Page Two

OREGON DAILY EMERALD

Thursday, December 8, 1955,

+ EMERALD EDITORIALS +

The Christmas Story -

And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, 1 bring yvou good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Tord. (Luke 2:10-11)

Down to the Wire

And here we are. Almost down to the final
wire. Another long, tough term of college
nearly behind us.

Fall term is traditionally the longest of
the quarters as they are divided up in col-
lege schedules. For one thing, this term has
about three months in which to be scheduled
while winter and spring together must be
crammed into about five and one half
months.

This vear, however, we have a new twist
to the already twisted college schedule.
Fnal week this time does not run for five
consecutive days, Monday through Friday.
Instead, the dreaded period opens on the
unlikely day of Wednesday, continues over
the weekend and finishes up on the next
Tuesday. This we don't like.

But the way the final schedule jams
“against class days and fhe extra weekend of
sitting around waiting to take maybe one
final on the last day makes the whole plan
poor. It would make little difference if finals
didn’t mean so much, but in most cases they
count plenty.

To get specific, take the students who
are taking Biology 312, Human Physiology.
Bi 312 students have lectures on Tuesday
and Thursday, 8 a.m. They have their choice
of lab periods, Tuesday 9-12, Thursday 9-12
or Tuesday 2-5. Most science courses have
both lecture and lab finals. The listing for
fall term finals schedules Tu-Th 8 classes
to take finals Wednesday 10-12. This course
is far from a snap and this sort of scheduling
makes it rough.

The above is not an exception. All stu-
dents with classes either on Monday, 8 or
11, or Tuesday, 8 or 11, will take finals Wed-
nesday. All lower division military science
classes plus English Comp and accounting

classes are scheduled for Thursday. We
would guess that the above categories take
in at least 80 percent of the student body,
who would ordinarily get a full weekend to
Study for their finals but this time may get
only a few hours.

Again we say it would be all right if finals
weren't such a bigpart of class grades. Some
practical professors eliminate them alto-
gether, although a few get around this by
holding tests on the last regular day of
class. Some instructors count finals as much
as 50 percent while a few with strange ideas
about education and grading base the whole
term’s mark on the final. That is the worst,

But the year’s sympathy award should go
to the fellow we know who will get married
Dec. 18—right in the middle of final week.
He scheduled it last summer with the trust
that the final schedule would be the same as
always. Now he has to come back from his
honeymoon to finish up the term properly.

=)

Busy Athletes

The vacation time between fall and winter
terms will certainly be a busy time for at least
four University students, The four, all ath-
letes, will be competing in two separate ath-
letic events far from home.

Haliback Dick James and tackle Lon
Stiner of the football feam will be in San
Francisco for the annual East-West Shrine
game, Dec. 31. Len Casanova, Oregon foot-
ball coach, will also be present in a coaching
capacity.

The other two, milers Bill Dellinger and
Jim Bailey of Bill Bowerman's track and
field squad, will be in New Orleans, La., the
same day for the 1500 meter run in the tradi-
tional Sugar Bowl celebration. Both Del-
linger and Bailey passed up the recent na-
tional intercollegiate cross country run to
train for the New Orleans jaunt.

It always pleases us when some of our
athletes are outstanding encugh to get in-
vited to traditional sporting events such as
the Sugar Bowl and the Shrine game. Itis a
fine reward for the achievements of the ath-
letes and it certainly helps to make the Uni-
versity better known throughout the coun-
try—(B.R.)

THE LOOKING GLASS

Use of Entire Theater Draws
- Audience Into Mood of 'Macbeth’

Study

. Lo

By Sally Jo Grieg
Emerald Critic

“Macbeth” will undoubtedly
stand as one of the finest pro-
ductions in the University
Theatre’s history. Under the
expert direction of Horace W.
Robinson, associate professor of
speech, the tragedy is inter-
preted, staged and acted in such
a manner as to please any audi-
ence, from the most discrimin-
ating Shakespearean scholars
to those little-acquainted with
the poet.

Daniel Krempel and Howard
L. Ramey, instructors in speech,
also deserve much credit for
the production’s success. Krem-
pel designed the setting and
Ramey acted as technical di-
rector.

As Shakespeare planned,
the players and plot of the
UT production are salways
foremost. The simple setting
adds but never detracts from
them. Lighting is effectively
used throughout te heighten
the tragedy and mystery of
the play.

