Railroad: Business Dwindling

But End To Passenger Service
Not Believed To Be Certainty

By GORMAN HOGAN

Associated Prass Staff Writer

Fifiv-one daily trainsg running
between  Pertland  and  Eugene,
and an annual income of
AU, (NN} — X

A railroader’s dream today, all
right, hot that was the Oregon
Electric back in 1020 George F.
Fhlen, a railroader for 46 years
and now traffic manager for the
Spokane, Portland and Sesttle
Railroad remembers it well

lie remembors, too, that by 1832
patronage had dwindled to a point
where Income was only $17.313
and the following vear the Oregon
Eleetrie dropped all passenger op-
erations . Oregon's Willamette
Valley

Branchline railroad
service dwindled in the Pacifie
Northwes! ever sinee. One Line
after another has pulled off trains
serving smaller communities n
Oregon, Washington and Idaho.

_Pattern About Same

The patlern’hae beon mueh (he
shme The rvatiroads compalin
they're losing money because of
lost patronage to automobiles, air
lines and huses. Civie groups pro
test less of passenger trains and,
afler  hearings, publie  ulilities
commissions usually ap.
prove abandonment

Uin occation 1“!‘ irxins htl\l' |h_'l'|'l
pulled off even before approval
was given

Does this mean branch line pas-
senger service is  doomed? It
would appeir sa

But this s not to say that the
ralironds intend 1o go out of the
passenger  business, President A,
E. Stoddard of the Union Pacific
said recontly that “ax long sz the
freight shippers in our territory
and these who prefer to ride by
train  need our service, we will
provide transportation.”

Trainsy Better Today

Mainline trains on the Union Pa-
cille, he said, “are better today
than ever before.”™

. W. Evers, Northwestern dis-
trict traffie manager for the Unlon
Pacific, says (hat between 1951
and 1858 some 1374 passenger
traine wete dixcontinued by Amer-
lcan  raliroads. Twentyv.one wers
in Washington, three in Oregon
and 18 in ldaho

One of these, the Southern Pa-
cific train between Kugene and
Ashland, Ore,, was halted without
the approval of the Oregon PUC
and a hearing s scheduled April
15 on a protest by three Southern
Oregon state senators. They want
service restored

Still unzettled, 100, is the regquest
by the Union Pacific to stop pas-
senger  service  hetween  Ayer
Wash., and Lewiston, Idaho

passenjer

Inroads en Travel
There ean ba na question about

the inroads made on rail travel
by planes _
Only reeently the Civil Aero-

nautics Board announced that mir
line passenger miles, for the first
time, topped both the rallroads
and the bus lines in 1857

L', &, mirlines, the report said,
time, topped hoth the railroads
and the bus lines in 1457

L. 8, airlines, the report sald
flew 05 RO D00 N passenger
miles. Ratroads traveled an esti
mated 21.600,000,000 and buses 25,

200 004)_ 0thid
But it would appear that the real
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villaln in the plece in the North-
west, like everywhere else, is the
automobile.

Railroad abandonments generul-
Iy bave been for short hauls such
as between Walla Walls, Wash.,
and Wallula, Wash ., a distance of
29 miles: between Yakima and
Hinkle, Ore., and between ldaho
Falls and Vietor, ldaho, West
Coast Air Lines serves Walla
Walla, Yakima and Idaho Falls
but makes no stops at such places
as Wallula. Hinkle or Victor.

Plane Passengers Drop

At Roscburg, Ore., a point once
served by the Southern Pacifie
Eu»rnuer train running belween
lugene and Ashland, West Coast
reported no gain In  passengers
after the train abandonment.

In fact the number of air pas-
sengers dropped n 1956 — alle
the train quit running — 0 4277
fram a total of 4,529 the year he-
fore. Last year West Coast's total
showed a minor gain to 4.042

These figures are all well below
the Roseburg peak of 5,132 in 1933,
Kurt Dils, Portland district sales |
manager for West Coast, atirib-
utes the drop in air travel from
Roseburs a lumbering center—
to economic conditions.

West Const’s business ivhs grown
steadily, however, in most Pacifie
Northwest cities. Lewiston, ldaho
reports a gain from 2839 in 1832
1o 10869 in 1957, with West Coast
adding two more flights In 1955
Pasco, Ywash, served by the Spu-
kane, Portland and Seattle rail-
road, shows an air passenger gain
from 4,300 to 13,478 in the period

At North Bend, Ore.. which is
without rall service, West Coast’'s
passenger tolal hax nearly doubled

-

from 7502 in 1048 to 13167 last
Jvar
Automobiles C tite

Dils gays the feeder air line con-
siders the aulomobile not the
railroads and other cartiers Lo
be their chief competition

“For example, when a new [ree-
way opens, we find our business
takes @ drop,”” he says. Promolion
of U-drive ear business from aire
ports is the principal method now
in use to tey o overcome (his
compelition,

Major air lines also have made
spectacular gains in business in
the Pacific Northwest in the past
decade. United, for examnle, re-
poris & gain in air travel of more
than 100 per cent along with a big
inerease tn alr mail, freight and

EApress
Even so, the major lines. as the
Oregon  Statesman, Salem, eom-

mented editorially recently, “com-
plain they are being drowned n
their own prosperiy.”

