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How to Cross a Street 

Once again University President O. Mere- 
dith Wilson has come out strongly in favor 
of closing that section of 13th Ave. which 
runs through the campus as a solution for 
the conflict between traffic and student 

pedestrians. But, after reviewing the history 
and present status of the 13th street prob- 
lem, we are not sure that this is the best 
answer. 

Wilson, together with several other ad- 
ministration leaders, met with the F.ugene 
city council last Friday to discuss the issue 
tor a second time. The result was a further 

postponement of settlement in favor of 
meeting with R. II. Baldock. superintendent 
of the state highway commission, to get an 

expert's opinion. 
Here is the problem: During the final 10 

minutes of each school day hour, student 
pedestrians clog 13th street between Uni- 
versity and Kincaid. Special traffic control 
signs for this area have been in use for 
several years, but have not been satisfac- 
tory. The question: Can 13th be closed off 

entirely and traffic bypassed around the 
campus ? 

The committee definitely wants to seal 
tip 13th and plant lawn there. He empha- 
sized this for the second time in recent 
weeks Friday. The council originally want- 
ed to take down the 10-minute signs and 
open up the street, but Wilson has twice 
postponed a decision. The President and his 
committee contend that the street must be 
closed, and that the real problem is to find 
a bypass. 

Wilson suggested Friday that the I'ni- 
\er»itv (actually the -tatc) could trade a 

strip of land bordering the University for 
the 13th street right-of-way. What he meant 
was that should 13th be closed, other streets 
around the campus would have to be widen- 
ed to carry the extra traffic load. Widening 
or Kincaid, Onyx, 11th Ave. and Franklin 
lilvd. would cut costly slices off the cam- 

pus in several places. 
This will be the main theme at the meet- 

ing with Baldock Nov. 14. Having such a 

meeting at least shows sound thinking in 
calling in an expert rather than railroading 
the issue. But we think a plan of cutting 
off an arterial and not having a single 
through street between Franklin Blvd. and 
18th Ave. is unpractical. Think about not 

having 13th and the inconvenience without 
it. 

One of Wilson’s arguments that doing 
away with 13th will not hinder traffic is 
based on a finding by a 1952 survey that -.aid 
“82 percent of all non-Univer- ity” traffic 
can bypass the campus "without increasing 
the total trip length.” This was a survey 
made by the state traffic engineering de- 
partment during a similar discussion of the 
13th street problem. 

But there are many other important con- 

clusions in the report showing the other 
side of the controversy which makes this 
single argument look pretty weak. The re- 

port is out of date, an important point, due 
to the rapid growth of the city and the 
campus. 

Among the main findings of the report 
that can still be applied to the case include: 
(1) about 40 percent of daytime traffic is 
generated by University activities; (2) 
about 4 percent of all traffic using 13th Ave. 
“could use some other route,” (3) both 11th 
street and Franklin Blvd., which would get 
most of any rerouted 13th Ave. traffic, 
could not handle it properly. 

It is important to note, however, that no 

pedestrian survey was made, which could 
have really hit upon the problem as to how 
necessary 13th is as a crosswolk. The traf- 
fic percentages, together with the fact that 
about 7000 cars a day were using 13th back 
in 1952, shows that the street is valuable 
both to city and University motorists. Many 
who “could use” another route probably 
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would not like it. both because o{ habit aiul 
com enieuce. 

After this 1952 survey was taken, the 

present signal si^us were put up, costing 
about tjoOtXF With a policeman catching 
many light-runners, this system has been 
disliked immenseh Thus three years have 
been wasted and little has been accom- 

plished. We hope that the result of this next 

attempt will not be more surveys and a lot 
of needless spending on a problem which 
perhaps is not serious at all. 

A somewhat strange aspect about the 
case is that the students, for whom the bene- 
fits of the street closure are intended, seem 

not to be concerned, lint they know how to 

cross the street themselves.—(J.U.) 

\ Hearty Thank You 
University students have a couple of 

treats in store for them in the way of as- 

semblies and speakers in the near future 
and possibly a third attraction which will 
outdo both of the other offerings if it ma- 

terializes. 
The first of the two "treats" is the speech 

tonight in the Student Union hv literary 

critic. Francis Fcrgussun, on the "Compari- 
son of liertolt 1 tree lit and Thornton Wild- 
er." Fergusson was the speaker at the Tues- 

day assembly earlier this week. 
Next week, on Thursday at 1 p m. in- 

stead of the customary Tuesday. Ralph 
Lapp, director of the unclear science -ervice 
in Washington, will be on hand to talk on 

atomic energy. 
Lapp i- the man who was fowl to call 

attention to the menace of atomic fallout. 
He is now a member of the Atomic I'.ncrgv 
commission and among his many achieve- 
ments have been the writing of several 
technical magazine articles on nuclear 
physics. Here, then, is a man who can t help 
hut have something of tremendous value 
and interest to sav to the college student 
of today who is being forced to have great 
concern for present conditions and future 
possibilities of atomic power. 

