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The movement of home rule for coun-
. ties is gathering speed, it was reported
2 reeently at the annual convention of the
‘ National Association of Counties in Dey-
ver, Colo.

Up to now, the movement to greater
authority for counties in deciding their
own: destinies has been a painfully slow
one, For example, in Orvegon, only two of

the 36 counties have adopted home rule
charters, They are Washington and
Lane.

But the pressures ave growing, and i

i# becoming obvious that counties shoulil
be able to mitke some decisions of their
own to salve their own problems. They
cinnot meet those problems when they
have to do only what the state tells them
they can do.

The pressures ave the results of the
growing urban areas outside city limits,
The problems vesulting from eoneentral-
ol populations  are compounding,  and
counties, which Jlogically should  attack
those problems are restricted by state
Taw.

In effect, the colnties are little
than arms of the state government. Buot
now the state can’t be Llamed, 1 has of-
fered counties the right to decide them-
selves whether they should remain state-
regulited or should strike out on their
own to tailor their governmental struc-
tures and operations to needs of their
OWH nlens:

In other words, the stute is giving the
counties the chance to beecome  equal
with cities in the actions they can tuke.

On the face of it, it would seem the

maone
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4 Home Rule Walts For Us

counties would jump at the chanee. They
huven't so far.

Some apathy has been shown by the
boards of commissioners, who have found
the comparatively tight It“-iIILTIII!N of
state yule a handy shield against growing
demande, 1t isn't really n cause for cns-
tigation, beeuusge the counties have many
problems they eun and do meet. Dounglas
County, for example, is doing an admir-
abile job of building # network of good

ronds For timber aecoss, rvecreation and
agrienlture. With this vast project and
others, the county court feels it has its
hands full.

This means the spur must come I|r-m
the people. But they, too, are apathetic

It hus heen the hubit to wecept the uper-

abion of eounty government as it is. Peo-
ple will pripe about the failure by connty
government to do Something they think

the county ghould handle. Some of them
even go lo the court and insist netions he
tiken. They hear the court tell them noth-
ing cun be done beejuse state law will
not dllow i, Then, the matter dies.

A more active approach is needed.
sSome gnoup o organization must take
the bull hy the horns and begin working
toward, establishment of home rule in
Douglas County. The court is amenable,
Bt the action must begin on the griss-
roots level.

Onge of the spedkers at the convention
ol countiex in Denver, Kansas Gov, John
Andergon, said “it i< in the interest of the
residents to inerense their couniv's -
thovity.” The reason, he concludes, is
thut the closer the government iz to the
peuple, the better it is
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Editor’s Corner

By Charles V. Stanton

Gubernatorial Succession
Law Outmoded, Dangerous

Gov, Murk Hatfield went to Miami recently to attend g

conference of governors, While he was away Ben Musa,
president of the Senate, beeame dcting governor—a provi-
ston of  Orego ooty L concerning  suceession.

Sem. Muss took advantugze of his temporary position to
appoint & member to the state Welfare Commission to fill
W vieaney whicl bad resulted from vesignation of & mem-
Bet who did not wpreee with commission poliey.

Musa is a Demoerat, He appointed a Democrat to fill
vacaney, Hatfield 1= o Republicun. He had received
Musa's nomination of @ fellow Democrat but had not taken
action. So, Sen. Musa tool matters into his own hands, al-
though there was no immediate necessity—no emergency.

! Goy atfie otprned (o S
hu\.‘ ':}[J‘Jnil'l- "}n' l:::;flllltlntl-lli\ ll‘t as dis- l-!k““"“-‘ Gov
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Jm‘.l‘ ?m.(. IV. ”""T‘.mlil I".|II. : ,11 help capable of dealing with all
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el with his aet :
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the

Hatlield has been

Musa s in dll respeets cupable, Salem other than  cmergencies.
He may be considered efficient and And, when emergencies arise, he
in all respeets qualified  tor e s only moments fvoma Lelephone,
Jub 1o which he wis named. There ds, in my opinion, no rea-

Furthermore, s atithation  son why o person wilh political
should mak Yut, A6 gmbitions  and  political debts to
he was cho by Musa for the pay should be given gubernatorial
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une respopsinle lor it
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ROSEBURG CABINET & SPLY.
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