Like the railroads, they report
dwindling pet returns despite in.
creasing business and are serking
rate mcreases. Unlike the [eeder
air lines, the major air carriers
no longer receive a government
subsitly

The railroads aren’t the only
carriors seeking to abandon sery-
jee in specific areas. Some major
air lines have nasked permission
to drop service 1o same smaller
communities such as  Klamath
Falls and Bend-Redmond, Ore

Thev argue that feeder lines—
in this cose West Const—could op-
erate such fhghts more econnmic-
allv and provide better serviee.

Despite the somelimes staunch
opposition from clyie groups, the
railroads in the past generally
have received sympathetic treat
ment from governing bodies in e
guests 1o abandon serviee

Never tn the history of the Ore-
gon Publie Utilities Commission
for example, has such & request
Iveen turned down

Langley, Ousted DA,
Files For Nomination

- William M. Lang-
last vear from the
County district  atfor-
olfice, filed Maonday for
Demoeratie  nomination for his
former position. He said last week
end he would do s

Langlesy was foreed to vacale
his office sfter being convieted of
permitting  gambling to operate
The state Supreme Court iy ex-
pected to rule soon on Langley's
appeal

thher Hlings Monday

Cireuit Judge David ®. Vanden-
berg. Klamath Falls, filed for re-
election

Roseburg Church Hosts
Singing Family Group

The 0. 1. Taylor family of Van
couver, Wash,, will begin a ser-
jes of xinging engagements tonight
at the Church of the Open Bible,
1647 SE Jackson St

Mr. and Mrs. Tuvlor
three daughters  will
7.0 pm  weekdays, with the ex-
coption of Monday, and st 7 pm
Sundays, Pastor of the local chureh
it the Rev. lawrence A, Smith Jr
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SERVING ON DESTROYER

Sraman
Ivan

Apprentice Gerald 1
son of Mr. and Mrs, 2
ilivan, 4000 SW Carnes 81, Roxe-
burg. o serving ahoard the des-
trayer USK Reatty in the U S, Sixth
Fleot Ia the Mediterraneun
ning the fleet in Decem
the Beatty has visited

Athens and Rhodes

ihe parts of

Greece, while operating in the
easlern Mediterranean area
BICYCLE RECOVERED
A bov's bjevele rup-u'rui wtolen
Friday was returnod the following
dasy Roseburg police repart Ed
Desl, &40 SE Flint St found the
wheel in his yard where it had
been abandoned, Betly Mosher re-
paried to police Friday that the
ke had been siolen from 647 W
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€alapooia Bureaw
Tables A Request
On County Harbor

By MRS. BRITTAIN SLACK

The Calapools Farm Bureasu has |
tabled a resolution for further sto-|
dy which asks the county federa-
tion _to write the state’s cOngress-
men urging them to work for fur-
ther development of the Reedsport
harbor.

The resolution was read at the
last meeting

At the same meeling, Boh
Maonett, chairman, gave a repart
on the county membership drive

In its only other action, the unit
agreed to pay hall the cost of in-
stalling a new switch hox at the
cliubhouse.

Wayne Timely, the new Farm
Bureau insurance llfrni, answered
questions. Nine families were rep-
resented.

Woark on Quilt

Members of the Do « A - Dede
Club worked on quilt bloeks for
hostess Par  Liesinger in  West
Sutherlin at the last meeting. The
work followed a noon potluek.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Riggs
spent the weekend atl Grants Pass
visiting  Mr. and  Mrs. Frank
Sparks, former Oakland residents

The project at the last meeting
of the Cookettes 4-H Club was mak-
ing cookies of various kinds. The
meeting was held at the home of
leader Mrs. Lloyd Harris

Today's Students
Superior To Those
In Former Times

ST, LOULS @ — A Purdue Uni-
versity. official says today's high
school students are in many ways
superior in achievement to those
of former times

In a paper prepared for a re-
gional eonvenjion of 9000 publie
school  adminisirators, J. R
Mitehell sald comparing schools
of past and present is like “com.
paring the first Wright alrplane
with a modern jef transport.™
However, he sald, tests indicate
“today's high school students
campare favorably with, and are
In many wayvs superior in achieve.
meat 1o, those of former times
The college-bound vouth is as well
prepared as  his  counterpart of
previous years and the superior
student s mueh belter prepared.”

The hig difference. Mitehell
said, is not in the student but in
the type of educatinn he's get
ling. Years ago the bright-
est went bevond the eigth grade
Now practically all do, Years ago
the program aof eourses was sirict.
Iy limited. Now It covers a wide
variety of academic and vocation-
al subjects

“Years ago there
guidance of the student. Now it is
a lask major impartance.
Years ago the controlling ohjec-
tive of a high school was prepa-
ration for college. Now it iz de-
slgned tn serve all vouth, college.
Bound or not"*

was  little

Small Districts Troublesame

A commiltee that has been
working on the prohlem [lor twn
yvears teported the
with high echoo) education s the

outmoded school district organi
ration
Many of the nation's small

ichool districts must combine, the
committes  suid, bheciuse they
can't baild and staff high schools
capahle of giving American chil
dron the education they need

In the major session, Sen. Bush
(R Conn) warned: “Unless we soon
change the emphasis from the
material to the spiritual and in
tellectual, we are doomed 1o be
a second class power, We may
well go the wav of the Roman
civilization 190 yeurs ago - or
perhaps we shall be blown into
ublivion so we will not have 1o
suffer the transition."

