
11 Th New-Rvi- Raicburej, Of. Wd Muy 8, 1963

Reedsport To Test Legality
Of Property Tax Levy Law

ftWDAYSOMlVlcity at a different rate from that
of another part.

"It would seem that you are in
the enviable position of being the
first to be confronted with a legal
case which will test the validity
of this section," the Tax Commis-
sion wrote Svarverud.

The county assessor apparently
wasn't loo envious of the position
for he declined to institute the pro-

ceedings and passed the matter to
the Reedsport officials.

League Offers Help

Jayne indicated the legal entan-

glements will take several months
to unravel, lie said the League of

Oregon Cities has offered to join in
the suit by participating in costs in-

volved in litigating the action.
The action is not expected to af-

fect the Hubbard site development.
Dist. Atly Avcr' Thompson has
pointed out the assessed valuation
of the undeveloped tract is not sig-

nificant at this time and hy the
time the site is substantially de-

veloped, the legal lest will possibly
have been completed.
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Winners Announced

The Reedsport City Council has
decided to test the constitutionality
of an Oregon state statute which

allows cities to differential on

property lax levies.
The test suit is prompted by the

city's annexation of the John Hub-

bard subdivision tract in which an

agreement was negotiated provid-

ing 50 per cent lax relief for a

period of five years to Hubbard lo

compensate Uie owner for certain
costs of sewer and pumping station
installations.

City officials will institute pro-

ceedings for a declaratory judg-

ment or for a writ of mandamus
in Douglas County Circuit Court
as start of a process which is ex-

pected to be carried to the state
Supreme Court, reports Dawn

Reedsport correspondent.
Correspondence Read

The council's action came at this
weck'i council meeting when City

Attorney William Jayne discussed
correspondence between Douglas
County Tax Assessor Leland Svar-veru-

stale Tax Commission at-

torney Ira Jones and League of

Oregon Cities research attorney Or-v-

Utter.
The statutory authority cited by

Jayne for the tax relief reimburse-
ment method was enacted in 1957

and amended in 1059. It was spon-

sored by the League of Oregon Cit-

ies.
The Oregon attorney general and

state Tax Commission have raised
the question of possible conflict
with the Oregon Constitution, spe-

cifically Article 1, Section 32 which
states that "all taxation shall be
uniform on the same class of sub-

jects within the same territorial
limits of the authority levying the
taxes."

In seeking the opinion of the stato
Tax Commission, Svarvcrud was
advised by the commission's at-

torney that "you are not responsi-
ble to make the division of the levy
between the two parts of the city."

Litigation Advised
The state Tax Commission, Airs.

Pesuau reported, recommended the
city should consult with the dis-

trict attorney and bring a declar-
atory judgment proceeding in Doug-
las County Circuit Court to deter-
mine whether or not the statutory
authority at issue is constitutional
and whether or not it is permis-
sible for Reedsport to divide its
city into two parts and tax proper-
ty located within on part of the
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ForTenmile Show
A large audience enjoyed the

talent show sponsored by the
PTA last weekend in (he mul-

tipurpose room at the school, cor-

respondent Mrs. Walter Coats re-

ports. Judges were from Camas
Valley, Ixiokingglass, Olalla and
Winston. Keith Husen was master
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Girl Scout Day Camp
To Be Held In July

Airs. Dean Swanson, neighbor-
hood chairman for the Glcndale
Girl Scouts and Brownies lias an-

nounced that the second annual
Day Camp will be held in July.

The exact date and location of
the camp will be announced later.
Proceeds fr om a"goodics sale"
and a dinner raised sufficient funds
for the financing of the camp, she
said.

Mrs. G. B. Fox, correspondent
said troop leaders have been mak-

ing preparations for the summer's
program by their attendance at
district (raining meetings. They
have already participated in two
workshops in Grants Pass and will
take part in a thrd, planned in
preparation for the outdoor camp-
ing portion of the day camp work.

Airs. Swanson also announced
thai the annual Fly-U- ceremonies

without the use of special equip
Went of surgery.

Dr. Lewis Hart, Roseburg physi-
cian, was present to answer ques-
tions and elaborate further on the
use of heart massage.

At present, the teaching of exter-
nal heart massage is not included
in the Red Cross first aid classes
or manual but the lied Cross is
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irying lo make tne public aware
of this method to be used in ex-
treme situations of apparent death,
class spokesmen state.

Norman Thurnhofcr, Douglas Stevo Fowler Dusty Rhodet Byron AucrDoug Zitckin which older Brownies aro pro- -county Chapter first aid instruc Run Bryan'63 CHEVROLET I'KT ."m
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TWO LOCATIONS
Stephens & Oak OR Stephens & Douglas OR

G.M.A.C. or BANK RATESWhy experiment with doubtful advertising
media when the daily newspaper brings
proven results? On an average day, a news-

paper goes into 46 million U.S. homes
86.4 of all households. Almost all your
customers live in such homes. For results,
reach them regularly in the newspaper.
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