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The Emerald’s 53rd Birthday Today

By Xitty Fraser

We are$3 years old today,

That is, the Oregon Daily Emerald
day and embarks on its 54th vear of publication.

Strictly speaking, it was the Oregon Weekly which be-
gan publication on Feb. 12, 1900, as it was on Lincoln's
birthday of the turn of the century when the forerunner
of the Emerald first appeared.

The Oregon Emerald as such did not appear on the
when the paper

is 53 years old to-

paper’'s masthead until Sept. 29, 1909,
went from a weekly to a bi-weekly.

An editorial in the first issue of the Oregon Weekly
stated the policies of the paper, “Through these columns
we shall endeavor to keep the students informed as to
what is happening around them and to point out every
possible avenue of advancement.”

Oregon Monthly

At that time in 1900, the Oregon Monthly, primarily a
literary publication, was also being published on campus
and priorto that time, the Reflector, a literary magazine,
fhad also appeared. But neither of these were dévoted to
news, and the newspaper was not intended to compete
with them. * ;

‘The first paper, the Oregon Weekly, was four columns
wide and had three stories. During the first eight years
of publication, the paper remained this size. The editors
did experiment some and the Weekly sometimes appeared
in color,

There were no large headlines in this early issue, but
as the year went-on, the head sizes did increase. The num-
ber of stories on page one also gréw from three in the first
4ssue to seven by the'end of the year.

McArthur Was Editor

The first paper’s editor was A. N, McArthur.

When the paper was renamed the Oregon Emerald and
appeared as such on Sept. 29, 1909, it was predicted that
it would become a daily. The first Emerald was published
Liwice a week. -

Joaquin Miller, Eugene’s poet, was indirectly responsi-
ble for the name. He continually referred to Oregon as
the “emerald state” in his writings and the conotation of

hie name, along with its relationship to the school colors
ymade it a logical choice. :

By 1912 the Emerald was printing three times a week
oud was "i‘.e ’)‘1.‘“111\ wi de. Precading 1912, uf‘\.OI u.iirlT to

Sunday Edition Was Prmfed Campus Chapler Milton Bells
' Of Delfa Upsilon Tolk Scheduled

The Ewwaé -a-Bunday paper | plements had been tried earlier but | the week to lighten the load of |
during 193 7-;3 and- through the [ all of them were short lived. the student
spring term of 1824, appearsd on Stories, features, sports and oth- Another S inday supplement wi
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RECOGNIZE THIS? Probably not, as it is volume
one, number one of the Oregon Weekly which ap-
peared on campus 53 years ago today. The paper
preceded the present Oregon Daily Emerald. The
Waakly was the first campus newspaper as such,
although other publications—mostly literary maga-
zines—preceded it, and it is from this issue that
the Emerald is dated.

a past story on Emerald history, there were issues six and
seven columns in width.

The Emerald began publishing daily in 1920 and in 1929 |

became a full eight column paper.
The familiar five column tabloid size the Oregon stu-

and the Emerald has been this size since.
Subseription Rates -

For those early Oregon Wecklies and Emeralds, o sih-
scription rate of $1 a year was chargea or five cents a
copy. In 1920 the subscription rates were included in tul-
tion payments for all students and the paper was then
delivered to the campus living organizations,

The Tuesday through Saturday publieation sc hedule
was changed in January of 1950 to Monday through I'ri-

coverage and more ads.

During fall term last year, the Emerald published only
four papers a week due to financial difficulties, something
with which college dailies all over the country were have
ing trouble, The four issues were eight pages,

This term, the paper is back to the five day a week
schedule but Monday through Wednesday, the paper has

but its backers and name were not. It was not mentiened
again and no rival papers that may have been p-nu.-d
during that time are known to be in existence,

Quite a stir was created on campus in the 1920's when
a paper called the Green Goose appeared. It contained
libelous material about both students and faculty. An in-

found to have been set by a rare type of linotype machine
of which there were only two in Oregon. By simple elimi-
nation, a printer in Eastern Oregon finally admitted he
had been commissioned to do the work. He revealod the
names of those who had hired him, they were caught and
the paper ceased publication.

There have been small news sheets (l]«.lnbuled Qi caps
pus or in various exclusive circles, including one appear-
ing in the men’'s dormitories entitled the “Daily Finger,"

dent body dearly loves to manage over the breakfast
t: 1Lue and behind notes and boo]\s in (lw-, appeared in 1941 |

but the Emerald remains as the center of campus infeg
mation,
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day as an editorial explained there would be bettor news

]
| printed in 1942. It was styled after

only four pages, eight pages being published 'I‘Imn-i‘w 1’
and Friday.
No Competition i

There has never been an official rival paper for the
Emerald, Mention of a rival did appear in an Emerald of
Mar. 18, 1916 when a story on page one reported that per-
mission had been granted some unknown party to have
a paper printed at the Universily press. What became of
the paper is not known.

A general idea of the policies of the paper were known, s

vestigation committee was appointed to find out where |
the paper was being printed. ‘:
The Green Goose 11

A copy of the Green Goose was obtained and it was i
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