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Democratic Tradition Hig; In Oregon

The state, with the recent reler-
endum vote, experienced one of the
most  effective of the democratic
processes in the United States.

Coupled with the initiative, the
people 'of -Oregon have the right to
make or reject their own laws on
the state level, If thiz isn't keeping
government close to the people, noth-
ing is.

And Oregon can take particular
pride in this right because it was
{his state which started it all. That
wis in 1902, when a constitutional
amendment allowing the people to
start legislution themselves or to re-
fer laws passed by the legislature
was approved.

Then in 1910, the U. S. Supreme
Court ruled that the initiative and
referendum were constitutional. The
leaders of the movement saw it with
almost utopian promise. It has ney-
¢ achieved that status, but it has
remained as a successful venture in
the highest tradition of democratic
government.

Since then, the “Oregon system"
has been adopted by 19 other states.
The lntest was Alaska which adopt-
eil the initiative and referendum
when it came into the Union in 1958.

It hasn't made government in Ore-

gon easier. No legislature can be
certain any of its bills will go un-
challenged. As a result, the orderly
process of government is often in-
terrupted, as is occurring at this
moment.

But the benefits far outweigh such
shakeups, Thiz is government of the
people and by the people. That is
reason enough for its existence.

In addition, probably no other tools
could he more effective in assuring
¢léan and honest government, be-
ciuse the 90 members of the legisla-
ture and the governor know their
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word is not mnecessarily the final
word.

Oregon is proof of the effective-
ness of the svstem. If the peaple
don't like a law, they can take steps
to change it (They did Qct. 15.) If
they feel another law is needed,
they can bypass the legislature and
make their own law. An example of
this bypuss method appears to he
pending at this moment., Some pec-
ple feel the legislature was remiss
in not bringing a streamlined consti-
tutional overhaul before the people.
They are muaking plans to take the
bull by the horns and get it on the
ballot by initiative. If the commit-
tea succeeds, an embarrassed legis-
lature will have nothing to say about
it. Another movement is in the works
to allow the people to deecide on a
salary cuthack for legislators,

Despite the obvious henefits of the
svstem, it has jts objectors. Some
say the business of government is
becoming so  complex that divect
public participation isn't the best
wiiy to determine public policy. Oth-
ers sav not enough people turn out
ut elections, so public participation
isn't representalive.

An objection such as the one on
complexity deserves little considera-
tion, Pushed to its ultimate conclu-
rion, government officials could
make any capricious legislation and
refuse to allow a public decision be-
catise the matter was “too com-
plex."

The second objection was disprov-
ed Oct. 15, More than 464,000 of the
750,000 registered voters turned out
for the referendum vote, This was
about 60 per cent—n percentage fig-
ure few could discount as heing too
amall,

We think its a good system—prob-
ably best in the imperfect, but free,
temoeratic society.
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l Apparently disturbed by re-
cent rullngs surrounding the
controversial issue of religion
in our publie sehools, the Amer-
lcan Legion asked the Congress
o initiate an amendment to the
\ Constitution of the United
Stutes (o clarify the matter and
to. make religious observance!
I|m|.=asibllz in schools with “‘vol-|
unlary' participation on  {he
part of students.

- Court Exceeds Authority
n School Prayer Ruling

The preamble to the constitution of the Ameri
«can Legion begins: “For God and Country we associate

Evervone knows the dedication of the American
No orvganization, at least in my
| opinion, is more gincere in its demand for patriotic de-

= votion to the welfare and security of the United States

| But, while being consecraled to the service of
|““country,” the American Legion, at its recent national
{convention [n Miami, demonstrated the “For God" side

Nothing contained in  this
Constitution shall be constru.
el 1o prohibil the authority
administering  any  school,
school system, or educational
institution supported in whole
or in part from any public
funds from providing for (he
voluntary participation by the
students thercof in the repd-
ing of passages from the Bi-
ble or in regularly scheduled
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left the bottle alone and gol
some  healthy exercise along
with getting back their sell re-
spect, maybe there wouldn't be
| 50 many aged, infirm and sick,

1 wonder how many there are
who, past 60, still put in cach
day a good shift and a half on
farms or small businesses, who
also have aches and pains and

Concert Presentation
Praised By Yoncallan

To The Editor

Did you attend the Portland
symphony concert at the Rose:
burg Senior High School aodi-
torium Oect. 157 I nol, you
missed the very best inoenter-
tainment. The large audicnce
bield  spellbound by the
dynamic personality of Jacques wi

o these politicians are ask-

Singer, musie director and con- M8 100 dig deeper and ever
ductor he ' gusto with which deeper for [unds o keep lllu.?(-.
aristocratic paupers living in

archestra responded to their di-
rector brought forth two rous.
ing, standin® ovations