Rut the third “treat,” the one that is still 
only a possibility, w ill be of the most inter- 
est of any of them to University students. 

If things work out as planned now, at 
the Tuesday assembly of Nov. 22, (iov. 
Avcrell ilarriman of New York, who many 
believe will he the next Democratic candi- 
date for President, will be on hand as the 
speaker. 

K. I). Horn, chairman of the assembly 
committee, said Wednesday that he had 
talked to State Democratic Chairman Mon- 
roe Sweetland early this week and that 
Sweetland had indicated that chances are 

“very good" that Harriman will he here for 
the assembly. We hope he is right. 

Writing about those- three outstanding 
speakers can only make us look w ith pride 
to the outstanding job that the assembly 
committee is doing this year in lining up top 
attractions for the students. Maybe a hearty 
“Thank You” is not out of place here. 

—(B.R.) 

Footnotes 
If the monsoons continue, the Millracc 

and 13th St. issues may disappear. The 
swirling waters of Lake Sigma Chi will 
soon have more flow than the Millraee and 
13th will be blocked off to all but canoe 

traffic. 
* * * 

The Oregon Lemon... 
to the Eugene sewage system which can- 

not handle a day’s rainfall even without the 
leaves clogging the drains. 

Post-Rush Week 

" US.TH'Olf mi IS GETriNO RVK CXI ITS' ffETSINCC flff " 

WHEN THE SMOKE CLEARS 

Closing Hours Issue 
Brings Explanation 

By Bud Hinkson 
ASUO Pr«»id«nf 

What lights do Mtudrnt.-i h«v»* 
in their dealing* with faculty 
committees’.' Mom* specifically, 
what right does a group of stu- 
dents have to originate a pro- 
postal for a change in the ac- 

cepted method of behavior here 
on the cnmpuit? 

This question was brought to 

my attention tjmt Tuesday in 

the stud»nt affairs committee 
discussion on cloning hours 
The point was made at that 
turn* that while Head* <>f Horn > 

I 

should n-virw 

any proposals 
for (in c»xt«*ri- 
slon of closing 
hours, it is not 

nwt'Mnry that 
all surh pro- 
posal h origi- 
nate with the 
vai tons Heads 
of Houses 

This means 

that any group 

campus 
Bud lllnksnn has the light 

to make a proposal directly to 
the student affairs committee, 
and to represent Its case before 
such committee. The same prin- 
ciple applies to the discipline 
committee. 

It Is the responsibility of the 
dean of women and the dean of 
men to administer the‘disci- 
pline code. However, if a stu- 
dent Is dissatisfied with the de- 
cision. he has the option of ap- 
pearing before the discipline 

committee If the di*ru»ic)n of 
the dean of women or di'nn of 

m«*n lnv« ivi’M nn expulsion. the 
i'am' automatically bcfiu e 

the discipline committee 
A somewhat different pdn* 

Clple applies to the academic 
and scholarship committ« «•* The 
academic committee establish- 
es educational standards. while 
the *cholur*hip committee 
concerned with academic de- 
ficient; tea Any student who ha* 
scholastic difficulties may pe 
tition to the scholastic commit* 
t to have hlM CU «• ICVlrWrd 
before |t At this hearing the 
Ntudent will be represented hy 
either the dean of rnen or the 
dean of worn* n 

til Contrast to thin, the ma- 

demlr rtmmlttee ron<«*rns it- 
self with «lt*ng requirement* 
for graduation A cane such • s 

that of «i tr.unfer ntudent wtsh- 
mg to receive credit for work 
done at the institution pirvmun* 
ly attended by him would prop- 
erly he considered by the h« a- 

deinlc committee. Again, he 
would be represented by dean* 
of men ami women. 

Both *he Ntudent affair* and 
dlHCirillne committee* have stu- 
dent representative* on them, 
where** the academic and 
scholarship committees me 

composed strictly of faculty 
member*. 

Oregon Is one of the few ma- 

jor universities having student 
representation on the discipline 
committei, and Is fortunate In 
having such close cooperation 
between .students and faculty. 

oirecioir7\ 
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