K-Falls Girl Lone NW
Entry In U. S. Contest

MOBILE, Ala. #
the only  Northwest
will have an entry in the initial
Junlor  Miss America  contesl,
which opens here Thursday

firegon is
state which

She i« Darlene F. M. Buchholz
S Klamath Fulle,
Kighteen  high  schiool  seniors

will e¢ompete for the ttle
A 55000 scholarship will go o

the girl who piles the most
points on the basis of looks, pojse
imtellecl  appearance, talent and
personality

The final judging will be held

Saturdny night
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Is Completed
By Engineer

|
BY MRS. ARTHER SHELBY
Donald Koten, location engineer
with the Glide ranger station, has
returned from Portland after atten.
ding four weeks of US  Forest
Service design school on proce-
dures involving aecess roads.

Rolls Bandages

The Glide Baptist Mission Aid
Society met recently to roll hand-l
ages from old sheets. Members
packed the fourth box to be ship-|
ped to a mission hospital in Africa,
The Glide society is in need of
more old pillowcases and sheets.
Ansone willing tx  donate  these
articles, should leave them at the
parsonage or phone Mrs, Carl
Messing at GYpsy 63233 and \he
package will be picked up. The
condition of the material, does ﬂrll!
matter, members use the smallest |
scraps to make swabs |

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Pugh ae-|
companied by Mrs, Jack Pugh, re-|
turned recently from a threeday |

visit with Pugh's brotherin-law |
and sister, Dr. and Mrs, Frank |
Keyser, in Seattle, Wash.

Mre. Bernice Smith, county

health nurse, gave tuherculin akin
tests to all first grade studenls of
Glide Elementary Monday morning, |

The Bule Star Mothers Chapler |
B met vecently st the home of Mys
Rena Cox with 11  members |
and one guest present. The even: |
ing was spent in working on the |
chapter’s fund raising project. The
next meeting will be held March |
18 at the home of Mrs. Esler
Haekney

New Business

Unemploved loggers are finding YWhy can't | find @ simple word like 'coughing’? Does it
have one F or twa?"

wavs to add” 1o their “'rocking
chait" money. The latest business|
disenvered, 15 pleking huckleberry

sprayvs high up in the hills which
florists use for funeral sprays and
The leaves are glossy
green and keep in gond eondition
for a long peried of time with.
out water

Forty-seven memhers of  the
Glide Junior High band were taken
by hus to Mertle Creek Friday to
present a concert to the students
of Myrile Creek Junioe High. John
C. Bigelow. band director, was in
charge of the group

Nuclear-Powered U, 5. |
Sub Sails For England

GROTON, Conn. #—The USS
Skate, the world’s third largest
nuclear-powered submarine, sailed
Monday for Porlland, Englantd on
a “‘shakedown’ ¢ruise

The 265fout submarine, which
joined the Nautilus and Seawoll in
ihe Navy's growing nuclear fleet
last December, s scheduled to ar-

rive at Portland on March 5
The underseas cralt will also
visit other undiselosed European

ports on the ¢ruise. I°s die hack
in_Groton late in March

Capahle of traveling 61,000 miles
—equal to three tUmes around the
earth at the equator—without re-
fueling, the Skate cost the Navy 3
million dollars to build

Her skipper i3 Cmde. James F.
Calvert of Cleveland, Ohin

APPOINTED NOTARY

H. R. Winstan, Winston, has been
appointed & notary public by Gos
Holmes. Winston's tenure will be-
gin March 1 and end Feh 258
1962
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iDesign School diaas To Vote On Land Disposal

WASHINGTON ¢ — Immediate
arrangement for a tribal election
among Klamath Indians to decide
disposition of properiies valied al
SIZL 659618 under the HKlamuih
Termination program was ordered
Monday by the Buresu of Indian
Affgrs of the Interior Depart-
meni
_Interlor Under Secretary Hat
field Chilson notified Thomas B,
Watters, Klamath Falls, manage
ment  specialist supervising  the
termination  program, that  his
plan for a private managemeni
trust of the tribal properties after

FROM NINE TO FIVE

the federal trusteeship has been |
terminated, has been pocepted ||

In the election®™ adull members |
of the tribe will decide for 1herll-i
selves and minor  dependents |
whether lo remain in the tribal |
organization and participate in the |
management plan dividing tribal |
assels, or withdraw and receive
cash paymeoenis

A sufficient portion of the tribal
property must be gold to pay off |
the withdrawing metmbers

Value of the tribe's properly
wis  reported al  congressional
hewrings earlier. It includes &84,-
000 acres of prime forest land,

By Jo Fischer

Q
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