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FACTS ASSURE THE FUTURE

By George Castillo

per manih

The job of controlling Douglas (County's waler resources
1t he done without reams of data from which to work

his was dramatically pointed up this week at an in-
formsl hearing conducted by the U, S. Army Carps of En-
gineers at Reedsport

In the late 19408, the Corps of Engineers constructed
a sories of six dikes along the edge of Smith River above
Reedsnort to hold back high waters from land fringing the
river

A series of high waters followed in the 19502 and lapped

over the tops of the dikes quickly eating holes
Now both the dikes and land are practics T
make the situation even more tragic, the (orps come-

pleting a study of the lower Umpqua area

what flood eontrol works might he necessarv ar
no help

An informal hearing this week wrt revealad
nn rehabiiitation of the dikea can be the Corps
hecause the cost-benefit ratin j= not I'his mes

ns

the cnst of reconstruction would be greater than the mone
henefits whieh could be derived

Tough, When All Around Are Losing Theirs
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