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Sales Tax Idea Gains Steam ‘

The sales tax movement is grow-
ing. A new statewide organization
has been formed to put together a
sales tax proposal and promote it un-
til next November.

It hopes to get the sales tax meas-
ure on the 1964 general election bal-
lol as an initistive measure,

Meanwhile, the talk is still strong
for u sales fax bill from the state
legislature at its Nov. 11 session.
Most spokesmen from the two hous-
es seem Lo be toying with the idea of
putting together a tax and referring
it to the people. To expedite this
move, if it gets by strong opposition
in the House and Senate, the legisla-
tive Interim Committee is studying a
possible sales tax measure which
might be introduced at the speciul
session. It has intended to introduce
the proposal at the 19656 regular ses-
sion.

Other groups, too, are studying
possible measures,

The new group announcing its
sules tax intentions is called the In-
come and Property Tax Relief Com-
mittee. Its acting chairman is Nor-
man L. Easley of Portland.

He has outlined this schedule of
altuck. “It is planned to have peti-
tions ready for cireulation early next
vear. Preparation of the bill is ex-
pected to take at least three months.
We huve already stirted research to
guther basic information. After

Timber Salvage

Sulvage operations of Oregon's
Columbus Day 1962 blowdown timber
is progressing at a rapid rate. )

The U. 8. Forest Service reports
it has sold about 80 per cent of the

two billion board feet which was -

knocked down by the big wind, Re-
gional Forester J, Herbert Stone said
abdut 450 milliqp board feet remain
to be sold.
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{he caii turn to. {upon what a shame it is for all
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This is an interesting movement : 1lmIlgn tclitale signs willl g1 vc.bo\u llnhtnotwl":lrlf a}:}gilrte u:;:s
in light of the frequent rejection of - _ - ook {been a | g
i e j him away. {he great tides of Passamo-
the sales tax by voters in past years. e peat Lo o Ehuns
Now, more and more people are see- : ' (NGB
ing the thunderous vote against the
budget and income tax increase Nov.
11 as a signal that the voters are
changing their minds about the sales
tax.

It'# almost certain the voters will
get another chance to make a deci-
sion on the matter within the next
vear. The legislature doesn't seem

agreement is reached on principles
to be embodied, a group of experts
will assist in drafting the measure.”

Easley says he is committing him-
self to the effort “because I am con-
vinced Oregon faces a bleak future
unless we overhaul our tax stric-
ture.” He says the high level of ed-
ucation and other government serv-
ices has placed “a heavy burden on
property and income, and has be-
come a major obstacle to economic
growth.”

Fasley sees the recent rejection
of the state budget and income tax
proposal as an indication the people
might want another type of tax to
keep state services and still offer re-
ductions in property and income tax-
8.
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