consequences to the country if the premises on which the ban
was based are accepted,

Should these premises be accepted as precedents for the
establishing of similar rulings in the United States, this country
might one day find itself marching swiftly down the disastrous
road toward fascism.

A fellow named Hitler not so many years ago used similar
methods to stifle opposition to his dreams for a glorious new
Germany.
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The question before the board
was not the question of the suit-
ability of THE NATION as a text
book in the city’s schools.

The question was whether THE
NATION, which had long been
one of the periodicals available to
New York City students, should
continue to be available to them.

Destructive Principles

In ruling that it should net,
and giving its publication of the
Blanshard articles as justifica-~
tion, the board in effect enunciat-
ed two propositions both of which
in our opinion are contrary to
Americhn idease of freedom and
destructive of American princi-
ples,

The first is the proposition that
any published material regarded,
or which could be regarded, as ob-
jectionable on grounds of faith or
creed by any group in the com-
munity should be excluded from

grounds of faith to any group in
the community should be sup-
pressed in the schools—though
more plausible on its face, is
equally vicious in fact. It is a re-
pudiation, on one side, of the
principle of the separation of
church and statee,

The meaning of that latter ten-
et, so far as education is con-
cerned, is that no church may
use the public schools as instru-
ments of its propaganda. To give
the churches of the country, or
any of their members who might
seek to exercise it, the power to
determine by simple veto what
shall not be available to students
in the public schools, or worse,
for public officials to exclude au-
tomatically anything any group
might be expected to wish ex-
cluded, is to do by negative action
what the Constitution and courts
forbid by positive action.

The argument offered in de-
fense of this revolutionary pro-
posal is apparently that religion

the public schools, with all that
such suppression means in terms
of the loss of good name and good
will.

No Formula

The standard of education will
become ‘the teaching, not of
the truth, but of that part of the
truth to which no group objects—
with the result that the bigotry
and ignorance of minorities will
dictate the knowledge of the
whole people. Scientific works
containing accepted scientific
facts about the shape of the
earth, the history of the universe
and the functions of the human
body, objectionable to various de-
nominational groups, will be
withdrawn.

The events of the last ten years
should have taught us all—the
New York Board of Superinten-
dents included—that there is no
escape from the difficult prob-
lems of our time by suppression.

(Please turn to page seven)
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