Page Two

OREGON DAILY EMERALD

Tuesday, January 31, 1956

+ EMERALD EDITORIALS +

Last Week's Agenda

If Thursday's ASUO Senate meeting was
any indication, student government at the
University is beginning to take on larger
and more important problems than at any
time in the recent past.

Many students in the past have main-
tained, with some justification, that student
government has no real power, and that its
accomplishments have been limited to filling
vacancies and selecting chairmen for the
various weekends, If often has seemed that
the Senate was too absorbed in routine tasks
to see the more important problems facing
the University.

However, there is every indication that
this situation is being remedied. A look at
last week’s Senate agenda bears out this
theory.

The Senate considered the problem of
the proposed closure of 13th St. and of the
lack of parking facilities. No one will deny
that both of these issues are of primary im-
pertance to the University at this time, and
that failure to act on them now could result
in a critical situation later. Since both these
preblems affect the students, the student

and decide the method they will use in se-
lecting their slate for ASUC elections.
Although affiliated
only approximately 30 per cent of the stu-
dent body, past elections have showed they
are a major political power. Therefore their
decision this week will most likely determine
the quality of future student governments.
The issue before the Greeks this week
is whether they will choose their slate by
direct popular primary elections or through
a modified form of the present convention
system. The Greeks can do a great service
to themselves and to their fellow students
if they choose the direct primary plan.
Should they choose the alternative con-
vention plan, they will continue to harm
themselves and the rest of the students.
Under the convention system as it now
stands or as it could be modified, polities and
political considerations, not honest, self-
less desires for good government are too
often paramount. Selection of
can be and has been made by small groups

students represent

candidates

who have persuaded convention representa-
tives to vote for their nominee in return for
political favor.

Delegates to the primary convention often
o in with little or no instructions for voting
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“Congratulations—your written application for med school has
been accepted. We couldn't read a word that you wrote.”
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pacts similar to coal and steel ating a United States of Europe nomic boost to the idea of union.
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