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“The trouhle with xids today
it

How often have you heard peo-
s hegt a conversatinn  with
thoae Words and a sad shake of
the head? Teen aged trouhles
weem to he on evervone's mind
thess days, especially the parents
of tnem-aged children

All right, then, what s the trou-
his with kids todav? What makes
them so different from when you
and 1 were young?

We decided to find out by mak-
ing a specinl survey limited to
parenis of leen-aged children, a
switeh from our regular studies
which are devoled to the opinions
of leen-agers themselves

Our first question was

“What da you consider the sin.
gie worst influence on the lives of
your teen.aged children?’”

It turned out to he a block bus.
ter

Kising to the bait with what
seemed like pent up :ur‘\ the par-
ents we interviewed blamed the
troubles of their teen-aged off-
spring on everything from rock 'n’'
roll to pragressive educalion

The leading eulprit, so adjudged
hy .-? per cent of the I}lrl'nli was
the “low morsl standards of our

sociely.”

To Mrs. Philip B, Wilson of
Lang Beach, Calif , the mother of
twa leean-aged hovs, our sociely
has deteriorated hecause of “loo
much freedom. Young people nh
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The Trouble With Teeners Is Adults,
n A National Survey

human nature for people o foflow
the trend of the times and want
o do what others do."

More Troubles Makers

Second place on thp teen-pjed
trouble list went to had compan-
ions, with 20 per cent of the
ents interviewed eiting U s
single-worst influence on our
voungsters

Pad companions, aceo
Mrs. Joan Hopkins of Ilion,
mather of thres teen-agers, *'d
even have to he close compa
for their inflience to he felt
tice defiance and fresh tal
the briefest contact with e #I'!xiuH
lons of somewhat sor morals."

Mrs. M. Dee of ston  noted

rding ¢

Insl her two teen-age ‘iend o
go along with or imitate their
companions, good or had"
Added Ramzey Coller of Atlanta,
Ga.: “If kids continue 1o follow

the leader ilkke a troop of ele
pliants  juined k to taill, we
won't need & world war
They'll murder then
The in ce of tel
mevies on leen-agers was
ercd worst of all by 11 per cent
of the parents. Next, with a 3 per
cent vole. was moek ‘'n’ roll omusic
Progressive education drew a 1
per cenl vole.

Other infiuences cited, most of PARENTS hlome
them ‘dealing with parents them

selves, included working mothers, | Lok thes imitate in
divorce, lack of home ! training, | o
dwindling emphasis on manners
and courtesy, tendency {o escape

their own

o religion and
pgarded as

their own contemporaries for leading the young- ostroy.

ines, ralsing legal drinking and all
driving ages, more community and grow
recreation programs, closer super
V&lon tl. companions, siricter

Que lti_onT A skod

about 'hom help them to see
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ing on the part of parents, With- jaei Yet af nil forms of enter
out these, the child is confused. 1ginment, they are the most dil
feels thal no one is interested in el for a parent to eireumyent”
him or really cares at home He

fure long, he gels the altention he Parents Take Credit
craves by eausing trouble. Thon Harey Fink of
it is that the parents wonder why NY. father of

1ce answers from the
per cent af the par
by our interviewers
1-; niry were prety
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