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Governor Making Responsible Budget Cuts

It's going to hurt—cutting all thoge
millions from the stute budget., But
it certdinly isn't going to be a whole-
sale smushing of state agencies ns
many spokesmen predicted before
the rejection of the $60 million tux
increase,

This is indieated in the cuthacks
heing ordered by Gov. Mark Hat-
field. The cutbacks nre selective
and far from the across-the-hoard
slushing predicted by many o gloom-
gathering ageney head.

In many ciasex, as Zan Stark, Unit-
ed Press International correspondent
at Salem puts it, the cuts were fay
less severe than had been expeeted.

For example, last month, the stute
Library Board in a fit of panie,
slashed {18 budeget by $122.000. The
governor Lhis week ordered only $68.-
850 in culs,

Two general Tund appropriations—
for orphans, fonndlings and way-
ward girls and for the Patton Home
for the Friendless—were untouched.

Operating fund cuts were less thun
expected, but the same wasn't true
for proposed construetion programs.
The entite $1.8 million community
collegre  construction  allotment was
wiped out, This won't affect Douglas
County now, aince no district has yet
heen formed. But it may in the next
few yenrs delay construction beeause
those included in that $1.3 million
will no doubt be put under: construe-
tion first. Beeause it would have
served such a vitnl role in relieving
the growing pressure on the four-
vonr colloges, this was o grievous
cut,
With two exceptions, all other con-
struction projects nol already under
way were eliminated. The exceplions
werd & new cell block at Oregon Cor-
rectional Institution and two cottages

at MacLarven School for Boys. These
projects will cost about £300,000.

In all, the total construction cut-
baeks amounted to about 512 million.

Algo wiped opt were 4.7 million
foy state employes' and higher edu-
cation pay raises, These raises hive
already been granted, however, and
the Civil Service Commission savs
they cannot be withdrawn. The in-
ereases will be offset by layoffs of
personnel.

These cuts seem pretty big, but
there: were no 25 per cent cutbacks
a2 some state officials threatened.
Higher education was cut 7.6 per
cent (£6.2 million from an $80 mil-
lion budget), public welfare 7.1 per
cent (52,9 million from $41.9 million
bindget), state institntions 7 per cent
(83,5 million from $49.9 million budsg-
et) and Department of Education

116 per cent ($1.5 million from 315 |

million}.

These euts made by the governor
are baged on the hope that the leg-
islature will authorize a $10.8 mil-
lion eutback in the $135 million ba-
=ie school support Tund and allow
the one-shot withholding tax collec-
tions to add $12 million to the stute's
income this biennium.

The governor acted responsibly in
mitking the reductions, He has every
reason o think the legislature will

be cooperative and just as respon-
sible,

We're not underestimating the
damnge the eots will do to a for-
ward-moving state. but us one wom-
an asked a senator before the elec-
tion, “Why shouldn’t we expect the
legislature to do the very best it
cian." The governor has set the pat-
tern, and the legislature will, no
doubt, follow suit, doing “the very
best it can.”
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Offers A Moral &
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- Political War

lature into specinl session
Veterans Day. We used to

witr. It is # day when we

tion.

Already we find many differ.
enl interpretations being pluced
upon the vote at the recent spe-
cial eleetion, People defeated a
propozed slale budgel most de.
eisively,

But why?

Sen. Al Flegel and Rep. Sid
Lelken of our own county leg-
islative delegation have ap.
pealed to people to tell what
they want,

Bul I'm ready to gamble that
even though they get thousands
| of Tetlers—which T doubt—they'll

RUE never got o eledr opinlon of
ﬂl"fi whal the *“mandale” was all
= lnhout

Desires Ditfer

Some people want a sales tax
antd  expect such o lax to
emerge from the special ses.
sion. Others look for & cigareile
Many demand a reduction
Il tuxes. Some feel we must

BRUCE SHANKS, BUFFALO EVENING NEWS

must  retain
find new
And, so It
Already there is a reporl-
hetween the vernor

ers, contend we
services but must
sourees of revenue.
a00s

 For Legislative Session

Gov, Mark Hatfield has exlled the Oregon Legis-

i= a day upon which we celebrate the termination of

But, insofar as the Ovegon Legislature is concerned,
I' fear that this coming Nov. 11 will mark the start,
rather than the end, of another “war.”
however, will be one of political theory and opinion,
coupled with political ambition and party manipulu-

Predicted

starting Nov. 11, That's
call it Armistice Day. It

honor our fighting men.

This *“war,”

So that brings up another
maliter that probally will mark
the coming speclal session,

Several members of the Log-
islature huve political ambitions.
Doubtless they'll become guile
vocal and will seek 1o curry
favor with volers in anticipa-
tion of running for high office
at a later date. They'll be fur
more inlerested in promoting
their own political fortune thin
in coming up with some form.
ulit best suited o the state's

‘welfare, In fael, it already is

possible to pick out same who
have their eyes focused on the
governorship, when that olfice
is vacanl,, Hatfield ean'l run
again, K0 we may expeel plen
ty of joekeying for the inside
post.
Fear Stilled

Halhield has urged the forth.
coming session o confine itscll
strietly 1o the matter of axes.
1l is indeed 1o he hoped that
nothing else gels into the hop-
per.

Some of the state's conserva-
lionists had feared that Haifield
woulidl renew liis demands for
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