The appearance of the same
player in a different role adds
an authentic Shakespearean
flavor to -the production. Scott
Lehner first appears as the

porter in a very humorous and
enjoyable scene. Mark Tap-
scott is killed twice in the play,
first as King Duncan and later
as Young Siward. Many of the
other actors also make second
appearances in crowd scenes.

The play is briskly per-
formed without the wusual
scene breaks. The lines, for
the most part, are flawlessly
and clearly delivered. These
points, plus a mature and
enthusiastic cast do much In
keeping ‘Macbeth’ from sink-
ing to the fate of many stud-
ent-performed Shakespearean
plays.

In the title role, Gordon How-
ard, complete with an authentic
beard, turns in his_ usual ex-
cellent performance. UT audi-
ences who got a hint of his
Shakespearean abilities in “Kiss
Me Kate” last spring won't be
disappointed in him as Mac-
beth. Howard effortlessly com-
mands the audience's atten-
tion at all times.

The most memorable per-
formance of the evening is giv-
en by versatile Tom Gaines.
Gaines’ portrayal of Macduff is
at its best when he learns of
the brutal slaying of his wife
and children, He shows a good
understanding and a deep sen-

sitivity to his role, and will un-
doubtedly be a candidate for
the “Best Supporting Actor”
award next spring.

Freshman John Hutchinson
makes a sparkling debut in
the role of Malcolm. He very
well proves his acting abili-
ties In his first performance
and is a welcome addition to
the University Theatre.

Also making a UT debut is
Dori Barsness. Miss Barsness’
fine voice and easy delivety
add a very professional touch
to the role of Lady Macbeth,

One of the most polished per-
formances is that of Ronald
Weidman as Banquo. Weidman
formerly studied in England
with the Stratford-on-Avon
players and played the title
roles in “King Lear’” and “Oth-
ello” while in college at Wichi-
ta, Kansas.

The lesser characters are gen-
erally well-played. In the roles
of Ross and Lennox, Ken Kesey
and Irle White are especially
good. Pat McCormick’s por-
trayal of Lady Macduff is also
meritous. Helen Howard, Cla-
*\issa Berning and Milo L. Smigh,
as the weird sisters, very effec-~
tively create much of the mood

for the play with their haunting w.

volces and wild movements.

. “Better not bother him—he's tryin' ta study for finals.”

WHEN THE SMOKE CLEARS

Selfless-Giving Idea
A Part of Christmas

By.Bud Hinkson

ASUO President

Since accordigg to the down-
town merchants there are but
13 shopping days ‘til Christ-
mas, and because this is the
final edition of the term, it is
perhaps fitting to dwell on a
deeper subject than ordinary
student problems.

In the rush and worry of
final week it is sometimes dif-
ficult to divert our thoughts
even occasionally, in prepara-
tion for the spirit of Christmas.

True, we

g may pray
" that our pro-
fessors will

' be charita-
cble, and
thank good-
ness, they
4 usually are,
but seldom
do we ac-
tively seek
this charac-
g teristic for

ourselves.
Bud Hinkson AMove  than
anything else, Christmas should
contain the idea of selfless

giving.
Many of us have read in “The
Magnificent Obsession” how

gratifying the practice of this
ideal was to the doctor, He gave
freely to others as long as they
would never repay him in any
material way; yet he was al-
ways rewarded simply because
he sought no reward.

Dicken's Scrooge received a
similar reward when he discov-
ered the spirit of Christmas,

If we only invest in the right
attitude, we too can have n
share in this reward and find
the gpirit of Christmas at home,

It's really going to be great
to get home for Christmas,
to relax from the extreme
pressures of college life, and
to be content with the thought
that next term we can start
with another clean slate, und
resolution or two to guide us,

We will settle down to enjoy
our friends and a little of mom's

t'ntlkill}{ (which really means
something after a long fall
term).

ALl this point, T think that I
for one am inclined to
a little chip on my shoulder,
I expect people to be nice to me
because I've just been through
a tough grind,

have

What I obviously need is a
good shot of the doctor's—of
Scerooge’'s—medicine. Not only
could I help make someone
else’s Christmas happier, but
I could also get that old in-
ner satisfaction that we all
need, especially at this time—
the Christmas spirit,

So for the entire student
body, I would like to extend to
the faculty, the community, and
to each individual student, that
age-old wish for a “Meny
Christmas and a Happy New
Year."
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