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Tax Preference Ballots Proving Fruitful

By LYLE C. WILSON ;are pretty sure then to endorse
United Press International the proposition and denounce-Sen- .

Barry Goldwater R-- j filibusters. They do that to win

Ariz.) should be able to lick! delegate votes in the conven-Go-

Nelson A. Rockefeller inivention and Negro votes in the
any showdown debate of their; election. They endorse and

on what a e even if they know they
dential platform should contain.! can't make good on their

wants an item-jise- Language satisfactory to

ized platform containing goes into the platform,
cific promises on such majorj Political Dishonesty Arists
issues as iaxe.--, iureiKii u Tilat happened at the I960

Democratic National Convencivil rigms.
Goldwater is against that.

The senator wants a platform
consisting of a statement of

tion. Such things occur also
among the Republicans. And
such things are giving

politicians and politicalRepublican principles without
spelling out promises to do this conventions a bad name. The
that and the other thing.

Rockefeller has precedent go

ing for him. It is customary
for the political parties to make
specific promises in their pres

name is for political dishonesty.
So long as nominating conven-

tions write specific political
promises into their party plat-
forms, just so long will this bad
name prevail. Moreover, these
specific platforms compound po-

litical scalawaggery bv indue

idential platforms. Some of the
Kennedy administration s re
cent trouble with the civil
rights bill in the House Judi-;in- g the habit of political y

Committee flowed from honesty. Phoney platforms
the ambiguous specifications of make con men of politicians,
civil rights action to which the! Confronted with campaign
Democratic Party pledged it- - promises after an election, they

- - jn wfay vwvTS

t Uf Sir- Jr I a "ttJi) i$ '

sales tax with certain exemptions, a

cigarette tax, no state property tax
and no increase in the income tax.

One ,of the misconceptions ex-

pressed on some ballots is that a
sales tax or even a sales tax cou-

pled with a cigarette tax would re-

place the income tax. It would not.
Most of the $404 million involved

in the legislature's rejected budget
would have come from the income

' tax. At most a 3 per cent sales tax
. would bring in $120 million, accord-

ing to Sen. Al Flegel. Most estimates,
however, are much more conserva-
tive. They range as low as $60 mil-

lion to $80 million. None of these fig-
ures is even within shouting distance
of the state's general fund costs. So.
a sales andor cigarette tax could
be used to pare back the income
tax, but it cannot be hoped to re-

place it entirely.
As one voter points out, the tax

preference ballot in The News-Revie- w

is d. But it was
kept simple purposely. We want to
make certain every person interested
won't have to wade through a long
list of lengthy questions to get his
point across, and we want him to
make his decisions known quickly, so
the results can be of some help to
the legislators from the county when
they go to the special session Nov.
11.

We also know that such a poll
will not meet all the requirements of
a scientific sampling. But it's an in-

dicator and apparently it's an in-

dicator from those we most wanted
to reach, those who voted against
the state budget and proposed

tax system change.
Keep the ballots coming. And keep

the comments coming with them.
They're your chance to get your say

The.ballots being returned to The
News-Reyie- w by interested readers
are showing much more than had
been expected. . ,

People appear to be so' interested
they are penning remarks about their
decisions on specific questions listed
on the ballot. Probably half of the
ballots have contained .remarks .on
the margins or in separate letters at-

tached to their ballots. Because of
this obvious . interest on expanding
their thoughts, The News-Revie- in
its ballot Thursday and the third
planned' today is allowing space at.
the bottom for comment.. '

Here are a few examples o( the
kind of unsolicited information which
appeared often on the ballots:

Many people appeared to accept
the idea of a new tax, such as sales
or cigarette if it were used to off-
set either income or property taxes.
One reader voted for sales tax with-
out exemptions and cigarette tax and
added the comment "and eliminate
the income tax." Another voted for
a sales tax with exemptions to be
used "to relieve property and income
tax levies." ' '

Many others called for no tax in-

crease at all, which was expected.
Taking a pattern as one of the rea-
sons was objection to the increase in
legislators' salaries. This has appar-
ently become a figurative bone in
the throat of some, voters. Another
objection made several . times was
the trip made to a conference in Ha-
waii recently by several legislators.
They apparently considered it an ex-

pense - paiii vacation. "Just stop
spending," one writer said.

Still another interesting facet of
thinking expressed by some of t h e
voters was the idea of a state lot-

tery, such as is being conducted in
only one state, New Hampshire.

In the voting so far, the trend ap-
pears to be for establishment of a

nun in me iouu picsiueuuai nave been Known to brush them
campaign. off as mere campaign oratory.

In such an environment thereDefends Tradition
It has been the custom, how

ever, for political parties to
thrive in Washington the little
scandals, the little messes, the
mis-us- e of official stationery to
arm - twist political donations.

make specific promises. So,
Rockefeller defends a well es

.Why blame Senate Democratictablished position in his propos
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dent.
' The weakness of Rockefel
ler's position and the strength 3n aU.S. Girlwatchers
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