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Tape Recorded Confession
Tria

Entered In Geisler

The tape - recorded “confession”
of Laval Lioyd Geisler, 33, charged [
with first.degree murder, was ad-
Wedncaday st e end o i

esday af end of the .
ler trial's third day. sl
_ Geisler is charged in a
jury indictment with killing hﬁ.:?id-
:rlfb‘;d wife, B;erbn'r;h Mae Geis.

. by shooting her
nf(l;. .::m. 2, M|

dreult Judge Charles S, Wood-
rieh's decision o overrule a de-
fense attorneys' motion to not ad-
mit the recording came after Geis-
ler himself took the stand 1o testi.| |
fy that he had not been made| |
aware of his rights to counsel be-
i::; “lﬂ:kirtllf the g!ilm:{m“I on the|

e ni i ¢
death, t his wife's

Geisler told the court that he
was nol aware of the fact that he
didn’t have to answer the ques.
tinns posed fo him by Deputy Dist.
(Qms Dan h:!. glrldl'l‘l. Sheriff lra
- an eputy Sheri -
3 !{.NW Y Sheriff Lar
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Naighbers Testify ! : A 4 it
Mrs. Max (Cozette) Gano, a Lloyd Geisler, accused in a grond jury indictment of com-

neighbor of the Geislers, was the mMitting first-degree murder in the death of his wife, Jan. |

first witness to be called, taking 29. (Pictures by Paul Jenkins), |
the stand following the noon re-

s
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ceds,

being married to his wife for five

Mrs. Gano told the court that she Years. He also stated that Geisler

had seen Mrs, Geisler only “three
or four times' during the year
She said that she went over to visit
Mrs, Geisler the night of the shoot-
ing because she had learned that
Gregory, the youngest son, had re-
ceived injuries in an accident. She
testified that Mrs. Geisler seemed
“terribly nervous and upset” and

that Geisler had sal in the living than | could take” and

was crying duving gquestioning by
Undersheriff Carl Smith

The pext witness was  Fi-
gerald’s step-father, Patrick Mar-
tin, next door neighbor to the Geis-
ler's. Martin stated to the court
that he went to the Gelsler house
after the shooting and heard Gets
ler say that “it was mst more
1 should

Toom with the two of them and the have done this five years ago

child during her hour long eall
from a little after 7 1o a little aft-
er 8 p.m. “He was awfully quiet,”
she said

When she left to go home, Mrs
Gano said, Mrs. Geisler accom.
panied her to the front door. said
goodnight, and then turned to go
hack in. As she walked down the
driveway to the street, Mrs. Gano
explained: a newspaper boy came
riding up on his bieycle. She add-
ed that Mrs, Geisler told him to

¢ 1 - { it of the trial 32-pe. Set Copper and Brans
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said, she heard a shot ring out and | ¥ave him two unexpended shels

then Geisler appeared in the door
with the gun and told her to “call
the sheriff."

Mrs. Gano testified that she ran
next door to the Patrick Martin
residence where Mre. Martin's son,

Martin testified that Geisler was
seated in a ehalr with his head
bent over and erying while Under-
sheriff Carl Smith questioned him

Undersheriff Carl Smith was the
sixth witness for the state. He tes
tified that he arrived at the Geis
Jer home ahbout 8:20 pm. and was
met by Paul Fitegerald, Smith said
that he saw Geider talking on the
telephone and that Geisler  toid
him, “Carl, I've just shot Bar
bara."”

scimilar to the one that killed his
wile

Smith went on to say that he
leaned over Mry, Gelsler who e
cognized him and said, “Gus (G
ler) hos shol me. He's aceused

court he arrived st the Geisler
residence not too long after Under
sheriff Smith had appeared

Sheriff Byrd offéered a tapere
cording made of Geisler's volce |
containing a confession by Geisler
in which he stated he had killed
his wife as state’s exhibit “L" The
jury was excused by Judge Wood-
rich while the tape was played W
deterimine its sdmissibility, Judye
Woodrich alterwards ruled over dis
fense protests thal the lape was
made “freely and wvolunlarily™ by
the defendant and admitied it as
an exhibit, The jury was recalled
and the court recessed until Thirs
day morning

The pircuit courtroom was pack-
ed all through the trisl Wednes-
day. A few perions had to be turn- |
ed away from

 no one
urtroom during
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Max Gano wis the second wit-
ness called by the state. He test
fied that Celsler liad come (o his
house shortly after 8 p.m. and ask
ed him “to dress and come over
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Geisler on the floor and the rifle
laying on a table. He testified that
he picked the rifle up,
no and covered Il w
ket, Gata further testified
er Undersheriff Carl Smith ar
rived that Geisler “went to pleces
and eriedd

ia

that aht

Smith offered several exhibits
They were the Mauser rifle, ilen
tified as the weapon that
Mrs. Gedsler, two 8 mm. Ri
ton cartridges that had not b
fired by Geisler (who told Sr
he had fired only one shot)
flannel dress identified a3
worn by Mre. Geisler 18
died, and a series of
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