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Gets No Counsel
Nowhere is there advice and

counsel on what the postman
should do when a woman invites
him to put, down his mail sack
and come in for a cup of coffee.
But it is a real problem and a
postman of about 10 years experi-
ence told about it after exacting
a strict pledge that he would re-
main anonymous:

"A lot of these women are just
the motherly type. You know,
it's raining and they feel sorry
for you and they want to give
you some hot coffee and maybetoast. They don't cause much
trouble because you can always
tell them you're late and have to
keep going to get your whole
pouch of mail delivered.

"Th n there's the other kind.
You uould call them lonesome.
They're waiting at the door every
time you deliver the mail. If you
turn them down on a cup of cof-

fee, then they tell you to come
inside because one of their letters
has been lost and they want to
talk about it. I always tell them
to give me a written memoran-
dum, but most of the time they
don't buy that. Sometimes they
get real tough and say they're
going to report me to the depart-
ment if I don't come inside. No-

body has reported me so far, but
you never can tell.

Spots Dangerous Ones

"It's easy to spot the danger-
ous ones. Usually they're wearing
a kimono or something like that
and have their faces made up as
if they were going to a Satur-
day night dance. When you see
one like that, brother, you better
run.

"I'm not saying there are lots
of them on my route, but there
are enough to cause trouble. But
I hear things are even worse for
people like television repair men,
telephone company workers and
fellows who sell things door to
door. Those guys got to go inside
the house to do their job. Me, I
can always stand at the door and
say no."

Unfortunately, there is no way
a postman can say no to a dog
which is rushing at him with
every intention of biting. About
7,000 postmen were bitten by dogs
last year, and the worst offend-
ers were Dobermans, cockers,
Pekingese and terriers.

The Post Office Department
knows it's walking a tight rope.
It wants to protect the postmen,
but it faces the wrath of millions
of American dog lovers. The first
attempted solution was to advise
the owner of any dog that bit a
postman that hereafter he would
have to pick his mail up at the
post office. That didn't work be-

cause it developed that many
postmen were being bitten by
stray dogs.

Armed With Capsule
Now an experiment is in pro-

gress in Detroit, Miami, Balti-
more and San Francisco where
the postmen have been armed
with an aerosol capsule called
Halt. It is loaded with mineral oil
and an extract of cayenne pepper
and was developed at the Univer-

sity of Georgia. When a postman
is about to be attacked, he
squirts Halt at the dog.

The department says the pre-
liminary results are encouraging:

"The sprayed dog does not cry
out. He merely puts his tail be-

tween his legs and beats a hasty
retreat. In most cases, after one
or two experiences with Halt, the
dog never again attacks the user.

"While an animal obviously has
been made uncomfortable for a
short period of time, there are
no lasting effects to the eyes or
any other portion of the face.
Within 10 to 15 minutes the cf--
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