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February is a month of varied activities in the field and on
the stream, but probably the most significant in the North-

west is winter steelhead {ishing. The purpose of this column is

to elaborate on the sport and to offer
it a little harder on the fish.

Winter steelhead are probably the most aggravating of
any species of the trout or salmon family. To catch them
with any success, the water must be the right color and the
right temperature. To make it worse, the angler must be at
the right place at the right time and with the right lure. To
elaborate, the water should be fairly clear, as muddy water,
obviously, hampers the steelhead’s vision and smell.

Scientists are still not certain that steelhead are able to lo- |
cate food solely with their eves, but they are reasonably
they can smell
of ¥

suggestions for making

Sure
them. They also sav that {ish are able to smell
This
along the

sense” the presence of food with their “lateral™ line.”
line is a sensitive organ that extends horizontally
steelhead’s body from gill to tail.

too much foreien matter in the

Whatever the case may be,

water himits the fish's food

finding powers to chance.
Water Warmth, Color Important
As to temperature, it is a known fact that extremely
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cold
excessively
that
an ideal combination of water temperature and color be pres
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during a sudden cold snap

water will make steelhead sluggish.

warm water will do the same. it is imperative
ent for good winter steelhead angling “ideal combin-

ation” can usually be found follow
ing a period of extensive precipitation.

Since winter steelhead travel in schools, being at the right
place at the right time is necessary. This is fairly easy to do
if there is a consistent run up the rivers, but if it is, as it
usually is, spotty, the angler must rely solely upon luck and
a good tip. Sometimes it is possible to out-guess the fish by
studying past and present weather conditions. If there has
been a lot of rain, the rivers are probably high, and full of
fish moving in from the ocean. When the next cold snap ap-
pears, the run will be slowed down and they will probably
congregate in certain areas. If you're good enough at navi-
gation principles, you may be able to track down some good
fishing for yourself.

As to lures, fact that steelhead migrating
upstream to spawn are not looking for food.

Bob Snyder, fourth from left, is shown waiting for a rebound from his shot in this action In Mon-
day’s Intramural finals. Phi Delta Theta won by downing Snyder's Morton team, 41-21. Others pilc-
tured are Tom Neel, Morton, Cal Callaway, Phi D:It, John Peterson, Morton, and Cralg MeCarty,
Morton.
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Phil Delta Theta made the fi-
nal

it is a shadowy
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are shrunken and they eat very little during their entire trip.
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John-
son added 6 points.
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Therefore the angler must present them with something spe-

day of winter term 1!11:.1-,

The old standby bait
is cluster eggs. Commercial, oil-pack salmon eggs work well,
but home-cured roe, particularly steelhead, works better. Tt

cial if thev are to have anv success at all. :
murals an overwhelming succees

by capturi in the A and B
B o AR _ (41) Phi Delt
league basketball championships. 80,

might be well to mention that roe may be cured by cutting it i Sanyder (4) ..F.(8) Schioss’n "oledo 77, Ohio U. 6T.
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ar and file it at the back of the refrigerator for future refer- ’ : ;
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Ancther good bait is frozen shrimp or mullet. If water €8 P |derson; Peterson 2; Berg. Phi| ). Cross 103, Connecticut 81

Sigma Nu, 38-28, | Delt-
The A game was Phl Delt |

all the way as they gquickly
built up a 10-2 lead by making

conditions are right, any of a number of spinners, wobblers, Callaway. 12, Hastings.

or what-have-you will work successfully.
For tackle, I prefer a heavy (6-0z.) glass ily rod with a com-

Michigan 8t. 8% Wisconsin S8Z,
Florida 66, Georgia Tech 48,
Illinois 97, Minnesota 81.
Presbyterian College 117, Fur-

The B entry also had a quite
easy game as they piled up a|
!quick lead, and were never head-

bination spin-fly reel and an 8-Ib. test monofilament line. This
subject is purely arbitrary as most anglers have their own par-
ticular combinations.

However, for the beginner, 1 would

recommend a fairly heavy outfit, for the fish’vou will be catch-|

five of their first six shots to
demoralize the young Moerton-
men, who are all freshman.
They piled up a commanding

‘ed after that. Bill Scearce andimﬂn 115.
| Larry Hibbard were high for the
| Phi Delts with 10 apiece. while
| Hank Loumena led the Sigma Nu

Auburn 74, Vanderbilt 65.
Oklahoma City 76, Houston 67.
Tulsa 59, Bradley 56.
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steelhead anglers use bait, I will oifer a suggestion for hook- | members of the team, with re-, Nelson (7) . C. (10) Scearce | Tulane 83, Mississippi St. 78,
ing up a typical bait outfit. ,serve guard Cal Callaway get-, Jones (7) ... G.. (7) Laing | Kentucky 143, Georgia 66.
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First, attach a swivel to the end of your line. To the iree end

of the swivel attach a piece of leader material of a poundage |

less than that of vour line. (This is important if you are inter-
ested in conserving vour line in case of a snag-up.) The length |
of the leader is not too important, but a piece about three feet |
long seems to be about right for most cases. Next, fasten a|
regular bait hook to the leader. Hook size is also debatable,

but I prefer a double hook, size 2 or 4. Next, tie your lead to|
so that it hangs about three|
inches from it. This will allow your bait to drift more natural- |

the upper end of your leader,

ly. Finally, thread your bait onto the hook and tie it with a

piece gf thread. This will preserve the bait and make it possible |
for you to cast longer distances more often. |

Now that we're on the right river at the right time and at
the right place, look for eddies in the current along the side
of rocks and next to “white water.” Cast just a hair up-
stream and let your bait drift naturally with the current.
Make certain that you can feel bottom at all times. If your
line drags, take off some lead; if it doesn’t touch, add more.
You'll soon hit the right combination. When the fish strikes,
you will feel a slight tap, followed by an unnatural drag in |
the line. Let him get his mouth around it and then strike.
Wham! He's hooked solidly, you take it from here. )
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