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THE ROAD SNOB

By George Castillo
' The typical adult American automobile driver is a

snob.

search Board s station at Nanai-mo- ,
said Monday the shift in the

current began in early 1957. This,
he said, helps to explain why
British Columbia's last winter
was mild.

Similar Shift Recalled
A similar, but not so pro-

nounced, shift occurred in 1950-51- ,

another year of a mild winter and
hot summer.

The phenomenon has affected
the fishing industry. Salmon runs

At least this is the indication in a study endorsed by
The President's Committee for Traffic Safety. The purpose
of the study was to determine just what the American motor-

ist thinks about himself and others in relation to traffic safe- -
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tv. It was snonsored bv the Pure Oil Co. and American
Trucking Assn. and was conducted by a group called Op
inion Research Corp. ,

One of the first things the survey indicated was that
the motorist generally thinks he s pretty good. As a mat
ter of fact, so many think they are above average, there
doesn't appear to be any such' thing as an average driver.

The survev shows that nine out of 10 adults questioned
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in the investigation (and 100 per cent of those with records
of traffic violations) considered themselves above average
jn driving skill. They also said they were better than av-

erage at obeying traffic laws.
The survey emphasizes another indication of the "It

must be the other guy" philosophy evidenced by the typi-
cal driver. He thinks such traffic - safety slogans as
"Speed Kills" and "Slow Down and Live" are for what he
considers the average driver. He says they are certainly
not for him. He'd be insulted at the suggestion that he
doesn't drive safely.

(Continued (ram Page 1)
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Gelling closer hom- e- ,,'r"cd,iaer. to "' ?; Excitina

lations. In other words, safety is just a lip service when
it applies to him.

Still another incongruity is the way the typical driver
gets worked up over drunken drivers or speeders unless
he is the one Involved. He says jail or loss of license
should be the reward of drunk drivers or speeders. He
calls them the "real killers" of the highway

However
If he is caught a little tipsy at the wheel, he insists

he had only a few drinks. Tf he's stopped for speeding,
he'll explain that he was only going five or 10 miles over
the limit.

"There aren't any Nita Naldis,
Theda Baras and Pola Negris
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cai pHin or permanent injury to the driver or his familv.
Present campaigns of highway safetv are obvimislv not

doing a solidly effective job. so another look at the strangeattitudes of the typical driver might be in order to stem
the tide of highway suicide.
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