I found myself rising and ap-
planding without looking lo sed
il I might be alone. For once
everyone was with me. 1. as

the style they are now used to

Why s it that our politicians
are so fond of this class? Could
it be thal those on welfare have
sense epough not to bite the
hands that fed them? Comes
election doy they all turn oul
to stund alone tovete for the guy who sends
this the cheeks, Hasn't thn‘I fong
been the dream of the wily pol-
itieian. Put one-thivd on relief,
another third on the govern:

have been glad
to show my appreciation of
ieautiful cancert, It took me

phony concerts, yet the music

arket, which had of Handel, Britten and Tehai. Nient payroll. and lot the other
koysky
the hieantiful

more third pay the bills. With two-
thirds of the volers on  their
sidet, this dynasty is assured.
Maybe I'm an ol meanie for
Jacgues Singer, a talented mu- | do not believe in rellef in any
sician at the nge of 13 vears Shiape or rurm,_lm that _\\-elfm‘r:.
and a member of the Phila. 978anized charity, subsidies, or
delphiia orchestya, lecame the [eather-hedding. Nest o war
direetor of the Dallis sympho. the dole has been our most cost.
ny  orchestea, the Vancouver, Iy “"ﬁ‘“k‘f nat only in: dollars
B.C. symphony the Buenos Pub in t‘u:ped lives, We have
Aires  Philharmonic  orchestea 85 much right morally to take

and the Portland  symphony. the liZe of a human heing as
we have to rob them of their

never  sountded
than on lhe evening
15 al Roseburg

You could understand why

il

pay their own doctor bills. And,
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them go to the bank for a loan
that they will have to pay back
with interest, and won't have
these funds to lobby for exira
privileges

Far the sake of the future of
this great republic let's take
that senile old Uncle of ours
out' of business. 11 he makes
the mess out of it he has of this
welfare, may God have merey
on our fate

As to  feather-bedding  you
can't tell me that five men do-
ing what one man could do let.
ter can long remain moen.
That sayving: ‘It is better to
give than o receive’ has been
much abused to enrich wily pro-
moters amnd give easy jobs 1o
too many who would be much
lappier and healthier sofling
their Hly.white hands in vwseful
toil

Let our charity be a hand
held out to owe brother or sis-
ler who are down, pull them

buck up on Lheir feet, hul see

to it that they walk away on

It would seem from the pro-
posal made by the American W
Legion that It shares in the er:
view that veligion in the schools' The American Legion conven-
is o matter for decision by the lion also opposed current ef-
respective states, | forts to remove the words *'un-

That i§ the theory to which 1 :,I\T:‘”(."“' from the Pledge of
have held personaliy. chirnoe.

I do nol intend lo  express
disagreement with the Supreme
Cout's ruling on the matter, It
is my belief thal the United
Stutes Supreme Court had ab- Set Af Elkl'on
solutely no right to even con- .
sider the controversy. I belioye  Several —community  events
the L7.S. Constitution holds clear- #e 0n tap for Elkton resident
Iy that the federal government '™ the near future, Mrs. C. W,
shall Keep ils hands steielly off Henderer reports.
all matters pertaining to reli- The Elkton Farm Burean will
gion. This theory, in my opin. hokd its crnual turkey wnd he
ion, is most definitely indicated dinner Monday, Ocl. 28, al 6:40
by the history which foreed P at the grade school for all
upon the framers of our Con- Members and inyited guests, A
stitution the idea of religlous SPecidl program: has been plan-
freedom and resulted in the NeC
firsl item of our Bill of Rights, Cub Scouts will hold their
that “Congress shall make no monthly pack night on' Thurs-
law respecling an  establish- day ovening, Oct. 31, also at
ment of veligion, or prohibiting the grade school. This will be
lhe [ree ecxercise thereof." i Halloween party and those at-

While we hear supportors of 'ending are fo wear costumes.
the Supreme Court’s ruling fre- The entire community is in-
quently ealling our attention to ¥ited to a dance Saturday, Nov.
the facl that “Congress shall 8 at Kellogg Grange Hall. My-
make no law respeeting an es- Sic. will be furnished by the
tablishment of relizion,” we sel- “Elkton Killjoys **
dom hear the uther half of the .
restriction: Yoy prohibiting  the m *
free exercise 1!!:‘!‘0!!{." ‘]be ews'neulew

It, thevefore, is my conten A BE. Maln St
Lion that it was the purpose of 'f.'é"ll;’i‘;ﬁt‘i& i:’;fllsﬂ’ul:?g'c?:
the [ramers of our Constitution Rosetirg, Oregon

periods of non-sectarian pray.
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their own two feet and not (hay the federal government Telephens 673:33))
s Ay . ] - +f Y Enlerad s wcond elazs matier May 2
crawl upon our backs and be-'gpanig keep out of the conLro: 190, ar ihe post oifics &1 Bossku

come a burden 10 us ever afler.
Thnt's welfave tnday and many
backs are weary of their huore
den. Let's dump il

A. M, Cooper
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versy., Many people. [ know,
disagree with this opinion.

In our form of governinent,
Congress makes the laws. Il is
the purpose of the Supreme
Court tu interprel those laws
and to ascertain that they o
nol conllict with provisions of
vur Constitution. | am of the
opinion that il s not the duty of

Jrwaon,  under act of March 2
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