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GRASS ROOTS OPINION

By Charles V. Stanton

The nation's taxpayers are being double-crossed, ac-
cording to The Sutherlin Sun,

Seanning Douglas County's weekly newspapers, | find
that the Sutherlin paper minces no word in blasting the
tax subsidy received by the Rural Electrification Admin-
istration, |

The REA borrows money from the federal governmenrt |
at an interest rate of two per cent, the Sutherlin Sun ex.|
plains. That amount is less than the money costs the gov-|
ernment. The difference then becomes a subsidy paid by
the country’'s taxpayers,

When it was proposed recently that the interest rate
on REA loans be raised. the administration was harshiy
eritieized by REA spokesmen who charged that the pro.
posed legislation would leave the cooperatives “hopeless
and helpless.”

The Sutherlin Sun continues :

This ameunts te an sdmission that REA can't stand on it
own feet, and that if it is ferced te pay anything resembling
& reasonable rate of intersst en the meney berrowsd fram the
geovernmaent, It will be In grave treuble.

That to ene side, snether impertant matter is invalved.
The rural slecirification mevement in almost 100 per cent com.
plete. Very fow farmers whe want pewer can’'t get power. Se
REA has grandioss schemes for undertaking big pewer projects
that would serve industry and ether nen-agricultural users where
power (s now available, This weuld permit its sxpansion en an
almest unlimited scale. But I dossn’t want te pay ity ewn way
—it asks alrsady everburdened taxpaysra te carry part of the
conl,

The Rural Electrification Administration isn't the only

subsidized agency in the power field, [ would like to =dd
The whole public power picture is one of subsidy., “Cheap
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