Oregon's Austerity Program Has Hit Many Veteran Employes |
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SALEM (UP) Early this|
year Senate Minority Leader
Anthony Yturri asked the Ways
and Means commilttee to deter-
mine the dollar value of job
stability enjoyed by state em-
ployes,

It was during discussions of
wage hike requests for state!
workers, and Yturri believed the

i ]
financlal advantage of job sta ,
hility enjoved by stute employes
deseryed consideration.
Tillie Alberis must have won.
dered about that when she was

laid off a few weeks short ofl
her 32nd anniverssry with the|
State Tax Commission. She had
planned 1o retire early next
year but wanted first to get in
her full 32 years with the state.

She was one of 522 state em-
ployes laid off as a resull of
the Oct. 15 tax referendum and
the austerity program which re:
sulted.
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fired, another 749 vacant posi-

tions were left unfilled,

The legislature added 1,800
jobs earlier this year—1,200 of
them in general fund agencies.
Most were new jobs in higher
education.

After the ta¥ measure wis de-
feated, 1,271 jobs were wiped
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Some workess were shifted to
jobs in other agencies, But be.
cause of pay increases thal
were approved earlier, the num-
ber of actual layoffs may ex-
ceed 522,
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