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" SALMON THREATENED

. Chlcage,

§1188 iim sdvance), less Tham sns vear

By Charles V. Stanton
The United Stites has many treaties from which it
doubtless wishes it could withdraw. If it could get its

name off some of the agreementz signed at the end of
the Second World War, the existing international situation
cottld be eased eonsiderably.

One of the less known treaties, hut one that
source of never-ending negotiation is the three-nation Pa
cifie marine fishery treaty. It i= a treaty between the Unit-
eod States, Canada and Japan and concerns the =almon
fishery in which the three nations participate.

The Pacific Marine Fisheriesa Commission, #n organ-
fzation of the fith commissions and agencies of Washing-
ton, Oregon and California, is greatly concerned with the
dwindling rmnulnnr-n of chinpok salmon \!Hmuyh Bril-
ish Columbia is not a member of this commission and fre.
quently dissents from desires of the three organized states,
it eurrently is in agreement that something must he done,
and at once, to give salmon greater protection.

But, in any attempt to regulate, Jupan enters into con-
sideration under the terms of the three-power agreement.

Boundary Line Sought

Coneerning the treaty,
commented :

One of the sequels of the war with Japan was establishkment
of an intarnational agency te lecate a line of demarcation in the
north Pacific ocean areas frequented by salmon which
spawn in North Amarican streams and these which spawn in Asian
streams.

Rossarch to try to locate this line has been in progress in
recant years and (s stll going en.

The purpese of this study is to fix the line as the boundary
between ocean flaking activities of Canads and the United Stales
on one side and Japan en the other. The hope behind thiz ‘nauiry
is te and the cemplaints by MNerth American fishermen that Jap:
anese over - fish the runs of salmon that spawn In American
streams.

Thewe complaints, which wars frequent and bitter in prewar
yeary, have arisen again, resulting in a protest by the Pacific
Marine Fisheries Commission against unrastricted high sea salm.
on netting by Japanese, which the commission says s depleting
stocks of the salmon which spawn in Baring Sea streams.

The complaints ars justified, bacause ocesn fisharmen from
Merth Amarice are restricted in thelr fishing eperations te con-
serve the salmon stecks, Trolling is limited as to season and nat-
ting at sea ls forbidden, by action faken just last year.

Obviously such measures are vain if they mersly save the
salmen fer Japaness natters e take,

the Astorion-Budgel yecenily

ol

Japanese fishing with nets have made heavy Inroads on
salmon population. They use seines, one or more miles
long, with which they surround huge schools of fish. Some
U, 8. fishermen al=o Wdopted the practice hut it was quickly
otitlawed insofar an U, S, and Canadian fishermen are con-
cerned,

Interpretation Involved

One of the provisions of the three-power treaty (=
if one country faile to make full nse of ita regouree, elther
or hoth the other signatories may enter into the harvest

interpretation of full use of the resource has heen a
wtant gource of argument
U'p where the Japanese current

that

after swinging along

the Paclfic Coast, meets the cold water of Bering Sen, *he
ocean is in greal turmoil.  The meeting of warm and cold
currents causes huge boils which carrvy an abun of

food from ocean depths to the surface

Salmon from Pacific Northwest, Al
streams colléet Lhere in tremendons schools
are g0 congreganted they arve sought by the fishermen of the
three nations

\nr attemp! to establish a line of demareation hetween
fish of geographic origin in a physical impos«ibility, 11 can
anly be an arbiteary boundary dividing as equally as pos
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