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HIGHWAY PROBLEMS |

By Charles V. Stanton

Color is an important factor in sales appeal of many
products from =oap to .uh-mr'hlln Large sums of money
are being spent to emphasize color attributes a: id thers b\|
promate greater use of the products advert wr' But the
State of Oregon is considering the matter of color as a|
means of reducing and Hmiting the use of one commod |
In fact, you may soon be ordering passionate pink or bril-
liant blue gasoline.

Oregon collects a tax from the sale of all gasoline
But when gasoline is used off the highways, the purchaser
ia entitled to a refund.

A farmer who uges gasoline for tractors, motors, apnii.
ances and equipment, and the logger who uses gasoline
for eats, varders and loaders, may obtain a refund of gaszo-
line taxes.

The State of Arizona adopted a law a couple of vears
ago that all gasoline sold for off-highway use had be be
enlored. Police officers made surprise checks at intervals
of the gasoline in private cars and trucks to aseertain if
purchasers of gasoline for of f-highway purposes were using
their tax-free gas for operating vehicles on highwave, Aft-
er a few fines had been levied, the State of Arizona cut
ite vefunds by two per cent,

Undoubtedly there are same people in Oregon
have operated motor vehicles upon occasion with fuel on
which tax refunds have been claimed. RBut if all of{-high-
way gasoline were to be colored a putrid purple, and state
policemen given siphons to test the eolor of the contenta
of the gas tank, the State of Oregon might save some gas
fax revenue that normally goes out in refunds

What's A Fixed Load?

That problem is one with which a legislative Interim
committee, headed by Representative Al Flegel of Rr
burg, is wrestling. The committes will start a swing
through Western Oregon March 17 to conduct a series of
public hearings concerning highway problems. Any per-
gons or firms having complaints, suggestions or proposals
for new or corrective legislation pertaining to highwavs
are invited by the committee to appear at one or more of
the hearings. The committee will be in Rosebure the night
of March 17 and will hold a hearing here on the morning
of the 18th.

Do you know any good reason why a crane, mounted
on rubber wheels, should pay a license of 225, while the
same identieal crane on tracks should pay a personal prop-
erty tax of $150 or 8200°% That's another problem the com-
mitiee is booling around.

Many pieces of heavy mobile equipment, working on
johs off the highway, must upon occasion use the highway
to get from one job to another. The law provides that
where such vehicles are on rubber tired wheels they elas-
sify as motor vehicles and come under a special “fixed
lond” regulation. The constitution provides that motar ve.
hicles, licensed as such and paving into the highway rev.
enue fund, cannot be tuxed ax personal property. A ve.
hicle on track treads, however, doesn’t aualifv under the
law am a motor vehicle, =0 must pav ad valorem faxes
Chairman Flegel reports that Ovegon now has 1561 vehi.
cles licensed under the “fixed load” provision. A
timute"” he savs, would value these vehicles at around 87
ion, which, under ad valorem taxes would yield a lot
more money for the State and Counties.
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S0, what zhall he done about the rock erusher sst up
on wheels and paving €15 per vear lieense, as eompared
with the crusher of the same make, size and design, but

on fixed foundation,
county tax eoffers?

Public Relations Checked

Is the Highway Commission tough and hard-boiled in
it2 relations with the p!;hll.“ Are i1a representatives and
agents pushing people around just for the fun of (t*

that contributea £400 or more into the

Two elderly ladles don't feel it was necesanry for the
Highway Department to lav out & road right thy ugh the
middle of their farm. dividing their oronertye into two see
tions and greatly reducing value and ut (Other prop-
erty owners eontend their righ were not ade Y oot
cidered. On the other hand. many people w that
right-of-wav agents were courtesns and eonsiderate and
fair in their bargaining for neaded land

The interim commities also must listen 1o highly teeh
nieal evidence pertaining to weight-mile taxes on commer
cinl freight trucks, and pleas for formula changes. as well
ns eortificates of necessity and tariffs as applied to Yor
trucks

Public utilities want the State of Oregon 1o relocate
poles and other installations when elanges il
highways force the expense of moving the ut tha
other hand, & large seement of the pyhlic (s obipeting ¢
the arec af insightly towers and poles slonis highiwavs
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