk only an hour after 
the start of exchange dinners. However, it 
seems that if the houses had been very seri- 

ously interested in hearing Hatfield, they 
would have made a special effort to get 
through dinner. 

In contrast to the Friday night fiasco, the 
rest of the events, which were mostly “funs,” 
were fairly well attended. The Hendrick's 

park clean-up was a success both in attend- 
ance and work accomplished, although some 

people felt that most of the students didn’t 

stay up there long enough or do enough. 
The whole episode raises several questions 

about the purpose of Greek Week. With a 

few exceptions, the students indicated this 

year that they were not interested in the 
more serious side of Greek living. In the 

future, why make any pretense of having 

Greek W’feeTv mean anything otlier than a time 
for all Greeks to enjoy themselves together? 

The Greeks may have received another 
black eye because of their attendance, or lack 
of it, Friday. Certainly they provided am- 

munition for a lot of cynical people. 
If the Greeks want a weekend of fun, it is 

within their rights to have it. Hut until they 
show that they are interested in the serious 
side, it is ridiculous to bill Greek Week as a 

meaningful event. 

Sleeping Porch Lawyers 
]f any expression from the banter of an 

ASUO Senate in e e t i n g is likely to go 
straight into campus vocabulary, it's Brian 
Booth’s "sleeping porch lawyer,” a term 

which sent the student government body in- 
to one of its greatest guffaws of the year. 
Booth used the term in the one-sided argu- 
ment in support of the mock political con- 

vention proposed for the campus sometime 
in May. 

And it may well he the sleeping porch 
lawyers who create the stir anticipated in 
the action of "one of those” events. If dos- 

ing hours are extended a half hour beyond 
the end of the convention, the filibustering 
of such individuals will fall right in line with 
the name. 

So it's beginning to sound more and more 

like fun instead of work. How to justify this 
sudden spurt of activity into a full spring 
term? Best one we’ve heard is by the student 
who claims that "political conventions are 

just ‘mockery’ anyway, so with a ‘mock’ con- 

vention we’re getting practically the real 

thing.’— (C.H.M.) 

Footnotes 
Complaints from Greek Week department: 
Irate Greeks protest the very definite pres- 
ence of poison oak in Hendricks park after 
the assurance that their work project would 
be unspoiled by such. 
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• • • Letters to the Editor • 

Emerald Editor: 
Monday’s Emerald carried a 

story to the effect that the AGS 

Policy Committee had decided 
to hold a meeting on Thursday. 
The person who deems himself 

president of AGS states that at 
this meeting, the only issue to 

be discussed will be “Whether 
or not to disband the party.” 

We question the authority of 
this person to speak for AGS 
or for any supposed policy com- 

mittee. The supposed “Policy 
Committee meeting” held last 
Friday at 3 o’clock was not 
valid for five reasons, which fol- 
low: first, it was called by a 

person who failed to make his 

grades last term, and therefore, 
according to University rules, 
has no authority to hold office. 
Secondly, since only six persons 
were present, there was no 

quorum. (The policy committee 
should contain 13 members). 
Thirdly, the AGS constitution 
provides that the membership of 
the policy committee should be 
ratified by AGS. This was not 
done. 

In the fourth place, under the 
AGS constitution, the vice-presi- 
dent of AGS is a permanent 
member of the committee, yet 
he was not even notified of the 
meeting. Finally, any AGS 
member has the right to attend 
meetings of the policy commit- 
tee, yet no notice was given as 

to the time or place of this 
meeting, so that interested per- 
sons could attend. 

Actually, this meeting was not 
a policy committee meeting at 
all, but was a deliberate at- 

tempt to dream up methods of 

preventing any persons who 
want to change the present 

party alignment from having a 

chance to be heard. At this 
meeting, it was decided that the 
following course would be pur- 
sued. First, a series of letters to 
the Emerald would be written, 
attempting to arouse the emo- 

tions of campus Greeks without 

giving them the facts. We have 
already had one example of such 
a letter, and there probably will 
be more. 

The second thing decided at 
this alleged "policy committee 
meeting" was that an AGS 
fneeting would be held Thurs- 
day, and that no discussion 
would be permitted on any 
point except that of whether or 

not AGS should disband. It was 

also decided that the persons 
who attended this meeting would 
make appeals to the emotions of 
the persons present, and would 
stress “unity.” 

We charge that this is but a 

further attempt to delay con- 

sideration of the plan originally 
proposed by us, and it should be 
evident to all that everything 
possible is being done to deny 
us a fair hearing. We do not 
seek to railroad anything. All 
we want is a chance to be heard. 

