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" COURTS AND JUDGES

By Charles V. Stanton

Wany people admittedly are confused by the various

“eagrts” and “judges” in our local and state governments
We have eonrts and jodges at every level, up to the
ipreme conrt
Particularly at election time, when some Judges appear

Juclge

the county
“how

candidates an nonpartisan ballots while
y

i
camse

a part ominee, people begin asking,
The titles of “county Wge” und “county court” are
Jete today and their use is confusing. The cou judge
onen was Judge of probate and juvenile matters o d thus
ormed limited judicial duoties Bt those duties have

the count

now been tuken over hy the eircoil ecourt, so

eourt bhecomes  exclusivel an admgnistrative hod The
“ludee™ =eyves as chairman of the board of commissioners
with executive, rather than Jjudicial, duties

Then we have jndges for fnstice of the peace distriet
aud municipa) courte with jurisdiction over m--..d.-n:.-a_-n-r-:
vinlatior
aittho
wedl

to hold

in their respective districts or municipalities 14 0
citv ordinnnees, traffie law violations, ete., and »
ity to eonduoe® T!I‘I‘I.i‘.!‘.: ey examinitions of perso
of felonies, to determine if theve is sufficient reasoy
them to a higher court

,\'l'x? comes the distriet court, in which the magistraie

must he a member of the bar, which performs all the fune-
tions of the justice court and nlso acts as a small cluams .
—Dbruce blossat—
Circuit Court Important
Amid all the clamor in the past This Is maintained by Roger M
The court of greatest importanee at the local level is!few months fur | ment action Blough, chaifman of S Ste
the clreuit eourt The elredtit conrt han jurisdiction over ::"" 'I"" recesvion, thy --'“-'-Illn- Conporation
" ! ! i ArALion has Fepeatedly Poleed Ity " i
both eriminal and civil matters it ulso Mas nas e the fear hat i ve lechnole l1I
probate and juvenile court dutivs former condueted BY | measures might we e the dis- the dispariy
1he county court exir but k [ pa ol Ameriear
It gains itx name from the fact that in enrly days the
judge held eonrt in several counties composing s “énr
cuit It was only a few vears ago, in fact, that Lane,
Douglas, Coos and Curyy Counties were linked in one hadi-

wind distelet and had anly one judge, The jodge wonld tray
¢l by horseback or horse-drawn 2tage, In the plonger erg
of the state, to holl kia eonrt in each of the connty seuls

With the growth of population it hiz become necessiry
ty tleet maore Judges and to reduce the size of districias

Dougelas County whs

It i=7 served by twa

Af the last session of the legisinturs

made a separate district reuft jodges

These two 1udges are nssismed to “Positions,” Vsl gree
Wimberly, who is retiving after this vear. is judyg Posi
fion Nn. 1 Judge Woodrieh fille Positim

Accarding to election procedure 1 jundietad a
nonpurtisan hallot If theve are morve than twa eandidatos
for a vaeaney, n eandidote who énlleets 4 malority of ull
voles cast at a primary election v the sole eandidate
at the general election ballot.  If no candidate olitains a

1

vith the

maiority of total vile, then the two camidatos
highest number of votez must pas

tion in the fall

ticipute in a runoff elee

Contest Is Vigorous

Where thers
the candidate who receives the
opposed at

bat

fddates for ane position,

rin

are only two cand

vote will 1n=-

majort

¢ weneral

That s why we (ind such vigorous chmpaigns waged in
Honpartisan contests at the primary election, bocanse g mu-
larity vote v el t i he anecesafol cand
date's nume At the peneral elect Lis
opposition, but with room for write-in votes

Abbve the cirenit court we find the supreme court, th
highest 1udicisl bl v f|-| the State The w e cour! has
thie responsibility for nterpretation of the Constit and
lnws, wnd is the court of appeal from decisions of the eir
et cotpt It too i« divided into g OnE. K wme
rules of nonpartisan voting npp ns 1 oofher Heinl con
losts

—Hal Boyle—
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