Laws ‘With Heart’ In Them Goal Of Woman Starting Second Legislative Term

By GORMAN HOGAN

SALEM & — Laws “with a
heart” in them are the goal of &
sweet faced, gray haired woman
starting her second term in the
Oregon Legislature.

That's why Hep. Grace Olivier
Peck. Portland mocral whose
initials are G.O.P., devoles her
major attention to such things as
legisiation for a new women's
prison, assistance for the blind
and tighter laws on diverce and
marriage

Mrs. Peck. who ‘'‘never was
blessed with children and not tal-
ented enough to wrile great music
or prose,” thinks maybe her
“reason for being here" is 1o try
to help those less fortunate than
she s

Yel Mrs, Peck, a Portland real
estate saleswoman and legal sec
retary, has her practical side. She
knows that help for the unfortun.

one million dollars 1o build & new
women’s prison. While she knows
that the pressing financial alizirs
of the siate may make an im
medisle  appropriation of this
amount impossible, she does
this Legislature will at least ap-
propriate funds 1o plan such an
institution

“Anyone who visity the women's
division of the prison knows how
crowded and outdated It is."" says
Mrs. Peck, who is inspecting the
institution from top to bottom
“The cells may be decorated with

rky curtains and smell good.
it there is no chance for recrea-
tion and less for rehabilitation
We provide these things for the
men in prison, why slight the
women? The state owes as much
to them as it does to the men be-
hind bars ™

Mrs. Peck concedes there is an
average of only about 35 women

the Oregon House

She's “amared” at the ele-
mentary school where the prison-
ers “seem to be studving and
learning "' And rehabilitation proj-

hope ects such as the tailoring, furni-

ture and craft shops seem 1o Mrs.
Peck to be making headway

On 3 recent wisit, Rep. Peck
says she mel “one of the boys"
she had talked 1o in isolation
while inspecling the prison in
13

Eight years ago he was sullen,
unhappy and despondent.  This
time she found him happily at
work in the craft shop making
jewelry. “He looked good, was in
terested and told me he had given
up his old ways." she says, smil-
ing at the recollection is she
sees as an encouraging sign

But Mrs. Peck says segregation
and isolation practices are the
prison are still bad, though pos-

Board, has visited the prisen
about three times a year since
serving her first legislative term.

Her political career has been »
disappointing one for her. Until
last November she failed to win
re-election after serving the 1948
seision. She feels she could have
accomplished much in the Legis
Iature in the interim

She wonders why  Oregou,
where “the people are so fussy
about gambling laws and regula:
tion of pinball machines, are so
careless about the divoree and
marriage laws." i

None of those serving in the
last Legislature whea the three-
day waiting period marriage law
was repealed “can remember why
they voled for the change,” Mrs.
Peck says

She believes those really serious
about gelting married don't mind
the threeday walting period. And

ample, who might be hoodwinked
into marriage the unserupul-
ous inlerested in getting hold of
their property

As for divorce, she wanis a law
providing for an interlocutory e
eree with a final decree six
moaths later, Oregon's present
law provides for a final decree
immediately but with a ban on
remarriage for six months

This leads, ahe says, 1o many
illegal marriages which “must be
straightened out in batches” by
blanket legislation passed at ine
tervals to protect property rights,

She feels, oo, thal many mare

Baseball Star

riages are salvaged am a result
of interlocutory decree regula
lions

The daughter of a Portland snd
Alaska niverboat  captain, M,
Peck calls herself a child of di-|
vorce. She knows from exper.!
lence, she says, what a mark a
broken home can beave on chil-
dren.

As chairman of the Public
Heallh and Welfare Commitiee
she believes that despite the need
to caleulate problems in cold dol-|
lars and cents, “We can put a
heart into the hills which come!
before us ™
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