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RE BRIGHTENS
By N. Floyd McGowin, President
National Lumber Manufacturers Assn
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LUMBER FUTU

Lumber production is showing signs of recovering from
the abnormal lows of recent months. Much of this is trace-
able to growing indications that the nation is on the verge
of a2 new surge in home building.

While lumber output during the first three months of
1058 — T.211,000,000 board feet — was down an estimated
10 per cent from the year-ago level, figures for the second
quarter are expected to show a somewhat smaller percent-
age of decline.

The biggest months for lumber output — June, July,
August and September — are vet to come. Conceivably,
production during the second haif of 1958 could hoost this
vear's total output to the point where it equals — or even
exceeds by 2 or 8 per cent — the 1957 level of 33,381,000
(MM,

Much, of course, depends on general economic condi-|

tions. * Regardless of what the federal government does to
stimulate home huilding, our ecountry’s general bisineas
climate will have a marked influence on housing demand
during the succeeding months of 195K, _

At the same time, a strong showing in home building
could be & key factor in helping the eountry to recover from
its present economic downturn.

It ix interesting to note that lumber production during
the first quarter of this year has been only a shade helow
output in the same months of 1050. As home huilding
maoved into high gear during the middle and closing months
of 1950 — and went on to establish a new all-time record of
nearly 1.4 million unite for the entire vear — lumber pro-
duction likewise rallied to a postwar peak of 38,802,000,000
board feet

Bottom Perhaps Reached

Many manufacturers believe the lumber market has hit
its present bottom and that from here on ont the only way
is up. I am one inclined to share the view that onr industry
i= on the upswing. Here are some of the circumstances that
support that view:

1. In many paris of the country, poor weather has been
responsible for ecurtailing lumber output during recent
weeks, Sunshine and dry weather eould do much to ehange
the picture in these areas

2 Lumber inventoriex at the mill have leveled off in
recent monthe, g0 the industry ix in a much hetter posi-
tion now ta feel the full salutary effects of a pickiup in new
busineas.

3. For the industry as & whole, production has been cut
tn the point where it is now ahout equal to shipments. This
should head off any new huild-up of unwieldy stocks

f. A sample survey of 480 mills shows new orders for
the first 19 weeks of 1958 to be running about 4 per cent
above production,

5. Signa of an improvement in farm income suggest a
more favorable outlook for farm construetion, a prime
market for lumber,

6. Ruilroad and industrial plant demand for lymber can
he expected to improve once these segments of the econ-
omy share in a general husiness upturn

7. Reporta from retail lumber dealers indicate a feel
Ing of optimism for the eoming months, Relail stocks, like
mill inventories, have been reduced. so any appreciable in-
eredse In retail demand would be translated quickly into
new business for the manufacturer

Industry Marking Time

Actually, 1958 may turn out to be a vear in which the
lumber industry has had to mark time. Many manufac-
turers are taking advantage of the lull to seek new wavs
of lowering production costs, improving quality control pro
cadures and developing better customer relations

This will put our industry in a stronger position o take
aidvantage of next vear's opportunities — most notahly,
prospect of a banner vear in home building.

One of the most encouraging developments of late has
heen the acceptance by lumber manufacturers throughout
the country of a new milliondollar national wood merchan-
dising program developed by the National Lumber Manu-
facturers Assn,

Ihis program, expected to be launched later ti
will do much to help the industry
ketg lost to competitive materiale
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NEW YORK (AP) — Who took the glamor out of show

husiness?
“The stars themselves,”
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Porter's Record Cited
In Answer To Ceddes

Mr. Geddes seems to be dong
a2 ot of sounding off aboul our
excellén! representation in Con

Mr. Charles O, Porter, hut

L o se¢ anything ¢

way of a platforr
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rigation project is
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| wong look at md to diece
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to the vigorous ae
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Recession Cure Seen
In Power Commission
Here we are in the midst of a
depres i, by my means of
reckoning, nearly five million out
of work is a depression
What's being done® Precious
tle, that's what. The administration
s e And ionl the forces

in Congress that would rectify the
silvation are overwhelmed by

ert  Republicans and Southern
Demaocrats
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‘Child, 6, Wins
'$10,000, Cruiser,
Much Minor Loot

EATTLE (AP Ruth Woods
of Seattle learned Mondsy she
won §10,000 cash, a cahin crulter
and a ghtteriog array of other
ise (0 & mationsl conlesl
may be taxfree as an
God
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Two outhoard motors, & power
mower, a bicycle. camp table and
chairs, goif clubs, fhing rod and
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A-Blasts To Ilit| Arctic
Harbor Under U. €. Study
WASHINGTON (AP —The it
ed States may use atomic blasts
o dig a harbor north of the Are
lie Cirele in Alaska, the mie
Ener Commission (AEC) an-

LN Monday

The commission said survey par-
ties will examine the site, between
Cape Seppings and Cape Thomp
son, this summer to delermine
whether ihe ]i:-i'l‘i‘! can Car
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geology and oceanography 1
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make sure the ve e | be
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An AEC statement said the har-
be excavated in 1960
summer’'s investigations in-

he project is safe and prae-

Honorary Wiila;eﬂe
Degree Given Hatfield

SALEM (AP) — It's Dr. Mark
Hatfield now 3

The secretary aof state was given
an honorary doctor of laws de-
gree  at  Willamette University
commencement exerc 3y

Hatfield is a Will gradu-
ate, and served as dean of
students befare being elected <ec-

e iwo yea

ret

ary of »

sts, Home
ay Work
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Other Bright spots on the ecs
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With the auto industry still in
iow gear, new car dealers report
sharp sales pickup in the
11 days of May.
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Racial Rifts Demand
Education, Holmes Says

PORTLAND
answer to the

and racial pre 'UY NOW
Gov. Robert Holmes told the ¢
gon Forum on Intergroup Rels.
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the law' ls nol enough
Oregon. Holmes added. also Rouburg Lumber co'
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FUNERALS
Ock and Kana St.

The Chapel of the Roses

ROSEBURG FUNERAL HOME

Phone ORchard 3.4455%
Roseburg, D'!g:n
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;
MARIETTA POWERS

Licensed Funeral Director
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KEEP YOUR CREDIT G0

Pioneer Service Company credit information is most valuable.

No commissions charged on collections.

Pioneer Service Co., Inc.

ORECON—IDAHO—UTAH—N EVADA

money paid direct to creditors,

SINCE 1926

Jis LUUF BLDG EUGENE
4 Pratec al Men o

WATCH FOR THE CREEN AND BLACK HANDBILLS
WITH ACCOUNTS FOR SALE.




