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GEISLER AND HIS LAWYERS confer during the trial
Wednesday. The defendant was visibly moved during
ports of the opening statements by both sides Wednesday
morning. During testimony Wednesday afternoon he ap-
peared more composed. Geisler wos colled to the stand
briefly late Wednesday to testify on the admissibility as
an exhibit for the state of a d statement
made by Geisler following his wife's death th night of
Jan. 29.
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Th Upe recorded "confession"
of Laval Uoyd Geisler, 33, chargedwith firiUtegree murder, wit ad-
mitted at a state's exhibit lata
Wednesday at the end of the Geia-l- er

trial'i third day.
. Geisler it charged In a grand
jury indictment with killing his

wife, Barbara Mae Geis-
ler. by shooting her with an I mm.
rifle, Jan. 29.

Circuit Judge Charles S. Wood-ric- h
a decision to overrule a de-

fense attorneys' motion to not ad-
mit the recording came after Geis-
ler himself took the stand to testi-
fy that he had not been madeaware of his rights to counsel be-
fore making the statement on therecorder the night of his wife's
death.

Geisler told the court that he
?i',B0i lwre of that hedidnt have to answer the ques-tions posed to him by Deputy Dist
Atty. Don M. Sanders, Sheriff Ira
C. Byrd and Deputy Sheriff Lar-
ry M- - Wright. Dist. Atty. Robert

Stultt asked Geisler if he had
voluntarily signed a typewritten
copy of the "confession'' made on
tape recording and he said that hehad Judge Woodrich stated that
he based his order on previous rul-
ings of the stat supreme court in
similar cases.

Caley Speaks
Defense attorney Eldon Caley

presented the defense's openingstatement Wednesday morning aft-er Deputy Dist. Atty. Don M. San-
ders had outlined the proposed
testimony to be offered by thestate.

Caley told the court that the real
issue in the case narrowed downto Geisler'a state of mind at thetime of the shooting. Caley indica-
ted that the defense would try to
show that infidelities on the partof Mrs. Geisler were the reason
for Geisler's being mentally "up.set" at the time.

Caley reviewed the expected testi-
mony dealing with the Geislers'
marriage and its recent develop-ment in such a way that confusion
and despair "snowballed" in Geis-
ler's mind so that he defendant
felt "that she had him where she
wanted him." Caley touched on
events of the two days precedingMrs. Geisler's death, saying that
testimony would show Geisler's ut-
most concern for his children and
their welfare.

Geisler MovM
At various times while Caley

projected the forthcoming defense
case and touched on the subject of
Geisler's family, the defendant
placed his hand over his face and
at one point took out a handker-
chief and wiped tears from his
eyes.

During the afternoon session,
when the state's witnesses beganto testify, he appeared more com-
posed and observed the witnesses
while they testified.

Neighbors Testify
Mrs. Max (Cozette) Gano, a

neighbor of the Geislers, was the
first witness to be called, takingthe stand following the noon re-
cess.

Mrs. Gano told the court that she
had seen Mrs. Geisler only "4.hree
or four times" during the year.
She said that she went over to visit
Mrs. Geisler the night of the shoot- -
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THE DEFENSE talks ovar its case at a recess in the trial
Wednesday afternoon. The two atorneys, Eldon Caley
(right) ond Donald S. Kelley (left)), are defending Laval
Lloyd Geisler, accused in a grand jury indictment of com-

mitting e murder in the death of his wife, Jan.
29. (Pictures by Poul Jenkins).

being married to his wife for five court he arrived at the Geisler
years. He also stated that Geisler residence not too long after L'nder-wa- s

crying duTing questioning by sheriff Smith had appeared,
lindersheriff Carl Smith. Sheriff Byrd offered a tape-re- -

The next witness was Fitz- - cording made of Geisler's voice
Bor.M'. Patrick Mar- -' containing a confession by Geisler
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When she left to go home, Mrs.
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driveway to the street, Mrs. Gano ",et p,ul Fitzgerald. Smith said tion at the beginning of the
a newspaper boy came tnat ne 8aw Geisler talking on the noon session. Judge Woodrich

riding up' on his bicycle She add-- 1 telephone and that Geisler told ruled that there would be no one
ed that Mrs. Geisler told him to mm- - "Cr. ''v iust shot Bar--j standing in the courtroom during
come back later for his money. b":' the conduct of the trial.
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said, she heard a shot ring out and 8av?, him .,w0 une"Pendfl, s"iis
then Geisler appeared in the door similar to the one

with the fun and to d her to "pall Smith went on to say that hethe sheriff.
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next door to the Patrick Martin
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