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Democratic Tradition High In Oregon

is not necessarily the finalword
word

Court Exceeds Authority
In School Prayer Ruling

The preamble to the constitution of the Ameri
can Legion begins : "For God and Country we associate
ourselves together -- "

Everyone knows the dedication of the American
Legion to country. No organization, at least in my
opinion, is more sincere in its demand for patriotic

to the welfare and security of the United States!Psr if lilfl I fS?
as a in anon. v

But, while being consecrated to the service of
"country," the American Legion, at its recent national
convention in Miami, demonstrated the "For God" side
of its national dedication.

Apparently disturbed by re-

cent rulings surrounding the;
controversial issue of religion'
in our public schools, the Amer- -

ican Legion asked the Congress1

to initiate an amendment to the
Constitution of the United

Nothing contained in this
Constitution shall be constru-
ed to prohibit the authority
administering any school,
school system, or educational
institution supported in whole
or in part from any public
funds from providing for the
voluntary participation by the
student's thereof in the read-
ing of passages from the Bi-

ble or in regularly scheduled
periods of

The state, with the recent refer-
endum vote, experienced one of the
most effective of the democratic
processes in the United States.

Coupled with the initiative, the
people of --Oregon have the right to
make or reject their own laws on
the state level. If this isn't keeping
government close to the people, noth- - :

ing is. ;

Arid Oregon can take particular
pride in this right because it was
this state which started it all. That
was in 1902, when a constitutional
amendment allowing the people to
start legislation themselves or to re-- '

fcr laws passed by the legislature ;

was approved.
Then in 1910, the U. S. Supreme .

Court ruled that the initiative and
referendum were constitutional. The
leaders of the movement saw it with
almost Utopian promise. It has nev-

er achieved that status, but it has
remained as a successful venture in ,:

the highest tradition of democratic
government.

Since then, the "Oregon system"
has been adopted by 19 other states.
The latest was Alaska which adopt-
ed the initiative and referendum
when it came into the Union in 1958. ,.;

It hasn't made government in Ore- - r
gon easier. No legislature can be !,

certain any of its bills will go un- - ;

challenged. As a result, the orderly
process of government is often in-

terrupted, as is occurring at this ,
moment. )

But the benefits far outweigh such
shakeups. This is government of the
people and by the people. That is
reason enough for its existence. t

In addition, probably no other tools
could be more effective in assuring
clean and honest government, be-
cause the 90 members of the legisla-
ture and the governor know their

Oregon is proof of the effective-nes- s
of the system. If the people

don't like a law, they can take steps
to change it (They did Oct. 15.) If
they feel another law is needed,

:' they can bypass the legislature and
'; make their own law. An example of
: this bypass method appears to be
;. pending at this moment. Some- -

peo-
ple feel the legislature was remiss
in not bringing a streamlined consti-
tutional overhaul before the people.
They are making plans to take the

. bull by the horns and get it on the
ballot by initiative. If the commit-
tee succeeds, an embarrassed legis-latur- e

will have nothing to say about
it. Another movement is in the works
to allow the people to decide on a
salary cutback for legislators.

Despite the obvious benefits of the
system, it has its objectors. Some

i say the business of government is
!. becoming so complex that direct

public participation isn't the best
. way to determine public policy. Oth-

ers say not enough people turn out
at elections, so public participation

; isn't representative.
An objection such as the one on

'
complexity deserves little considera- -'

tion. Pushed to its ultimate conclu-,- :
sion, government officials could

- make any capricious legislation and
: refuse to allow a public decision be- -.

cause the matter was "too
plex."

The second objection was
ed Oct. 15. More than 464.000 of the
750,000 registered voters turned out
for the referendum vote. This was
about 60 per cent a percentage fig-
ure few could discount as being too
small.

We think its a good system prob-
ably best in the imperfect, but free,

States to clarify the matter and1
to make religious observance!
possible in schools with "vol-

untary" participation on the
part of students.

It would seem from the pro-

posal made by the American'
I oninn that it cliai-n- in thai

The American Legion conven- -view that religion in the schools
is a matter for decision by the lion also opposed current ef- -

respectivc states. lforts to remove the words "un- -'

That is the theory to which 1 ',,r ?od" from the PiaSHe of

have held personally.
I do not intend to express

disagreement with the Supreme' C; l C.,,iCout's ruling on the matter. It JpeCiai CVenTS
is my belief that the United' Ci, A CILtmStates Supreme Court had ab- - J6T Ml CIKTOnOpinions From Readers
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other amendment to the Consti-
tution.

Tile amendment approved by
the national convention would
by affirmative language take
the federal government out of
this controversial matter.

11 would say:

of thethroughout the country, un- - T,ken fr0mk nosVible wom,' w" had a man """S" ,h!
News Review
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the mistake of celebrating thc

accomplishment prematurely.
When he awoke that morning
ho had the worse case of after-
effects he had ever experi-
enced. His head felt like it

might have belonged to Wal.
Whitman.

About the last thing he want-
ed to do was rendezvous on the
prairie with 107 cowboys. But
by then it was too lata hi make
other arrangements.
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respect. German poet. Johann Goethe become far more handicapped slaving off the powerful North

But if that job was tough, it said: "He only earns his free- - than their crippled neighbors. Bend Bulldogs before succumb-wa- s
nothing compared to the dom anil existence who daily As for subsidies, if a busi- - ing to a decision to thcone he has now. conquers' them anew." ness or farmer needs help let state's ton team

People used to toke vocations,
but at today's prices vocations
take people.


