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TAX SNEAK PREVIEW

By George Castille

One of the reports which will probahbly be drawing some
of the most heated discussions at the 1959 Oreghn Legisla-
ture is one now heing compiled about the status of Oregon's
tax structure.

The survev is being taken at the governor's behest un-
der the direction of Dy, John F. Siv, a professor of political
science at Princeton University.

At a meeting of the Portland Chamber of Commerce
late last month, Dr. Sly explained the bazes on which he
would make recommendations to the Legislature.

Theze are the choices he sees which will face the law-
makers in any structure revisions.

1. If Oregon wishes to meet ita increasing service costs
on its present income and property base, it must be pre-
pared for still higher income and property tax rates.

2. If it wishes to supplement these bases, it has the
chaices of increased excizses, additional sales taxes or non-

property taxes at the local level
Dr. Sly points ont that Orvegon state and local general
revenue per capita ranks lower than that of neighboring
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states of California and Washington. The differences are in
the sources of the

states’ revenues,

Income Taxes High

He relates that Oregon has ane of the highest personal
income fax rate structures in the United States. This. he
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