We will not agree to limit 
the discussion at this meeting 
to the question of whether or 

not AGS should disband. Mr. 
Bonime is not the president of 
AGS, and even if he were, he 
would have no authority to limit 
discussion in such a manner. 

This attempt is typical of the 
course he has followed since our 

plan was first proposed. 
Therefore, we call upon the 

Greek houses to consider the 
merits of our plan in entirety, 
and to be prepared to vote on 

Thursday. We ask that the 
Greeks not allow themselves to 
be misled by an attempt on the 
part of the opposition to avoid 
the issue by trying to limit dis- 
cussion at the AGS meeting. 

In regard to the highly emo- 

tional letter which appeared in 

Monday’s Emerald, we have only 
the following comments. AGS 
is not a cause of Greek unity, 
but is only one method of ex- 

pressing that unity. Secondly, 
if AGS were abolished, IFC and 
Panhcllenic would still be ex- 

cellent sounding boards upon 
which Greeks could express 
their views and get action. 

Thirdly, Greeks compete against 
each other in rushing, intra- 
murals and various campus con- 

tests. Surely no one will con- 

tend that Greek unity would be 

destroyed by having some 

Greeks oppose others in elec- 
tions. 

Finally, we would like to close 
by pointing out that the po- 
sition taken by most national 
fraternity and sorority organ- 
izations is that campus political 
parties aligned along Greek vs. 

independent lines are bad. In 
years to come, Greeks will be 
under fire from many sources. 

Why add to the causes of com- 

plaint which the public has 
against the fraternity system by 
maintaining an artificial and 
harmful alignment? 

In conclusion, we are not try- 
ing to abolish the fraternity 
system. Both of us are Greeks 
and proud of it. However, we 

feel that AGS is not necessary 
to the continuance of the fra- 
ternity system. 

Greek-letter societies began 
in 1776. AGS did not come into 

l>eing until some time in the 
20th century. We think the 
Greeks did very well for 150 
years without AGS. 

John Whltty 
Graduate student repre- 
sentative and third-year 
law student. 

Martin Brandenfels 

Senior Class President 
First-year law student. 

Emerald Editor: 
The University of Oregon 

delegation at the Model United 
Nations last week in Corvallis 
was fortunate in representing a 

nation that is as silent in its in- 
ternational outspokenness as 

Nationalist China. If the Oregon 
delegation would have been rep- 
resenting Egypt, France, Great 
Britain, the United States or 

any other controversial nation, 
the result would have been veiy 
embarrassing for the UO dele- 
gation. The reason for this is 
that the Oregon delegation was 

completely unprepared in its 
parliamentary procedure and 
uninformed on the vital issues 
facing the UN as well as some 
of the intricacies of politlctfng. 

As press representative to the 
MUN I was able to see that 
schools have much to gain or 
much to lose in prestige as a re- 
sult of an impressive or unim- 
pressive performance, Next year 
the MUN will include colleges 
from all over the nation as well 
as the west coast. Therefore 
Oregon will have much more at 
stake at the MUN than this 
year and the sooner the ad- 
ministration here learns that 

the training and preparing of 
delegates to the MUN is a full 
time job, the sooner Oregon will 
receive the trophies that went 
t.o schools lik«- Sacramento 
State. San Francisco State, and 
the College of Idaho this year. 
A small school like Sacramento 
State this year sent 30 dele- 
gates to the MUN to represent 
Italy and Cambodia. 

One suggestion to remedy this 
situation would he a course in 
United States parliamentary 
procedure added to the political 
science curriculum. This has 
been used at other schools with 
favorable results. A strong In- 
ternational Relations club is also 
necessary. 

However, one further obstacle 
that must be hurdled before any 
of this preparing would be at 
all effective is the problem of 
finance. Of all the delegations 
I discussed this problem with 
the University of Oregon was 

one of the very few schools that 
allowed their own delegates to 

finance their own registration. 
Some schools, such as UCLA 
and the University of Alaska, 
spent hundreds of dollars to send 
their delegation to Coravllis. 
Other schools even invested over 

a thousand dollars in their dele- • 

gation with the only reward in 
mind of being well-represented. 

If Oregon is to fulfill its po- 
sition as a leading liberal arts 

college and keep up with schools 
that are even twice as small, 
student and administrative ac- 

tion will have to be taken im- 

mediately to initiate an active 
MUN program on this campus. 

Klllot fa risen 

•Sophomore in Journalism 


