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Fair Went Li.l_(-e Clock Work

The unsung heroes of the “biggest and
hest” fuir ever staged were members of
the Fair Board, Manager Bert Allenby
and his staff and the department heads.
With staggering numbers of entries and
events to handle, it seems almost impos-
sible effective coordination could be
achieved.

But everything occurred as it was plan-
ned. It was as smoothly running as &
piece of fine machinery. Even the lost
children, inevitable at every fair, were
quickly returned to their parents.

This smooth operation is the result of
muny months of planning and testing,
With less able people to handle such a
mass operation, it could hiive been a
madhouse. But ‘it wasn't and the eredit
ull belongs to the bonrd and Manager
Allenby, who obviously gave a lot of at-
tention to every smaull detail.

One Look Can Be Fatal

Police have found that one of the great-
est hazards on the highway during the
summer is the sightseeing driver. |

So, if August is your vacation month,
stop to see the sights, don't try to see
them while you are driving.

Here's the reason, ns noted by Rose-
burg Police Chief John Truett. A car
moving along the highway at 60 miles an
howe travels about 350 feet with every
normal breath of the driver. “Look away
to admire the scenery for just two sec-
onds," he said, and you have traveled

What more could you ask for a county
fair,

The entertainment was top-notch, so
everyone had a good time, Records, fol-
lowing a record-breaking 1962, were set
again on every hand. Even the governor
and his wife called it one of the best in
Ovegon, To prove it, they made an un-
precedented two visits, one on Saturday
and one on Sunday.

The final proof of whether or not a fair
is good is the attendance. It seemed un-
likely that this year's fair, even in five
days, could match the figure of 1962,
when 61,000 were counted, But, amazing-
Iy, that figure was surpassed. More than
63,000 gate entries were made,

At the same time, the number of ex-
hibits was record-smashing again. This,
too, is proof of the pudding. And not only
were there more, but the concensus was
that they were better.

o

175 feet.” Needless to say, a lot can hap-
pen to the virtually pilotless car in that
distance.

Truett pointg oul that the main reason
for a vacation i8 to see new places, but
the safe way to view the scepery is from
the viewpoints or turnouts thoughtfully
installed along scenic highway.

“It’s never a goud idea, even in city
traffie, to take your eyes from the road,
but ut highway speeds, even a brief look
al some scenic attraction can be fatal,”
Truett coneluded.
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The

Trail By Rogue Off Limits
To Horses, Motor Scooters

The Bureau of Land Management, which seemingly is
under constant fire from one direction or another, has add-
ed to itg list of “enemies” the motor scooter crowd and
|L}1e commercial pack train operators of the Rogue River

drei.

.| The BLM is rebuilding the old trail along the north bank

of the Rogue-River for a distance of some 26 miles be-
| tween Alameda Bridge and Marial,

After lengthy consideration

and public hearing of various

factors involved the BLM has issued a ruling confining tray-
el to foot passengers. Motor scooters and horses are banned,

At a public hearing nearly
month ago in Granis Pass, a slrong
| protest to the proposed ruling was
{made by members of a club of
motor scooter owners. Most ve-
| hement in protests against rules)
| limiting use of the trail to pedes- |
| triang, however, was a group of
| guides who use pack horses to take|
| tourists on camping trips through
[the wild area of the famed Rogue|
| River, "
| But speaking out for preserva:
tion of wilderness attributes were !
| many outdoorsmen who prefer the
+most rugged form of (ransporia-
i Hon—hiking, Horses and motor
scooters, they opined, would result |
in extensive erosion, particularly |
because of soil conditions, |

I'm not personally familiar with|
the damage cuused by mator scoot- |
ers in wilderness areas, but 1 can|
| imagine that they are quite con-|
ducive to erosion, dust and noise.

I'm a liltle more familiar with
the effect of horses on a forest
trail, The results: are both good
and bad,

It must be admitted thal con-
tinued use of a trail by horses pro-|
duces & very high dégree of oro-|
sion, |

3 vantage, A hiker, wilh a pack on

his back, could sit on the bank to
rost while passing through an area
where the soft soil had been cut
down to a depth of several feet.

At the same time, however,
there was a decided disadvantage.
The trail wasn'l too attraclive on a
hot day, which hrought forth a
strong odor and flies.

Too, the deep rutting had anoth-
er bad. effect. 1 recall one trip
over a forest trail during a heavy
rainstorm when the water was well
over the top of hiking shoes as we
made our way oul of the back
country.

The trail along the Rogue River
once was lhe only link for commu-
nication between Grants Pass and
the lower river, Horses were used
{o carry mail and an occasional
passenger,

Then came a highway along the
coast. The trail was abandoned for
any commercial uses. It became
overgrown, BLM has been recon-
structing the trail, It has planned
several camp areas, chiefly for
fishermen.

But, alter public hearing and re-
viewing arguments on both sides,

In the *“good ol' days" il was|BLM has come up with the de-
my good forlune to make a num-|cision to retain the wilderness as-
| ber of trips over the old Umpqua|pecl. This is in marked contrast

already | River trail. There was no way to|to the philosophy which would in-
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